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THE biographies of naval captains, who have made them~
selves renowned in the service of America, have been
collected alread.y by more than one author. The history of
the Navy, in which they earned their laurels, has likewise
furnished a fruitful theme for the pen. But the present
is the first attempt, we believe, to combine a narrative of
the rise and progress of this arm of the service, with the
memories of the heroes who, in so many battles, asserted
the honour of their flag and achieved their own immor
tality.

The design of the work, however, does not stop liere. The
volume is intended to commemorate the exploits of the Navy,
not only through the medium of a written narrative, but
pictorially also. The wish to know how the hero who won
the day looked, is the first desire of the reader who peruses
the story of a great battle. To gratify this inclination, by
procuring faithful portraits, has been a main object ot; this
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PREFACE. “vid

~ No labour has been spared, however, to render the worl
accurate. It has also been endeavoured to make it equally
comprehensive and fall. - Whether the effort has been suc-
cessful, or not, & generous public must determine. Though
the materials are generally those of others, the opinions are
usually the author’s own; and when this is not the case, as
occasionally happens, the authority is invariably given. It
has been frequently said, that excessive eulogy is the fault
of biographers. It is possible that, after all, the author has
not escaped the common epidemic: but he ‘has, at least,
made the attempt; and the reader, he trusts, will be charis
table in consequence.

It was the intention, when this work was first projected,
to have narrated the triumphs of the more famous American
privateers; but the difficulty of obtaining accurate and com-
. plete information on this subject compelled the abandonment
of the design. Public opinion, within the last generation, has
been tending to the proscription of private armed ships; and
the author frankly avows that he coincides in the popular
sentiment. He hopes, in the event of a war, to see none but
national veseels authorized to capture and make prizes: but
he does not expect it. He would, therefore, be presumptuous
indeed, to censure & past generation for what even this is
scarcely prepared to cast alide. He recollects, moreover,
that but for our privateers, the cause of independence would
have been almost lost, since to them Washin?gton was
indebted for supplies of powder at Cambridge, which, in the
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HISTORY

NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES.

CHAPTER L

PRELIMINARY.

THE people of the United States are proverbially proud
of their navy. Though comparatively of late origin, it has
already made itself a name in history. Its numbers, when
contrasted with that of others, are and have been inconsider-
able; yet it has achieved victories that rival, in some respects,
the proudest triumphs of England, Holland, and Venice.

For it is not by the magnitude of numbers, but by the
magnitude of results that victories are to be tested. Waterloo
was a greater battle than Austerlitz, though fewer were
engaged init. The capture of the Guerriere was, to America,
almoet as important as was the battle of Trafalgar to England.
The defeat of the British squadron, on Lake Champlain,
saved the State of New York. The triumph of Barclay, on
Lake Erie, would have laid the West open to foreign invasion.
Americans have cause, therefore, for pride in their navy.
On every occasion, heretofore, it has proved equal to the
crisis. Its operations, indeed, have been on an inconsiderable
scale, but it will, we may confidently predict, prove as tri-
' umphant in a larger sphere, when the necessity shall dlemmd
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their naval supremacy. When England succeeded to the
traffic of the world, she succeeded also to the supremacy of
the ocean. From the hour when Drake, the first of her
native navigators, penetrated the Pacific Ocean, she began to
obtain that naval superiority, which, for nearly two centuries,
she has enjoyed. Her hardy seamen, accustomed to battling
with the deep, are always at hand to man her ships when
war breaks out; and it is in vain that other European powers
attempt to rival her, for though they can build a fleet, they
~cannot man it properly, and, sooner or later, their vessels
become hers.

The necessity of veteran sailors in men-of-war can be
made evident by contrasting soldiers with seamen in battle.
The former are on firm land, and, if courageous and disciplined,
have only to fear being overmatched. The latter are at the
mercy of winds and waves, and may be called upon, perhaps
in the very crisis of the conflict, to manceuvre the ship, to .
reduce sail, or to cut away a mast. In such cases, the most
expert crew can soonest return to the conflict, and, all things
else being equal, is certain to win the victory. On land, the
combatant has but to contend with his enemy: at sea, he has
to battle with the elements as well as with his foe. It is
evident, therefore, that seamanship is absolutely necessary
to an efficient navy. A nation which is not maritime, and
therefore without the material to man its ships, cannot
become ascendant at sea. The brave men whom it forces
on board its vessels by conscriptions are but so many
victims to a mistaken policy, so many sacrifices to false
ambition. It will be in vain for Germany to dream of a
navy, for she must ever be agricultural, instead of maritime.
Even Russia, after a century and a half of effort, has a navy
but in' name; for her mercantile marine is comparatively
inconsiderable, and the crews of her armed ships are soldiers
rather than seamen. .

The United States possesses, perhaps, a greater capacity..

2






OF THE UNITED STATES. 6

quently the United States, have been distinguished for naval
efficiency. In the wars preceding the Revolution, more than
one American seaman won his way, in the British navy, to
the rank of admiral. When the war of independence was
- declared, American privateers swarmed immediately on the
ocean, attacking the English commerce, and paralyzing the
efforts of the foe; and to privateers soon succeeded national
armed ships, which continued the career of profit and glory.

With the growth of the United States, the extension of its
seaboard has been so great that, at the present time, it sur
passes that of any other nation situated within the temperate
zones. From the eastern cape of Maine, the curious naviga-
tor may follow one unbroken line of coast, for thousands of
miles, to the mouth of the Rio Grande ; and then, crossing to
the Pacific, he may sail along seabeat shores from the lower
boundary of California to the upper extremity of Oregon.
The wants of such a vast seaboard will nourish a continually
increasing coasting-trade, which, in turn, will be an ever
extending nursery for seamen. Nor is this all. In conse-
quence of the Isthmus of Panama interposing between the
Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean, the bulk of the heavier
traffic between California and the Atlantic cities must
always make the circuit of Cape Horn; and thus a school
for skilful seamen will continue, as a necessity of the repub-
lic, so long as the republic itself exists. It used to be said,
the best sailors of the United States came out of the Delaware,
because the difficulties in navigating that river compelled
those who sailed in it to become perfect in their art; and
this being true, the route around Cape Horn to our Pacific
settlements will be the means of improving, in no small
degree, the standard of American seamanship, high even as
it is.

England is in the decline of advancing age; the United
States in the first flush of youth. With a mercantile marine
already approaching that of our mother country, though
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dred: and the Massachusetts colonists, as soon as the first
difficulties of the settlement were over, began to enter into
competition for this lucrative pursuit. As early as 1639, we
find laws passed to encourage the fisheries.

Within twenty years after the landing of‘the pilgrims,
quite a number of ships trading to Europe belonged to the
settlers, while there was a still larger fleet of sloops owned
by the colonists and employed in the coasting trade. As
every vessel of any size carried a few light guns, to defend it
from the Indians or to repel pirates, the navigation had
most of the characteristics of an armed trade. In 1636,
John Gallop, in his sloop, recaptured a pinnace belonging
to Mr. Oldham, which had been taken by the Narragansett
Indians; and this was, it is believed, the first naval combat
ever fought by an American vessel. On more than one
occasion, however, armaments were fitted out against the
French, who then occupied Acadie, or Nova Scotia, as it is
now called. '

Meantime, a thriving commerce had grown up in New
England with the southern colonies, with Madeira, and with
the West Indies. The maritime character of the people
increased daily; and with it, occasions for nautical prowess.
In 1645, a ship, armed with fourteen guns, was built at
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and being despatched to the
Canary islands, fell in with a Barbary rover, when an action
- ensued that lasted all day, till the rudder of the corsair
being injured, the New-England vessel escaped. In 1650,
the Dutch having made some encroachments in Long Island
Sound, the colony of Connecticut employed a ecruizer,
mounting ten guns and carrying forty men, to defend
the coasts and keep open the communication between the
mainland and the opposite shore. In 1665, Connecticut
maintained a small vessel off Watch Hill, to prevent the
Narragansetts from crossing to attack the Montauks. These
were the first advances towards a regular navy. All this
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failed. In this same year, the Falkland, a fourth-rate, was
launched in the Piscataqua, and is believed to have been
the first vessel of her size constructed in America. During
the war with France, which raged at this time, numerous
small cruisers had been built in the colonies; but no action
of importance appears to have occurred at sea.

CHAPTER IIL
TO THE YEAR 1750.

Ar the beginning of the eighteenth century, the American
settlements had attained a population of two hundred and
sixty-two thousand; and the mercantile enterprise of the
people kept pace fully with their increasing numbers. In
1701, the Newfoundland fisheries alone employed one hun-
dred and twenty-one vessels, two thousand seven hundred
men, and nearly eight thousand tons. The shipping gene-
rally had so much increased, that the mother country was
supplied largely with transports, while no small part of the
traffic between America and England was carried on in
colonial vessels. Meantime, the coasting-trade was monopo-
lized by American craft. The navigation laws, passed.in
1661, forbade this, indeed; but these laws had always been
practically a dead letter in America.

The war with France, which had been closed by the treaty
of Ryswick, having broken out afresh, the colonies became
again involved in hostilities. In 1706, Spain, being in
alliance with France, made an attack on Charleston, which
was repulsed by the citizens, who, with Lieutenant Colonel
Rbett at their head, armed the ships in port, for that purpose.
In 1707, an expedition was fitted out by the New England
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into the latter were two hundred and eleven, the clearances
two hundred and fifteen. Newport, now comparatively
without commerce, had, at that period, a hundred sail of
shipping, and was the fourth seaport, in point of importance,
in the colonies—Boston being the first. It was about this
time that American vessels first became engaged in the slave-
trade, in Which, for a long period, Bristol and other Rhode
Island towns largely participated. :

In 1739, England declared war against Spain. It being
the policy of the mother country to attack the colonies of
her enemy, America became the seat of many of her prepa~
rations and levies. The expedition against Carthagena was
largely supplied with men and means from this country. So
also was the enterprise against Cuba, in 1741. Three years
later, when hostilities broke out with France, the colonies
became even more extensively engaged in assisting Great
Britain. In 1745, an expedition was fitted out. by the New
England States against Louisburg, a port that commanded
the entrance to the St. Lawrence, and on the fortification of
which the French had spent vast sums. The fleet consisted
of twelve armed vessels, hired and equipped by the colonies,
besides transports. The land force numbered about four thou-
sand men. The first was commanded by Captain Tyng, of
Massachusetts, the last by Colonel Pepperel, of Maine. The
expedition was joined at Causeau by Commodore Warren,
of the royal navy, who brought with him part of the West
India squadron. On the 30th of April, Louisburg was in-
vested by land, it having been blockaded for some time pre-
viously by the combined British and American fleets. The
siege lasted forty-seven days, when the place submitted.

In this war, about four hundred privateers and letters-of-
marque were engaged on the part of the colonies. Already
the maritime power of the American settlements had become
imposing.
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The conflict that ensued was waged principally on land, and
gave but little opportunity for the colonial seamen to earn
renown. The navy of France had, by this time, however,
sunk into comparative weakness, so that the commercial
ventures of the Americans continued to be prosecuted with
little risk. The only enterprise at sea, of any importance,
was an attack, in 1757, on Louisburg, that place having
returned into the possession of the French at the peace of
Aixda-Chapelle. About eleven thousand troops, royal and
provincial, besides a large fleet of transports and a respecta-
ble armed squadron, were engaged in this expedition. It
failed, however, in consequence of the superiority of the
French in men-of-war.

Numerous brilliant exploits on the part of colonial
privateers are recorded of this war. One of the most
remarkable was the action between the Thurloe fourteen,
Captain Mantle, and the Les Deux Amis ten, Captain Felix.
The Thurloe-had a crew of eighty-four men; the Les Deux
Amis a crew of ninety-four. The French privateer, at first,
endeavoured to fly, but discovering this to be impossible, he
ran his enemy athwart hawse, intending to board him. The
American vessel, conscious of a superiority of metal, and
suspecting the crew of the foe to outnumber his own, re-
sisted this attempt. The struggle continued for two hours,
and was of the most heroic character. At last, however,
the Deux Amis struck, but not until eighty of her men were
either killed or wounded. The Thurloe’s loss, in all, was
thirty-seven. The combat was one of the most bloody re-
corded of that or any other war, as having occurred at sea.

From the peace of 1763 to the commencement of hostili-
ties between the colonies and mother country, there is
nothing of importance to record, connected with the mari-
time progress of America. The colonies, notwithstanding
the increasing difficulties with England, continued to grow
in population; and with the growth of numbers, the mercan-
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at first, received no attention. The maritime habits of the

- people, however, especially in the New-England States,

turned individual enterprise towards the ocean; and if
proper commissions could have been procured, the sea would
soon have swarmed with privateers. But the orders to
capture were confined, in the beginning, to vessels bringing
stores and supplies to the royal forces in America. In
November of this year, however, Massachusetts, in her
capacity as a sovereign commonwealth, established courts of
admiralty, and enacted laws to encourage nautical enter-
prise. Washington, as commander-inchief of the American
army, had already granted commissions to vessels to cruise
in the vicinity of Boston and intercept British store-ships;
and, under this authorization, numerous prizes had been
made. On several occasions, however, captured vessels had
been discharged, as not coming within the class allowed to
be taken.

It was not until October, 1775, or six months after the
battle of Lexington, that Congress took steps for the organ-
ization of a navy. On the 13th of this month, a law was
. passed, ordering two small cruisers to be equipped, for the
purpose of intercepting supplies for the British army. On
the 29th of the same month, a resolution was adopted,
denying to private ships of war and merchant-vessels the
right to wear pennants in presence of the continental ships.
On the 30th, two more cruisers, and of a larger class, were
authorized. Up to this period, Congress looked only for a
redress of grievances, and did not contemplate a separation
from the crown of Great Britain: hence the strictly defensive
policy on which it acted. The burning of the town of Fal-
mouth, by order of Admiral Graves, was necessary to produce
a more decided line of conduct. This outrage, which led to
the law of Massachusetts to which we have already alluded,
caused the passage of a general prize-law by Congress. Un-
der this act, the capture of British vessels in any way con-
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me.” The present national ensign did not come into use
until 1777, and is generally supposed to have originated, in
part, from the arms of the Washington family, the com-
mander-in-chief having employed a private flag, not dissimilar,
to distinguish his head-quarters. Until the adoption of the
stars and stripes, the privateers, and even regular cruisers,
carried different devices, the former usually the arms of the
State whose commission they bore.

The squadron, under Commodore Hopkins, sailed for the
Delaware on the 17th of February, 1776, on a cruise against
the British naval force then ravaging the coasts of Virginia.
The little fleet consisted of eight vessels, of which the Alfred
twenty-four was the largest. Not meeting with the expected
enemy, the commodore sailed for the Bahamas, where he
had been ordered to rendezvous. Here he determined to
make a descent on New Providence, a large amount of
military stores being known to be collected there. The
forts were easily captured, but the British, having received
intimation of the attack, had removed the principal part of
the stores. The squadron now proceeded northward, captur-
ing various small vessels on the way. On the 6th of April,
Hopkins fell in with the British ship Glasgow twenty; but,
after an action of five hours, the royal vessel escaped. The
failure of his squadron to capture the ship brought the commo-
dore justly into disgrace. He was allowed, indeed, to remain
in command for a short period longer; but he did not go to
sea again. InJanuary, 1777, Congress finally dismissed him
from the.service. No naval commander-in-chief was subse-
quently appointed, though a committee of Congress recom-
mended the measure in 1781.

The disgrace brought on the infant navy by the action
with the Glasgow was wiped away in part by the brilliant .
exploits of Paul Jones. This officer, promoted to the chief
command of the Providence twelve, captured, in a single
cruise, sixteen prizes, some of considerable value. He also
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possession of his person enabled them, by threats of retalia-
tion, to prevent prisoners in the hands of the British being
treated as rebels.

Soon after independence had been declared, Congress
despatched the Reprisal sixteen, Captain Wickes, to France.
She carried out Dr. Franklin, appointed agent at the court
of Versailles. In the autumn of 1776, the Reprisal reached
her destination, accompanied by several prizes. As this
was the first regular American cruiser which appeared in
the waters of the Old World, so these prizes were the first
captured vessels taken into a French port since the com-
mencement of the war. The English ambassador loudly
complained of this infraction of the treaty between his
country and France ; but the court of Versailles was already
secretly favourable to America, and means accordingly were
found to sell the prizes without detection. The Reprisal,
having refitted, cruised in the Bay of Biscay, where she
made several additional captures, which she carried into
Nantes. The disposition of these prizes was winked at also
by the French government; and the proceeds are said to
have proved of great benefit to the American commissioners
in Paris.

In April, 1777, the Lexington fourteen, Captain Johnston,
arrived in France. The American commissioners now plan-
ned a bold exploit, which was brilliantly carried out. The
Reprisal, the Lexington, and a cutter called the Dolphin,
were placed under the command of Captain Wickes, with
orders to cruise around Ireland. This little squadron sailed
in June, and, in the execution of its orders, captured or de-
stroyed a large number of .the enemy’s vessels. On its
return to port, the British government, indignant at being
bearded on its very coasts, made such angry representations
to the French court, that the latter, not having yet decided
to declare war, was compelled to withdraw its countenance
apparently from the Americans. The prizes, accordingly,

. 3
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were ordered to quit France, while the squadron was seized
and held. In the end, the former were sold, off the port, to
French merchants; while the latter were allowed to sail, on
giving security to leave the European seas. The Lexington
left Morlaix in September, but was captured on the ensuing
day. The Reprisal sailed about the same time, but foun-
dered on the Banks of Newfoundland, when all on board
perished, except the cook.

While the American commissioners in Paris were planning
the cruise around Ireland, they had fitted out an English
cutter, and intrusted her command to Captain Conyngham.
The commission employed on this occasion was one of
several blanks placed at the disposal of the commissioners
by the president of Congress. On the 7th of May, Captain
Conyngham captured, off the coast of Holland, the Harwich
packet, carrying the English mail for the north of Europe.
As the cutter had been equipped in a French port, the court
of Versailles was held answerable for its capture by the
British ambassador; and on Captain Conyngham’s return,
he and his crew were imprisoned, and his prizes liberated.
The English government hastened, on this, to send two
sloops-of-war to Dunkirk, to conduct the captain and his
men to England, there to be tried as pirates; but, before the
arrival of these vessels, the prisoners, by the connivance of
France, escaped. A second vessel, the Revenge, was now
‘procured for Captain Conyngham, in which he captured a
large number of prizes, and once actually refitted, disguised,
in an English port.

These bold cruises raised to a great height the reputation
of the American navy. The terror among British merchants
was unprecedented, surpassing even that created by the cele-
brated Thurot, in the preceding war. Marine insurance rose
to an enormous price in London. English bottoms were
almost deserted, and, in a few weeks, forty sail of French
ships were loading in the Thames—a circumstance never
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before known. Throughout Europe, the gallantry of the
American navy was the theme of universal applause. The
arrogance of England had brought her into general disfavour;
and these assaults on her maritime power were consequently
viewed with enthusiastic, though often secret, approbation.
From the departure of the Raleigh, in September, 1777,
to the alliance with France, in the beginning of 1778, Ameri-
can cruisers were almost banished from the European waters.
Early in the latter year, however, Paul Jones was despatch-
ed to France in the Ranger eighteen. - After refitting in
Brest, Captain Jones sailed, on the 10th of April, on a cruise
in the Irish Channel. He made several prizes, attacked
Whitehaven, and captured a British sloop-of-war, the Drake.
On the 8th of May, Captain Jones entered Brest, and, soon
after, the Ranger sailed for America,—Jones remaining in
France, allured by the promise of a more important com-
mand. After many vexatious disappointments, he succeeded,
in June, 1779, in obtaining a small squadron, of which the
Bon Homme Richard, an old Indiaman, armed with forty-
two light guns, was assigned to him as a flag-ship. The
-consorts of this vessel were six in number, but inconsider-
able in size, with the exception of the Alliance, a fine frigate
of thirty.two guns, lately built in the United States, and
commanded by Captain Landais, a French officer. With
this fleet, Jones put to sea, but soon returned from stress of
weather, and did not sail again until the 14th of August.
The cruise that followed was one of the most remarkable in
history. After capturing several prizes, threatening a de-
scent on Leith, and carrying terror along the entire eastern
coast of Great Britain, Jones, in the Bon Homme Richard,
attacked the frigate Serapis, forty-four, and the Countess of
Scarborough twenty-two, and, after a most desperate action,
succeeded, almost unassisted, in compelling them to strike.
The victory, however, was purchased by the loss of the
Richard, which was so much ipjured as to sink not long
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he so cut up, before her consorts arrived to her assistance,
that she was compelled to return to Europe. = The Raleigh,
on the approach of this overwhelming force, ran to leeward.
But though she remained near the fleet for several days
subsequently, the British men-of-war refused to come out and
reengage her. During this second year of the war, the
English lost four hundred and sixty-seven merchantmen,
captured by American cruisers and privateers. ‘

The capture of New York and Philadelphia having caused
the destruction of several new frigates and prevented others
from getting to sea, Congress had directed the construction
of additional ones; and, by the spring of 1778, these were
in readiness to sail. The year opened with a disastrous
event to the American navy, in the loss of Captain Nicholas
Biddle, who was blown up in the Randolph thirty-two, on
the Tth of March, in.a night action with the British ship
Yarmouth, sixty-four. The appearance of a French fleet at’
Newport, in July, the consequence of the treaty of alliance
between the American Congress and the Court of Versailles,
gave, for a time, a decided preponderance to the allies in
the waters of the New World. In this year, besides the
exploits of Jones and others abroad, Captain Barry gained
great credit by his gallant resistance, in the Raleigh, against
a couple of British men-of-war.

In January, 1779, a mutiny broke out on board the
Alliance, during the voyage of the latter to France. The
mutiny was soon quelled, and it is only noticed here because
it was the only serious one that has ever transpired in the
American navy. In April, a squadron, composed of the
Warren, Queen of France, and Ranger, captured, off Cape
Henry, three armed vessels, in addition to four merchantmen,
besides twenty-four officers of the royal army. Captain
Manly, who had already distinguished himself, earned new
laurels this year, by taking two privateers, each nearly
equal in force to his own vessel. Captain Williams, in the
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CHAPTER VIIIL
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRESENT NAVY.

TaE poverty of the Confederation induced the sale, at the
peace, of what few public cruisers remained; and from that
time to the formation of the new government, no armed
vessels were kept, except a few revenue-cutters which differ-
ent commonwealths maintained.

Meantime, however, the Barbary Powers began to prey on
American commerce. Accordingly, Washington, when chosen
to the presidency, recommended the establishment of a navy,
in order to prevent similar outrages for the future. In
pursuance of this advice, a law was passed, on the 27th of
March, 1794, authorizing the -construction of six frigates;
and the keels of these vessels being immediately laid, the
first of them, the United States, was launched in July, 1797.
Among the frigates built at this time was the Constitution,
since immortalized by an unbroken career of victory. Six
postcaptains were appointed contemporaneously, and the
organization of a navy completed.

In 1798, when a war with France appeared inevitable,
twenty smaller vessels, no one to exceed twenty-two guns,
were authorized, on the recommendation of the secretary of
war. Three days afterwards, a regular navy department
was formally created, Benjamin Stoddart being the first
secretary placed at its head. On the 4th of May, an appro-
priation was made for building galleys; and on the 28th, the
capture and detention of French vessels was declared legal.
Laws soon passed for the condemnation of such prizes. In
June followed an act for the purchase and equipment of
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thirty-eight. As this was the first occasion, since the
establishment of the federal navy, in which a national vessel
had subdued one of equal force, the result filled the people
with unhounded exultation. A beneficial result of this .
victory was to render the navy exceedingly popular, so that
applications for midshipmen’s warrants poured in on the
department. Many officers, subsequently highly distin-
guished, were first rated at this time. A large number of
merchantmen and several privateers were taken before the
close of this year.

By the beginning of 1800, the American government had
thirty-four men-of-war at sea. On the 1st of February, of
this year, was fought the action between the Constellation
thirty-eight, Commodore Truxtun, and the La Vengeance
fifty-two, in which the latter drew off, apparently worsted,
while the former, from her many injuries, was unable to give
pursuit. In this year, Lieutenant Hull distinguished him-
self by cutting out the Sandwich, a British packet, lying in
Port au Platte. Lieutenant Shaw also won much credit by
several captures, one of his prizes being materially superior
in force. Lieutenant Charles Stewart first rose into notice
in this year, by his gallant exploits while cruising in the
West Indies.

On the 3d of February, 1801, peace was concluded with
France. Simultaneously, laws were passed, under an idea
of mistaken economy, to reduce the navy; and, in this way,
many vessels were discharged from the service, as well a8
numerous efficient officers.
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demnation of Tripolitan vessels; and now the war may be
said to have fairly begun. A second squadron, under the
command of Commodore Morris, was despatched to the
Mediterranean. The blockade of Tripoli continued to be
maintained, and occasional encounters with the- enemy's
gun-boats occurred ; but no decisive events took place. An
attack made, on the 28th May, on the town and castle,
failed; and an attempt, immediately after, to negotiate a
peace, proved equally abortive. In November, 1813, Com-
modore Morris reached America, where his conduct of the
war received general censure: he was ordered to a court-
martial, which finding him guilty of the want of due diligence
i annoying the enemy, he was dismissed  the navy by the
President. This pepalty is generally conmdered to have
been improperly severe.

The successor of Morris was Commodore Preble, and,
under his conduct, the war speedily assumed a new aspect.
Experience -had taught the American government, that for
the successful prosecution of hostilities, light vessels of the
8ize of the Enterprise would be necessary; and accordingly,
Tour of this description, two brigs and two schooners, accom-
panied Preble out. The loss of the frigate Philadelphia,
which had run upon a rock off Tripoli, in the preceding
QOctober, and been captured, coupled with the slavery to
~which her officers and crew were known to be consigned,
Thad exasperated the Americans to a high degree. Accord-
angly the utmost enthusiasm to meet the enemy was dis-
Pplayed on board Preble’s squadron. In February, 1804,
Lieutenantcommandant Decatur, having obtained permission
of Preble, entered the harbour of Tripoli, set fire to the
Philadelphia, and returned unharmed to the fleet: an enter-
prise that awakened the general applause of Europe.

A reinforcement having been despatched to the Mediter-
ranean, Preble prepared for vigorous hostilities. The blockade
of Tripoli had been continued unrelaxed, and several im-

.\

——






OF THE UNITED STATES. 31

CHAPTER X.
TO THE WAR OF 1812.

Tae difficulty with Tripoli had scarcely been arranged,
when it became necessary to send a squadron to Tunis, an-
other of the Barbary powers, and guilty, like Tripoli, of
depredations on American commerce. This fleet was the
largest ever yet despatched to the Mediterranean, and was
under the command of Commodore Rodgers. The Dey of
Tunis, though at first refusing to conclude a peace, finally
yielded, alarmed by this imposing force; and thus the diffi-
culties with the Barbary powers were brought to a conclusion.
The squadron in the Mediterranean was now reduced, though
a few cruisers were still maintained in that sea.

In 1806, Congress passed an act authorizing the President
to employ as many of the public vessels as he might consider
necessary; but limiting the number of officers and seamen. .
By this act, the list of captains was increased to thirteen,
that of the commanders to eight, and that of lieutenants to
seventy-two. Meantime, however, there were no additions
made to the number of vessels, except in the class of gun-
boats, which were small craft, with a single gun, fit only for
the navigation of harbours, bays, and sounds. The material
which, in 1801, had been collected for building ships of the
line, was now generally dispersed. The dock-yards were in
a most inefficient condition; and all this in the face of a war
in Europe, which involved the interests of commerce, and
continually threatened to draw America into its vortex.

The preference exhibited by the administration for gun-
boats, which, though first authorized in 1803, did not come
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charged by a coal hastily brought from the galley, and ap-
plied by the fingers of Lieutenant Allen. Surrender, under
such circumstances, was inevitable. The Leopard, after
taking the three men in dispute, and another also claimed
as a deserter, made sail ; and the Chesapeake, by the unani-
mous advice of the officers, returned to Hampton Roads the
same evening. . -

The storm of indignation raised by this outrage fell
principally on Commodore Barron. He was tried ‘by a
court-martial, found guilty of neglect of duty, and suspended
for five years, without pay or em The specific
charge on which he was condem that, on being
boarded by the Leopard’s boat, he did"Not know that force
was intended to be employed, and prepare for action immedi-
ately. But the demeanour of the boarding-officer, it appears,
did not necessarily imply this; and the verdict is now gene-
rally considered to have been hasty and unjust. The real
cause of this disgrace to our flag was the inefficient condition
in which the Chesapeake put to sea; and this was not at-
tributable, fairly, to Commodore Barron. .

The American government, however, while it sacrificed
Barron, did not forget to vindicate ita character with Eng-
land. Its remonstrances were so sharp that Admiral Berk-
ley, who had ordered the attack, was recalled, and’ the whole
affair disavowed by the British cabinet. The captain of the
Leopard was never again employed, it being considered that
he had exceeded his instructions. In addition, the captured
deserters, or such of them as survived, were delivered up.

The attack on the Chesapeake induced the President to
call a special session of Congress. The popular feeling ran
high against England, and, to a large portion of the people,
a declaration of war would have been highly acceptable.
The administration, however, chose a different policy. Be-
lieving the republic unable to resist the demand of England
that American ships should be searched for deserters, and

® -
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disposition to come to an open rupture with the -United
States; nor was the latter country less disposed to avoid a
war. The embargo act having been repealed, a non-inter-
course system was adopted ; but this, in turn, was abolished,
and every restriction removed from commerce. Thus passed
the years 1808, 1809, and 1810. During all this period, our
national vessels were chiefly employed in cruising off the
American coast. In the spring of 1811 occurred the un-
fortunate collision between the President and Little Belt, in
which the latter, an English man-of-war, was seriously injured
by a broadside from the former, di ged in the night,
under a mistaken idea. The affair,. mutual explana-
- tions, was dropped by the respective Bovernments; but it
continued to rankle in the minds of the people, both in Eng-
1and and the United States.

The hope, which had been indulged for some time, that
Great Britain would repeal her orders in council which
‘were 80 onerous to American commerce, became, in the spring
of 1812, apparently tenable no longer. Added to this, a plot
was discovered, on the part of English agents, to sever the
New England States, if possible, from the Union. The re-
sult was, that Congress, on the 18th of June of this year,
determined to put an end to the vacillating policy which
had characterized the American government for so long a
period, and accordingly declared war formally against Great
Britain. The measure was one severely censured at the
time, and certainly not defensible on the grounds usually
taken. There was, in truth, no reason for declaring war in
1812 which had not existed for several years; but the peo-
ple had, by this time, become irritated beyond endurance,
and their voice expressing itself through Congress, hostili-
ties were brought about in consequence, almost in direct
opposition to the wish of government. -

The conflict, thus invoked by the popular voice, found the

navy of the United States, exclusive of gun-boats, consisting
4



CHAPTER XI.
THE WAR OF 1812,

HostmiLiTies had scarcely begun when the country was
electrified by news of a great victory at sea. On the 19th
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the 8th of October, the British sloop Frolic, of twenty-two
guns, was captured by the American sloop Wasp, Captain
Jones, of eighteen guns. On the 15th of the same month,
the British frigate Macedonian was taken by Captain Decatur,
in the American frigate the United States. Both these
victories were chiefly won by the superior gunnery of the
captors. '

Meanwhile, the ocean swarmed with private cruisers, which
had been fitted out immediately on the declaration of war.
The destruction to British shipping was immense. Before Con-
gress met, in November, no less thandago hundred and fifty
English vessels had been taken. The‘ccesses, on the part
of the Americans, had been attended by comparatively few
reverses. It is true that many merchant-vessels fell a prey
to the British cruisers; but the number was far less than
might have been expected. Only three national ships were
lost up to the close of the year; and all these had been cap-
tured by vastly superior forces. Another brilliant triumph
over the British flag, meantime, relieved these slight disas-
ters. On the 25th of December, the Constitution, which
had sailed on a second cruise, and was now commanded by
Captain Bainbridge, fell in with the English frigate Java,
and, after a well-contested battle, forced her to surrender.
® The year 1813 opened with a naval victory scarcely less
brilliant. On the 24th of February, the Hornet eighteen,
commanded by Captain Lawrence, captured the British sloop-
of-war Peacock eighteen, after a sharp but short action.
The enemy’s vessel was so much injured that she sank al-
most immediately, carrying down with her nine of her crew
and three of that of the Hornet. The victorious ship had
originally formed part of a squadron commanded by Commo-
dore Bainbridge, and had remained on the coast of South
America when the latter, after having captured the Java,
had returned to the United States. The other vessel of the
squadron, the Essex thirty-two, Captain Porter, was destined

A
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conflict occurred. In August, 1813, Lieutenant Oliver Perry,
commanding the American squadron on Lake Erie, gained a
complete victory over the British fleet, commanded by Cap-
tain Barclay. The fruits of this triumph were not confined
to the capture of the enemy’s vessels, for, by this victory,
Canada was laid open to invasion, and the battle of the
Thames, won almost immediatcly after by Harrison, placed
a large -portion of that province at the mercy of the
Americans.

The first serious check to this tide of success was received
in June, 1813. On the first day of that month, the British
frigate Shannon, thirty-eight, Captaid Broke, appcarcd off
Boston harbour, where the Chesapeake thirty-eight, com-
manded by Captain Lawrence, the hero of the Hornet, was -
then lying. The Chesapeake, though unfit to engage in
battle, as events subsequently proved, immediately made
sail. A furious conflict between the two ships, in sight of
land, was the result. A mortal wound received by Captain
Lawrence, the fall of most of his officers, and the mutinous
character of a portion of his crew, caused the surrender of
the American frigate. The result was heard with unbounded
joy by the British nation. The victory on Lake Erie, how-
ever, which occurred soon after, relieved the depression
which the loss of the Chesapeake had produced in the
United States. The capture of the British brig Boxer, four-
teen, by Lieutenant-Commandant Burrows, in the Enterprise
fourteen, also assisted to restore the public confidence.
Meantime, however, the enemy were hovering, in great
force, about-the waters of the Chesapeake, seeking to do
what damage they could, but unable to effect little beyond
predatory landings at various points. An attack on Craney
Island, which was intended as something serious, was
promptly repulsed. While the Southern waters were thus
vexed, another fleet entered Long Island Sound, where, how-
ever, they did no damage, except blockading the United

-



and that wealthy and populous commonwealth delivered
from the presence of an unlicensed foe. No naval success
during the whole war created more enthusiasm than this
fruitful triumph. Almost simultaneous with this victory
was the repulse of the British fleet at Fort McHenry, below
Baltimore, by which that city, the fourth' in the Union, was
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treaty had been signed. The most decisive of these was the
reduction of the Cyane twenty-four and Levant eighteen
by the Constitution, now commanded by Captain Stewart.
Soon after, this fortunate American frigate was beset at Port
Praya, by an entire squadron of the enemy; but, through
the skill of her commander, managed to escape them all.
In March, the Hornet, now commanded by Captain Biddle,
captured the Penguin eighteen. This was the last regular
action of the war.

In January of this year, the Amencan flag had suffered
a serious reverse in the capture of the President forty-four,
Captain Decatur. But as the victory had been achieved by
an entire British squadron, after a hot chase, in which Cap-
tain Decatur long struggled against great odds, the disaster
was regarded as more honourable than disgraceful to the

navy.

CHAPTER XII.

TO THE WAR WITH MEXICO.

THE reputation of the American navy was greatly in-
creased by the war of 1812. The brilliant manner in which
our ships had been handled during the hostilities with France,
and the dashing exploits of Decatur, Somers, and Stewart,
in the disputes with Tripoli, had early attracted the atten-
tion of Europe. But when the British flag, hitherto uni-
formly victorious at sea, was compelled to strike to our own,
the effect on public opinion abroad proved unprecedented.
The American navy became immediately the theme of general
applause. The bravery and skill of the American seamen
were everywhere extolled.

Something of this rapture, indeed, was attributable to the
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Congress, the pride and boast of its officers and seamen.
The ships, instead of being neglected, as had happened after
the French and Tripolitan wars, were maintained in all their
efficiency; while, at different periods, additions were made
to their number. Most of the two-deckers at present in the
navy were constructed during the generation immediately
following the war of 1812. Large accumulations of timber
and other materials were made, and dry-docks built at the .
most important stations. The gun-boat system was silently
abolished, and the federal funds confined to the erection of
sloops-of-war, frigates, and line-of-battle ships.

Peace had no sooner been concluded with England than
the American government turned its attention to Algiers,
one of the Barbary powers, which had taken advantage of
the war just closed to oppress our commerce in the Mediter-
ranean. A fleet of ten sail, under the command of Decafur,
was despatched to chastise the offender. The commodore
arrived at Algiers on the 28th of June, 1815, and, before
two days elapsed, had extorted a treaty, at the cannon’s
mouth, from the piratical dey. The squadron then pro-
ceeded to Tunis and Tripoli in turn, with reclamations on
those powers for injuries inflicted on our marine during the
late contest; and, at both places, redress was promptly ob-
tained. Decatur now returned to the United States, and was
succeeded by Commodore Bainbridge, at the head of a fleet of
nineteen sail,—the largest which had, up to that time, ever
appeared in the Mediterranean bearing the American flag.

The republic being now at peace with the whole world,
the navy was divided into four squadrons, destined respec-
tively for the Mediterranean, Pacific, Brazil, and West Indies.
In 1841, a home-equadron was created, to cruise on the coast
of the United States. By this method, the dignity of the
nation is maintained in all parts of the world, and American
commerce everywhere protected. The various squadrons are
absent from two to three years. That which is destined for
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under contracts for carrying the mails to foreign ports, with
.the stipulation that,in the event of war, they should be
-placed at the disposal of the United States.

It having been thought that naval architecture was
-declining in America, several specimen sloops-of-war were
directed to be constructed, in order that the most successful
one should be used subsequently as a model. In these
various ways the efficiency of the navy has been endeavoured
to be maintained.

CHAPTER XIIL
THE WAR WITH MEXICO.

THE war with Mexico, which broke out in 1846, had been
preceded by such a state of feeling between that power and
the United States, that the latter had considered it advisable
to keep a much larger fleet than usual in the Gulf. Accord-
ingly, a heavy squadron had been concentrated there, under
command of Commodore Conner. When hostilities actually
‘began, a strict blockade of Vera Cruz, the chief seaport of
the enemy, was instituted, and maintained throughout the
sutumn of 1846 and the winter of 1847. Tampico, Alva-
rado, and Tuspan, Mexican towns lying on the coast, were
captured during this period, by the fleet. '

The Pacific squadron, meantime, was not idle. . Intelli-
gence of the war had no sooner reached Commodore Sloat,
in command of this fleet, than he resolved to make a descent
on the more important ports of the enemy, scattered along
the Californian coast. Accordingly, he seized Monterey.
Soon after, however, he was relieved by Commodore Stockton.
Baut the latter continued to prosecute the bold designs of his
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sand men was collected, under the command of Major-general
Scott, at the mouth of the Rio Grande. Early in March, the
troops embarked in transports from the island of Lobos, and
arrived at Antonio Lizardo. The two following days were
spent in reconnoitring the coast, in order to select a suitable
spot for a landing. In this service Commodore Conner, who
had concentrated his fleet to assist in the siege, lent his
valuable counsels to General Scott. On the 9th, the debark-
ation took place, at a point below the town. While the
troops were being transferred from the transports, the gun-
boats and steamers of the squadron stood close in, to cover
them in case the enemy should show himself on the sand-
hills. The landing, however, was effected without resistance.

In the siege that followed, the navy distinguished itself
especially. The squadron kept up an almost incessant bom-
bardment on the castle of San Juan de Ulloa. Parties of
seamen, also, were landed, with heavy breaching-cannon from
the ships, and, taking up positions in the trenches, did infinite
damage to the foe. The navy and army, indeed, ran a race
of generous rivalry, each striving to surpass the other in
deeds of courage and heroism. About this time, Commodore
Conner was superseded by Commodore Perry; so that the
glory that was won should be divided between the two: the
first having deserved renown for arranging the preliminaries,
while the latter obtained it by sharing in the actual triumph.

This was the last occasion in which the navy enjoyed the
opportunity of distinguishing itself during the war. The
Mexicans having neither national ships nor a mercantile
marine, there was no room for a repetition of the brilliant
feats at sea which had dazzled the world in 1812. A few
insignificant captures of vessels bearing the enemy’s flag
were made; blit no action, worthy of the name, occurred.
It had been expected, when hostilities began, that the Mexi-
can government would commission privateers, in order to
prey upon our extended commerce; but, though it made
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NICHOLAS BIDDLE.

SoME men become famous by a career of brilliant deeds,
and some by an early and melancholy martyrdom. Nicholas
Biddle is an example of one combining both these claims to
the remembrance of his countrymen. After a dazzling suc-
cession of exploits, he was blown up in the Randolph frigate,
while heroically engaged with a vessel nearly double his own
m size; and by this untimely fate, his name has been ren-
dered as immortal as the cause for which he died.

Nicholas Biddle was born at Phiiadelphia, on the 10th of
September, 1750. His paternal grandfather, William Bid-
dle, was one of the most influential and wealthy of the early
settlers of New Jersey. On the maternal side, the subject
of this memoir was a grandson of Nicholas Scull, for many
years surveyor-general of the colony of Pennsylvania.

Young Biddle received the rudiments of an ordinary educa-
b 51



heaven and sea rocked under the roar of thunderbolts. In
similar gales many a gallant ship has gone down, of which
no intelligence has ever been received. The vessel in which
Biddle was embarked was more fortunate ; but she struck a
shoal, and for a while her crew thought her irretrievably
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solid ground. Among the most resolute and energetic in
this .emergency was young Biddle, then only in his six-
teenth year.

But the trials of the crew were not yet ended. Now be-
gan one of those scenes which so frequently occur to those
who “go down to the sea in ships,” but which have no
parallel, or but rare ones, on land. Some provisions having
been procured from the wreck after the swell from the late
storm had subsided, the crew remained for several days on
the island, refitting their boat and’arranging their plans.
The yawl being too small to carry off all, it became neces-
sary to leave a portion behind, but they were loath to do
this, and hoped that succour might appear. At last the pro-
visions being nearly exhausted, it became necessary to come
to & decision. Accordingly it was resolved that lots should
be cast to determine who should remain, and this being done,
it fell to Biddle and three others to be left. With heavy
hearts the four mariners saw their comrades put off, and,
standing together on the shore, watched the boat as it grew
less and less in the distance, until finally it faded away on
the blue horizon. Then, after silently regarding each other,
they turned to look upon their island. It was bare, rocky,
almost verdureless, a hopeless and uninviting desert. For two
months, Biddle and his companions remained on this- de-
serted spot, exposed to every inclemency of the weather, and
frequently suffering for water and provisions. During this
interval, various efforts were made by their late comrades,
who had safely reached port, to send to their relief, but every
attempt for a while proved abortive, until hope began to die
within the bosoms of Biddle and his companions. At last
the glad spectacle of a sail was seen on the distant sea-
board ; it grew larger and larger: it was evidently approach-
ing the island. Signals were hoisted immediately by the

_ sufferers, who very soon had the inexpressible pleasure of
beholding the vessel make towards them, and send a boat
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been disgraced, came to offer his sympathies; but what was
his astonishment when he learned the truth, and heard that
the young officer had voluntarily assumed this inferior posi-
tion in order to share the renown of the expedition! Itisa
curious circumstance that Lord Nelson, then a youth of Bid-
dle’s age, embarked on this voyage under precisely similar
circumstances. It is said that both were appointed cox-
swains, a striking proof that merit cannot be concealed.

The history of the expedition is one of privation, endu-
rance, and heroism beyond what is ordinary for mortals.
The search for a North-west passage had then just begun,
and the seas visited by the navigators were almost unknown.
With intrepid perseverance, however, the ships advanced,
surmounting difficulties that would have appalled common
explorers, until they reached the latitude of eighty-one de-
grees and thirty-nine minutes, or within nine degrees of the
pole. In that high northern region, the sun in summer never
sets, but, like a ball of fire, revolves just above the horizon.
The cold was intense. Huge mountains of ice covered the
chilled ocean far and near, grinding and crashing together,
when they drifted into contact, with a sound like thunder.
The sky was bleak and forbidding, even in clear weather;
but, when snow squalls arose, wild and alarming. With
sounds and sights like these, our young hero became familiar.
At one time the vessels, for five days, were entirely sur-
rounded by icebergs, and even the most sanguine began to
doubt if they could escape. During this protracted period
there was scarcely a minute in which the ships were not in
imminent danger of being crushed to pieces; and no prospect
could have been more terrible than to see two huge moun-
tains of ice, hundreds of feet high, slowly approaching on
either side of the apparently doomed vessels. Biddle, it is
said, kept a journal of this voyage, but it was never pub-
lished, and was subsequently lost with.him in the Randolph.

‘When the expedition of Phipps returned to England, affairs
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of these brigs, the Andrew Doria, Biddle was appointed at
his own solicitation; and, in the latter part of February, ac-
rompanied the squadron to sea, on an expedition against
New Providence, where valuable storés invited an invasion.
. During the passage the small-pox broke out in the fleet,
which was manned principally by seamen from New Eng-
land. The crew of Biddle, being from Philadelphia, had
been inoculated for the disease, and were therefore free from
danger; accordingly, Biddle took on board, from the other
vessels, great numbers of the sick, whom he and his men
tended with assiduous care. Every part of his vessel was
crowded with the sufferers; even the long-boat was prepared
for their accommodation; and Biddle, surrendering his own
oot to a sick midshipman, slept on the lockers. In this con-
dition the squadron arrived at New Providence. Fortunately
for the invaders, no suitable preparations had been made for
resistance, and in consequence the place fell an easy prey,
though the governor, having been warned in time of the pur-,
pose of the expedition, had managed to remove most of the
powder the night preceding the surrender. Nearly & hun-
dred cannon, however, besides considerable stores, were cap-
tured by the Americans. The squadron continued at New
Providence until the 17th of March. During this interval
the crew of the Andrew Doria, from their crowded situation,
became sick, and soon there were not men enough capable
of doing duty to man the boats. When the fleet sailed for
New London, there were still so-many of Biddle'’s crew ill,
that he could not properly fight his batteries. Nevertheless,
when, on the 6th of April, the squadron fell in with the
Glasgow, a British ship of ‘superior force to any one of the
American vessels;, the Andrew Doria took her shére in the
action, until the enemy managed to escape by his swiftness,
after seriously injuring the Alfred and Cabot, the two nearest
ships of Commodore Hopkins.

Having refitted at New London, Biddle received orders to



almost immediately with the command of the Randolph, a
fine frigate of thirty-two guns.

With his usual activity he hastened to prepare his shxp
for sea, and in February, 1777, sailed from Philadelphia on a
cruise. He had been out but a few days, when, in a heavy
gale of wind, all the masts of the Randolph went overboard.
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wspeedily as possible, she resumed her cruise, and three days
after, encountered four sail, bound from Jamaica to London.
One of these vessels, the True Briton, mounted twenty guns,
and was commanded by a conceited officer, who had fre-
quently expressed a wish to meet an American armed vessel,
and had boasted of the ease with which he would capture
the rebel. But now, on seeing the Randolph, he made all
gail in flight. Biddle gave chase, and overhauled the fugi-
tive, who, finding he could not escape, hove to and opened a
cannonade. The Randolph, however, coolly continued her
course, until close upon the enemy, when she prepared for a
broadside. At this the British captain hauled down his
colours. Biddle now went in pursuit of the other vessels, and
by the superior swiftness of his frigate succeeded in capturing
each of the three in turn. Having secured his prizes, all of
which proved to be valuable, he returned to Charleston,
having been absent but & week. He was received, on land-
ing, with acclamations. His name was repeated, far and
near, as that of a hero, men comparing him with the great
naval captains of England. The legislature bestowed on him
substantial marks of its favour. Volunteers, crowding to his
quarters, solicited the privilege of following him in the path
of victory. He was already, though not yet twenty-seven,
at the pinnacle of human glory.

In the early part of February, 1778, Biddle put to sea again,
accompanied by four smaller sail. His intention was to cap-
ture a squadron of four vessels, led by the Carysfort frigate,
which had been cruising off the mouth of Charleston harbour,
to the great detriment of its trade. Not finding the enemy
in the expected position, Biddle stood to the eastward in
hopes yet to meet him. On the second day out he retook a
dismasted ship from New England; as she was without a
cargo, he removed her crew, armament, and stores, and then
set her on fire. Having convinced himself, after a few days’
cruise, that the squadron he sought had left the coast, he
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between the frigate and the line-of-battle ship. At last the
stern of the enemy being clear of the Randolph, the Moultrie
opened her fire ; but soon after, the foe shot ahead, bringing
the Randolph between them, on which a broadside from the
Moultrie went through her consort. Biddle was wounded
in the thigh by this discharge, and for a moment great confu-
gion prevailed on board. But ordering a chair to be brought
on the quarter-deck, the heroic leader kept his post, and soon
restored confidence to his men.

The battle now became fiercer than ever. The crew of
the Randolph, aware of the desperate nature of the contest,
fought with the fury of lions at bay, firing three broadsides
to the enemy’s one. Notwithstanding this rapidity, how-
ever, the aim of the Americans was generally true, as was
soon betokened by spar after spar crashing on the side of the
foe. Animated by the crippled condition of the British
ship, ‘the crew of the Randolph rent the air with cheers.
Meantime the consorts of the American frigate, unable to
participate in the struggle, watched its progress with intense
anxiety. A thick bank of smoke had by this time partially
concealed the combatants from sight, though the position of
the Randolph was known by the girdle of flame in which she
moved. Suddenly a stream of fire of the most intense bright-
ness shot upwards from her deck: spars and masts were
hurled towards the sky; and a stunning explosion followed,
as if a thousand broadsides had been let off simultaneously.
The vessels of the squadron reeled from truck to keelson,
while the very firmament appeared to tremble. The Ran-
dolph had blown up. Soon a dark cloud of smoke settled
over the spot lately occupied by the devoted frigate, while,
through the gloom, a pattering was heard as of bodies falling
on the water. When the first moments of awe and horror
had passed, and the murky vapour had cleared off from
above the wreck, a hundred anxious eyes were turned in
that direction, to see if any signs of the heroic Biddle or his
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affability, he attained a popularity with his men never
excelled, unless perhaps by Decatur. In his early death
the nation mourned the loss of one of her most promising
heroes. Like the young eagle which has just begun to
breast the storm, and which falls transfixed by a thunder-
bolt, he was struck down at the very outset of his career, as
if Fame feared he would mount above herself !

In person Biddle was about five feet nine inches high, re-
markably handsome, strong, and active.
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master-spirit of the hour, riding and ocontrolling the tempest
of death.

.And yet, in one sense, his fame is the property of the
United States. He hoisted the first American flag on board
an American man-ofwar. He won the most brilliant naval
victory in the contest for independence. He contributed
more than any other individual to establish the reputation
of the American marine in Europe. Moreover, during the
period he was in the employment of Congress, he devoted
his entire energies to the cause in which he was embarked ;
and if America had been engaged in other wars in which to
win renown, and he had been flattered with a high commis-
sion, he would .never have left her flag. . But he could ill
brook the inactivity that followed the peace of 1783, and,
when the Empress of Russia offered to make him an admiral,
the tempting bait could not be resisted; he left the service
of the United States, and entered that of Catharine. From
" that hour he ceased to belong wholly to American history.
He fell from the lofty position of a patriot, fighting for the
cause of liberty and his adopted country, and sank into that
of & mere adventurer of the seas, whose sword was open to -
every mercenary bidder. His character cannot, therefore, be
contemplated with that reverence, mingled with admiration,
with which we regard that of Decatur, and patriots of simi-
lar exalted stamp. To them it would have been an insult
to propose shedding blood for money. They drew their blades
for country, not merely for glory or for pay. Paul Jones
fades away before them into a lower and less glorious orbit,
where he shines with a lustre that pales before that of his
more majestic rivals.

This extraordinary man was the son of & gardener of Ar-
bigland, in -the parish of Kirkbean,sand was born, it is be-
Lieved, some time in the month of July, 1747. His paternal
name was Paul, and his ancestors, until within the preceding
generation, had lived on the shores of the Frith of Forth, on,
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him, until, in 1773, we find him visiting Virginia, to arrange
the affairs of his brother, who had died there without leaving
any family. It is to this period that his assumption of the
patronymic Jones is assigned. He was so charmed with the
climate of Virginia, that he resolved to abandon the ocean,
settle as a planter in the colony, and devote his leisure to
retirement and study. But he did not understand his own
nature. His restless soul would soon have spurned the mo-
notony of an agricultural life, even if circumstances had not
arisen to enlist his sympathies in a new direction. The
American Revolution, then about to break forth, alike fasci-
nated him with the grandeur of its sentiments and opened
before him a path to speedy and dazzling renown ; and, with-
out hesitation, he promptly joined the insurgents. His con-
duct in this has been censured by English writers, and during
the war he was stigmatized as a pirate; but he was certainly
not more blamable than Lee, who came to America ex-
pressly to enlist in the patriot army. He was only taking
pert in a civil war, and hence had a right to select his side.
The battle of Lexington convinced the people generally
that a reconciliation between the colonies and mother country
was impossible; and accordingly preparations were made for
carrying on the war actively on the part of the patriots.
Hostilities had scarcely begun, when several captures of
British vessels were made, chiefly by privateers commissioned
in the different States. But towards the close of 1775,
Congress determined to fit out a national force, to act directly
under its orders. Instructions were accordingly given for the
purchase of suitable vessels, and two ships, two brigantines,
and a sloop obtained. Thirteen frigates were also directed to
be built. A list of competent officers was likewise prepared.
In this catalogue, Paul Jones was placed as senior lieutenant,
and appointed to the Alfred, of twenty-four guns, his com-
mission bearing date the 7th of December, 1775. He im-
mediately repaired on board hig charge, then lying in the






-JOHN PAUL JONBES. B £
from participating in the action, which was confined princi-
pally to the Cabot, of fourteen guns, and to the Alfred. The
Cabot, whose metal was light, was soon obliged to sheer off.
After the contest had raged an hour, the block and wheel
rope of the Alfred were shot away, by which the enemy was
enabled to rake the American ship at pleasure. Satisfied
that victory was impossible, the English captain, after deliver-
ing & broadside, availed himself of this accident to escape
from the squadron. In this action, the Alfred was held at
bay by a ship of not superior force; but no imputation rests
on Jones, who was only second in command. The result of
this' whole expedition was ruinous to the reputation of Com-
modore Hopkins. On the 6th of October ensuing, Congress
passed a vote of censure on him for not performing the duties
on which he had been despatched to the southward ; and in
the following January formally dismissed him from the ser-
vice. '

Paul Jones, however, did not share in this obloquy. His
efficient conduct during the expedition was generally ad-
mitted, and, in reward for it, Hopkins appointed him on the
10th of May, 1776, to the command of the sloop Providence,
of twelve guns. With this vessel, Jones cruised between
Boston and the Delaware, and even ran as far south as Ber~
muda. On the 1st of September, while on the latter service,
he discovered five sail, one of which he mistook for a large
merchantman ; but on approaching the stranger, she proved to
be an English frigate, the Solebay. After a chase of four hours,
in a cross sea, the foe had so far gained on the Providence as
to be within musket-shot, on her lee quarter. The frigate
had long before opened her fire, which Jones now replied to,
showing his colours. He kept edging away, however, until
he had gained a position on the lee-bow of .the enemy, when
he suddenly went off dead before a wind, setting every thing
that would draw. Before the Englishman could get out his
light sails, the Providence was nearly out of reach of grape,
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arrived at Boston, having provisions and water for only two -
days remaining. By this successful cruise, Jones flattered
himself he had earned a right to a superior command ; but
what was his chagrin to find himself, about a month after-
wards, superseded by Captain Hinman, an officer entirely
unknown, and heretofore below him on the list.

This injustice drew from Jones a letter of remonstrance to
the marine committee of Congress. “ When I entered the
service,” he writes, “I was not actuated by motives of self-
interest. I stept forth as a free citizen of the world, in de-
fence of the violated rights of mankind, and not in search of
riches, whereof, I thank God, I inherit a sufficiency; but I
should prove my degeneracy were I not in the highest degree
tenacious of my rank and seniority. As a gentleman, I can
yield this point up only to persons of superior abilities and
superior merit; and under such persons it would be my
highest ambition to learn. As this is the first time of my
having expressed the least anxiety on my own account, I
must entreat your patience until I account to you for the
reason which hath given me this freedom of sentiment. It
seems that Captain Hinman’s commission is No. 1, and that,
in consequence, he who was at first my junior officer by
eight, hath expressed himself as my senior officer in a manner
which doth himself no honour, and which doth me signal
injury. There are also in the navy persons who have hot
shown me fair pldy after the service I have rendered them.
I have even been blamed for the civilities which I have shown
to my prisoners; at the request of one of whom I herein
enclose an appeal, which I must beg leave to lay before
Congress. Could you see the appellant’s accomplished lady,
and the innocents their children, arguments in their behalf
would be unnecessary. As the base-minded only are capable
of inconsistencies, you will not blame my free soul, which
can never stoop where I cannot also esteem. Could I, which
1 never can, bear to be superseded, I should indeed deserve
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the days of Ibberville, of Blake, and of the immortal Trump.
But with this wonderful ability was united an equal vanity.
It cannot be said that he claimed more than his due, but he
never claimed less; and his manner of urging his demands
frequently wore the appearance of excessive self-conceit.
His future career exhibited his characteristic foible in even a
stronger light. He continually employed expressions, in re-
ference to himself, which nothing but his dauntless courage
and extraordinary skill could have excused. It is said that
true merit is modest, but Jones was an exception. In this
particular he resembled Nelson. These two great men were
both equally boastful, and both in violation of & rule gene-
rally conceded. But the same sentiment which led Jones to
dwell upon his achievements, also impelled him, we must re-
member, to undertake others. .

It had been intended to bestow on him the command of
the Indian, a frigate building in Holland for the United
States; but, from motives of policy, this superb vessel was
presented to the king of France. Jones accordingly con-
tinued in command of the Ranger. His first task was to
convoy some merchant ships to Quiberon Bay, where he re-
ceived from the French commander a salute, the first ever
given to the flag of America. He next undertook an expe-
dition against the coasts of Great Britain. In popular history,
Jones is regarded as the first to harass the English govern-
ment in this way ; but Captains Conyngham and Wickes, in
the Revenge and Reprisal, had both preceded him. Of the
cruise of Wickes, undertaken in 1777, Silas Deane observes
in one of his letters to Robert Morris, that it “effectually
alarmed England, prevented the great fair at Chester, occa-
sioned insurance to rise, and even deterred the English mer-
chants from shipping goods in English bottoms, at any rate,
so that, in a few weeks, forty sail of French ships were load- .
ing in the Thames on freight, an instance never before
known.” Of Conyngham, he wrote in similar terms, “In a
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his attempt on Whitehaven. Landing in the night, with his
crew divided into two parties, he surprised the fort, spiked
the guns, and set fire to the shipping. Before, however, the
conflagration had spread far, the alarm was given in the
town, and the inkabitants rallying in overwhelming numbers,
it was with much difficulty that Jones escaped. He drew
off his men in safety nevertheless. The flames were extin-
guished before much damage had been done. He now made
an attempt to seize the Earl of Selkirk, and hold him as a
hostage, believing that thus better treatment might be secured
to American prisoners in England. The earl having a seat
at St. Mary’s isle, near where the Dee flows into the Irish
channel, rendered the scheme practicable. "A party landed,
and the mansion was seized. But the earl being absent, the
expedition returned without success. During the day, how-
ever, the men had carried off some of the earl’s plate. This
act of plunder annoyed Jones excessively, as it appeared to
countenance the popular rumour in Great Britain which re-
garded him as a pirate. Purchasing the plate from his
crew, he restored it to Lady Selkirk, an act of consideraticn
which drew from her husband a grateful testimony to the
character of Jones.

On the following day, Jones encountered the Drake, which
he had left in Carrickfergus harbour, and, after a running
fight of an hour, captured her. The English ship was
heavier than the Ranger, and carried more men: this, added
to her being taken within sight of her native coast, caused
the victory to be considered peculiarly brilliant. In the
action, the Drake lost forty men, besides her captain and
Heutenant, who were mortally wounded, while the Ranger
had but two killed and six wounded; a difference so vast as
to imply great superiority in the fire of the Americans.
Jones now went round the north of Ireland, and, though fre-
quently chased, arrived safely at Brest, after an absence of
only twenty-eight days. But in this short interval he had
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possihle to procure sufficient Americans, Jones on the 19th
of June, 1779, sailed on his memorable cruise in this vessel,
accompanied by a squadron, consisting of the Alliance frigate,
the Pallas, the Vengeance brig, and the Cerf, a fine cutter.
It had been originally jntended that the expedition: should
make & descent on Liverpool, and for that purpose Jones
was to have been accompanied by Lafayette at the head of
& body of troops; but the French court finally abandoned
the scheme in favour of the illusive one of & grand invasion,
which never occurred, and hence Jones was left to proceed
alone.

This cruise, destined to make the name of the commander
immortal, began inauspiciously. The Alliance, the second
ship in the squadron, was commanded by Captain Landais,
who shared in the jealousy entertained of Jones by the in-
ferior officers of the French navy; and, while lying to, off
the coast, by palpable mismanagement, or as others supposed
intentionally, he ran into the Bon Homme Richard, injuring
both ships to such a degree that they were compelled to re-
tarn to port to refit. While in harbour, a cartel arrived
from England, bringing more than a hundred exchanged
American seamen, most of whom enlisted on board the
Richard. On the 14th of August, the squadron sailed a
second time. The different vessels soon became separated
however, so that, by the 27th, the Vengeance was the only
one in company with the commodore. On the 31st, off Cape
North, Jones captured a letter-of-marque, bound from London
to Quebec; a proof of the terror he had inspired, as this ves-
sel had gone north about to avoid the usual track. The
Alliance now rejoined the squadron. But the presence of
Captain Landais proved of little service to Jones. That offi-
cer, from this period, exhibited a mutinous spirit, contending
that, a8 his ship was the only really American one in the
squadron, he was superior to the orders of the commodore,
and could act as he pleased. In consequence, the control of
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Accordingly he kept the signal to form the line aboard,
intending to advance with the Pallas in the front, the Richard
second, and the Alliance in the rear. The latter ship, how-
ever, stood on, disregarding this order, and being the swiftest
in the squadron, soon ran down near enough to discern the
enemy'’s force; but, discovering the size of the Serapis, trea-
cherously hauled up and abandoned the Richard to her fate.
Perceiving the flight of Landais, the Pallas, mistaking it for
a general retreat, also drew off; the approaching darkness
assisting the mistake. The action was accordingly left to be
maintained by Jones alone. His indomitable spirit, instead
of sinking, rose with the emergency. He beat to quarters
promptly, and his crew, inspired by his bearing, rushed with
loud cheers to the guns. Darkness had now fallen. It was
only by a night-glass that the course of the enemy could be
followed. At length, about half past seven, the Richerd
came up with the Serapis, the Scarborough being a short dis-
tance to leeward. The American frigate was to windward.
As the two ships approached each other, an anxious silence
prevailed on the decks, and each crew eagerly watched the
motions of the other by the red glare of the battle-lanterns.
The captain of the Serapis was the first to hail. The answer
was equivocal, and given by Jones; when simultaneously
the broadsides of both vessels were discharged. Unfortu-
nately for the Americans, two of the six eighteens that were
in the gun-room of the Richard exploded, blowing up the
deck above, and killing and maiming many who were below.
For an instant terror seized all on board. But the stern
voice of the commodore, and the exertions of his first lieu-
tenant Dale, soon dissipated the panic, and the men resumed
the battle, calling on each other w1th loud cries to avenge
their fallen comrades.

By this accident, the batteries of the Richard were reduced
to twelve pounders.” The Serapis carried eighteens on her
whole lower deck, which rendered her for the rest of the

7
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combat ncarly double the strength of the Richard. Never-
theless the combat was maintained by the latter without a
moment’s pause, her crew making up for their deficiency in
guns by their rapid and unerring aim. The two frigates
continued to manceuvre, passing and repassing each other,
the Serapis, on the whole, having the advantage of position,
as she sailed the best. At last, when the fight had raged
about an hour, they ran afoul. For an instant after the
crash, there was a cessation of the firing. Captain Pearson
of the Serapis. misled by his enemy’s silence, demanded if the
Richard had struck. “I have not begun to fight yet,” was
the memorable reply of Jones. The ships now separated,
and the Serapis, wearing short around, endeavoured to luff
up athwart the bow of the Richard, in order to rake her;
but Jones, convineed that in a regular combat his adversary’s
metal was too hicavy for him, determined to lay the English-
man athwart hawse.  In consequence of the smoke, however,
he miscalculated his distance, and the two vessels came foul
again, the howsprit of the Serapis passing over the bow of
the Richard. With his own hands, the commodore now
lashed the head-gear of the enemy to his mizzen-mast; and
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frequently passed through the gaps without touching. Un-
able to maintain the fight below, the Americans, retreating
to the upper deck, gathered under the shelter of the fore-
castle, and continued the combat by throwing grenades and
firing muskets.

The moon had now risen. The neighbouring shore was
crowded with spectators, gazing anxiously on the scené.
The Pallas, having returned to the combat, had gallantly at-
tacked the Scarborough, and kept her from interfering. In
the distance the Alliance hovered, like some ominous bird of
prey, waiting to pounce on the weakest. Meantime the
grenades and musketry of the Americans had nearly cleared
" the upper decks of the Serapis; while, by great efforts, the
commodore had dragged a gun over from the larboard side,
increasing his battery on the quarter-deck to three pieces.
But he could not, with all his exertions, muster sufficient
force to shift a second cannon. Some of the Richard’s
crew now lay out on her main-yard, and one, boldly taking
his station on the extreme end of the spar, dropped a grenade
down the enemy’s main-hatchway. The missile ignited some
loose powder; this communicated to a line of cartridges,
laid along the main-deck from gun to gun, and an awful ex-
plosion, extending the whole length of the ship aft, ensued.
For some moments, the roar of battle was drowned by screams
of agony. More than twenty men were killed, and thirty-
eight wounded ; while five or six of the aftermost guns were
disabled. A frightful scene of panic ensued. The main-
deck was filled with smoke, so that no one knew for some
time the real extent of the damage; while the shrieks of the
wounded and the cries of the crew added to the general
terror. This consternation was inicreased by the Americans,
who poured grape and canister on the enemy’s decks, and
prevented his ascending from the scene of horror. In the
fury of the strife, both ships caught fire, and soon the roar
of conflagration smote the ears of the combatants. But this

.
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sides; and, as she settled, other shot-holes were exposed to
the ses, increasing the peril. Consternation immediately
spread through the ship. In the panic, the master-at-arms
liberated the English prisoners, of whom there were about
one hundred on board; and one of these, passing through a
port of the Richard into one of the Serapis, informed Captain
Pearson that the Americans must either surrender soon, or
gink. Meantime, the gunner of the Richard, rushing on
deck, ran up the poop in order to haul down the colours ; but
finding the flag-staff shot away, and the ensign hanging in
the water, he could only make known his wishes by calling
out for quarter. All would have been lost in another mo-
" ment, if the commodore had not made his appearance. Cry-
ing out that the day was still with the Richard, he sprang
to the gunwale, attended by a few faithful followers, there
to repel the boarders of the Serapis, who, at this favourable
tarn of affairs, were crowding with loud shouts to secure their
reported victory. At the presence of their leader, new
vigour infused itself into the Americans. Replying with
cheers to the shouts of the boarders, they repelled the latter
from the decks of the Richard, and, following up their suc-
cess, drove them again with grenades and musketry below.
Meanwhile Dale, who had no longer a single gun that could
be fought, mustered the prisoners at the pumps, vociferating
that their own lives, as well as those of the crew, depended
_on their activity: and the terrified Englishmen, expecting
every instant to be engulfed, were glad to obey the com-
mands of any one who held out a prospect of safety.
Scarcely, however, had this danger been met, when a cry
of fire again arose on board the Richard. It was replied to
by an alarm of the same charactet from the Serapis; while
smoke issued in dense columns up the hatchways of both
vessels. At this appalling sight, the two crews, simultane.
ously abandoning their guns, addressed themselves to the
task of quenching the flames. The fire on board the Richard
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was still but partially subdued, when the commodore brought
two nine-pounders to bear on the Serapis, and renewed the
fight with desperate resolution, double-shotting his guns, and
aiming altogether at the mainmast of the foe. By this time,
the whole side of the Richard abaft was beaten in, and the
poop and upper deck was in momentary peril of falling into
the gun-room. Several of the officers now entreated Jones to
surrender.  Still resolute to conquer, yet conscious from this
that every thing depended on himself, Jones passed among
his men, encouraging them to persevere. Nor was it in vain.
With loud shouts they continued the fray. The fire of the
Serapis, which had been partially renewed, soon began to
slacken; her mainmast was tottering; and her crew were °
driven below to a man. The cheers of the Americans now
rose louder and bolder; while those of the British grew
fainter, and finally sank away entirely. At last, through
the smoke which almost shrouded her from sight, the form
of a man was scen rushing up the gangway of the Serapis,
and immediately afterwards the colours of the enemy, which
up to this moment had floated from her poop, sank to the
decks. At this spectacle, repeated huzzas broke from every
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the mean time, however, the cable of the Serapis had been
out, and the Richard and her prize drew slowly away from
the vicinity of the land; but as soon as the lashings were
separated, which had united the two frigates, the mainmast
of the Englishman fell, bringing with it the mizzen-top-mast.
The night was spent in anxiety on board the Richard. With
the earliest dawn, an examination was made into her con-
dition, when she was found to be so much shattered as to
render it perilous to attempt carrying her into port. Ac-
cordingly, but with a heavy heart, for it was painful to part
with the ship in which he had gained his victory, the com-
modore gave orders to transfer the wounded from her. This
had scarcely been effected, when about nine o’clock, the offi-
cer in charge, finding the water had reached her lower decks,
reluctantly withdrew his men from the pumps, and aban-
doned her to her fate. About ten she lurched heavily,
gave a roll, and settled slowly into the sea, bows foremost.
The agitation of the surface where she had disappeared now
sabseided ; the waves rolled quietly on, and not a vestige was
left to mark where the gallant ship had sunk.

In this terrible action, the Serapis lost about one hundred
and fifty men, and the Richard probably an equal number;
for the amount of the dead and wounded on either ship was
never accurately known. The loss would have been even
greater, if the men of the Serapis had not early been driven
below, and those of the Richard forced under cover. The
English frigate suffered less than her adversary, the guns of
the latter being light, as we have seen, and soon silenced.
After the action, jury-masts were rigged on the Serapis, and
she drove about nearly helpless in the North Sea, until the
6th of October, when the remains of the squadron, with the
two prizes, made the Texel. The arrival of Paul Jones here
created an intense excitement. The populace regarded him
as & hero. But the British ambassador demanded that his
prisoners should be released, and that he should be treated
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- He found, on his arrival in Philadelphia, that Landais had
been tried, and dismissed the service for ever. He was him-
eelf subjected to an inquiry, in reference, as well to his diffi-
oulty with that officer, as to the detention of some army
stores which came in the Ariel, but the verdict not only ex-
cused him, but was highly flattering. Congress returned him
thanks for his bravery in the action with the Serapis, and
bestowed on him the command of the America, a fine vessel
still on the stocks. But, before she was completed, & French
seventy-four being lost in Boston harbour, Congress gave the
America to her ally. Thus fate, which had cheated him of
the Indian in a somewhat similar case, again perversely in-
terfered. He bore his disappointment, however, with pru-
dence, if not with patriotism; a conduct which elicited the
compliments of the American minister of marine. Impatient
of inactivity, he solicited and obtained from Congress leave
to serve on board the French fleet, then cruigsing in the
American waters. During this period he was in the con-
stant receipt of letters complimenting his career; and among
his correspondents of this character were Lafayette and John
Adams. Peace, however, soon destroyed his further prospects
of distinction. He now visited Europe as agent for prize-
money, led partly by interest, for large arrearages were still
due to him there. In Paris, where he spent most of his time,
he devoted his leisure to projecting vast enterprises, which
it was impossible to have carried into execution, and in ex-
changing flatteries with distinguished personages, a pursuit
of which he never tired. After a residence of three years in
Europe, chiefly spent among the fashionable society of Paris,
he returned to America in the summer of 1787. Shortly
after his arrival, he received a new proof of the estimation
with which he was regarded by the American Congress,
in the presentation of a gold medal to him, commemora-
tive of his action with the Serapis. He was also furnished
with a letter from .Congress to the French monarch, and
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BURNING OF THE CAPITAN PACHA'S GALLEY.

ter, ever conceived how much her majesty is made to reign
over & great empire, to make people happy, and to attach
grateful and susceptible minds.”- -

This delusive dream did not, however, continue long.
Jones began his journey to the Black Sea on the 7th of
May, 1788. Here he found Prince-marshal Potemkin in
command of the troops destined to act against Ocjakow, and
the Prince of Nassau, with whom Jones was not on favour-
able terms, at the head of the flotilla. Potemkin at first
received him graciously, but Jones, even before hoisting his
flag as rear-admiral, discovered that most of the inferior offi-
cers, jealous of his expected glory, had entered into a cabal
against him. The intrigues of these envious spirits continued
through the whole campaign. Jones was not the person to
conciliate such enemies, and the result was that he became
their victim. He distinguished himself with his usual
bravery in the campaign, particularly in the capture, off
Ocjakow, of the capitan pacha’s galley. But it would be
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directed to remove elsewhere, at least for a while. In leav-
ing Russia, he indulged in his journal, after an exculpation
of his pretended crime, in the following extravagant, but,
under the circumstances, almost excusable self-eulogium :
“In short, my conduct has obtained for me the returns most
grateful to my heart. I have had the happiness to give uni-
versal satisfaction to two great and enlightened nations which
I have served. Of this I have received singular proofs. I
am the only man in the world that possesses a sword given
by the King of France. It is to me a glorious distinction to
wear it; and above all, to have received it as a proof of the
particular esteem of a monarch so august,—a monarch who
has declared himself the protector of the rights of the human
race, and who adds to this glorious title that of citizen! I
have indelible proofs of the high consideration of the United
States; but what completes my happiness is the esteem and
friendship of the most virtuous of men, whose fame will be
immortal ; and that a Washington, a Franklin, a D’Estaing,
a La Fayette, think the bust of Paul Jones worthy of being
placed side by side with their own.”

On his route to Paris he stopped at Warsaw, where he
met Kosciusko. In consequence of this acquaintance, a cor-
respondence subsequently ensued between the Polish patriot
and Paul Jones, it being the desire of the former to engage
the latter in the schemes then on foot, and soon after at-
tempted to be carried into execution, for the entire redemp-
tion of Poland. But Jones, still cherishing the hope of being
recalled to Russia, refused to listen to these overtures. His
eyes, however, ought soon to have been opened to the fact
that he had been virtually dismissed; for, though he wrote
for arrearages of pay, he never obtained any. He appears, at
this time, to have suffered from poverty, and occasionally spoke
of recruiting his fortunes by marrying a rich wife. The hope
of being reinstated in the Russian service still haunted him,
however, though the illness which led to his death was al-
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best traits of his character. He frequently corresponded
with them, and always in terms of sinceéré affection.

In manners, Paul Jones was a little stiff, somewhat con-
ceited, and fond of imitating the airs of & gallant. He was
scrupulously neat in dress. In person he was about the mid-
dle size, and slightly made. In his younger days, he was
remarkably agile, and capable of enduring great fatigue; but
his flery spirit gradually chafed away the tenement which
enshrined it, until, in his later years, he was almost con-
stantly ill. His complexion was dark, as were his hair and
eyes. Promptitude and decision were imprinted on every
line of his countenance. '
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ordinary studies, his attention having been early directed to
the ocean. In this chosen profession he rose rapidly. At
cighteen he was already in command of & vessel in the En-
ropean trade, with the prospect of a speedy competency,
when the war of independence broke out, and, by changing
his master's quadrant for the captain’s sword, altered the
whole course of his life. '

Murray immediately threw up his ship, resolving to devote
himself to the cause of his country; and was rewarded by
the appointment of lieutenant in the navy. As this marine
existed as yet only on paper, however, he was compelled for
the present to serve on land. Accordingly he accepted the
commission of lieutenant in the first Maryland regiment,
subsequently, under its heroic commander, Col. Smallwood,
the most distinguished in the war. In the various actions
in which this fine regiment won its reputation, Murray was
present, and shared in its glory. At Long Island, at White
Plains, and at Flatbush, he led his men with invincible cou-
rage; nor did he come out of the campaign unscathed.
While the army was firing at the British fleet during its
passage up the Hudson river, several pieces of cannon ex-
ploded, which impaired his sense of hearing for life. He also
suffered severely from exposure. At the end of the season,
afflicted by chronic diseases, he was compelled to retire; but:
not before his bravery had been rewarded by a promotion to
a captaincy in the second Maryland regiment. What perils
of battle, as well as of sickness, he and the other members
of Smallwood’s regiment were called on to endure, may be
learned from the fact, that of nearly one thousand men who’
originally composed this band, but sixty were left at the glo-
rious field of Trenton, at the close of the campaign.

Having recovered his health, he sought employment again
on the ocean; and acoepted the command of a letter-of--
marque, with eighteen six-pounders and fifty men, bound for
Holland. With this veasel he sailed from Baltimore, convoy-
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dition, if a second British frigate had not come up at. this
-orisis, and, laying herself across the stern of the Trumbull,
poured in such raking broadsides, that a surrender became
inevitable. In this action Murray received a severe wound.
One third of the Trumbull’s crew were either killed or dis-
abled, a sanguinary proof of the fury with which the battle
had been contested. The American frigate was the next
day towed into New York, without a mast standing, and
with several of her gun-ports beat into one. Such was al-
ready the heroism of our infant navy !

Having been again exchanged, Murray, now recovered
from his wounds, repaired to Baltimore, where his high
reputation soon obtained for him the command of another
brig, a letter-of-marque. In this vessel he sailed for St. Croix,
with a cargo of tobacco, his armament consisting of only five
six-pounders, and his crew numbering but twenty-five men.
During the voyage he was assailed by a privateer carrying
fourteen guns and one hundred men. Murray, instead of
striking at once to this greatly superior force, resolved to try
the success of a combat; and bringing his five guns to bear,
ultimately compelled the foe to draw off. The British, how-
ever, stung at being repulsed by an inferior enemy, soon
returned to the combat. But success had now inspired the
Americans, and, with Murray at their head, they renewed «
the battle with cheers. Every man on board the brig felt
himself a hero. The five guns, as occasion demanded, were
shifted from side to side, so that the foe, on whichever -
quarter he approached, found his match. The privateer,
giving up all hope of succeeding otherwise, now ranged up
alongside and essayed to board; but the attempt was re-
pulsed, and the British again resorted to a cannonade. The
brig, by this time, had not a spar standing, except the main-
mast and the stump of the bowsprit. Convinced that the
Americans must be an easy prey under these disheartening
circumstances, the enemy again approached the brig, and.






ALEXANDER MURRAY. 107

navy was disbanded. Murray, it is believed, was the last
officer who held a commission in the service after the ratifi-
cation. Few had run so patriotic a career. He had been
in thirteen battles on land and sea; had been frequently
wounded ; and was twice made a prisoner. On nearly every
occasion in which he met the enemy, he had contended
against a superior force, generally with victory, and always
with honour. No considerations of mere rank had prevented
his serving his country. At one time we find him at the
head of a flotilla, then acting as a subordinate officer; again
in command of & ship; and finally as a lieutenant under
the immortal Barry. When no armed vessels of any kind
were to be had, he was willing to serve in the army; when
Congress had not sufficient men-of-war, but private armed
ships were to be obtained, he accepted a letter-of-marque.
Battered by tempests and wounds, his sword was ever at
the call of his country, and was never sheathed, even for a
moment, unless when he was a prisoner. If ever a man was
a patriot, Alexander Murray was one.

‘When the navy was re-organized, in the prospect of & war
with France, under the administration of John Adams, Mur-
ray’s name was one of the first on the list of officers appointed.
He took command of the United States ship Montezuma,
carrying twenty-four guns, and in a cruise of eight months,
chiefly along the West Indies, convoyed more than one hun-
dred vessels into port, without the loss of a single sail. For
his success he received the thanks of the executive, and was
promoted to the command of the Insurgent. He now sailed
on a roving commission which lasted nine months, most of
the time being spent in an unavailing effort to find an enemy
worthy of him. At Point Petre he blockaded a French
frigate of forty-four guns, until, all his provisions being con-
sumed, he was forced to repair to St. Christopher’s to recruit.
On returning to renew the blockade, he met the Constella-
tion, then just out of her glorious combat with the very ship
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passed reducing the navy, Murray was one of -the captains
retained on the list. The spoliations of the Barbary powers
on our commerce having become unbearable; it was resolved,
in the beginning of 1802, to despatch a squadron to the
Mediterranean; and the command of this fleet was at first
destined for Truxtun, but that officer getting into a ¢ontro-
versy with government, Captain Morris was substituted for
him, in the Chesapeake. As this frigate, however, was not
yet ready for sea, Mumy was despatched in ‘the ConsteHa-
tion, and, arriving first in the Mediterranean, became the
superior officer there. His' services in this expedition were
arduous, but no occasion offered for brilliant deeds. His
courtesy, however, to foreign powers was of essential benefit
in creating favourable impressions of our young republic.
At Naples he was entertained with much display. At
Malaga, having assisted in the reception of the Duke of
Kent, he was accorded the second post of honour, and pub-
licly thanked by his highness for the compliment thus paid
to the British nation in his person. Murray first visited
Tunis, where he left presents for the bey, after which he
proceeded to Tripoli, which he blockaded. He remained
before this place four months, for several weeks of the time
without a consort; and it was during this interval that the
first action between our flag and that of T'ripoli occurred,—
a trivial one, however.

The want of small vessels in the squadron soon convinced
Murrgy that a complete blockade was impracticable, and, find.
ing himself short of water, he made sail for Palermo. Here
he heard of the arrival of his supenor, Captain Morris, in the
Mediterranean. At Leghorn he fell in with that officer, and
having arranged their future operations, Murray proceeded
down the Straits with a convoy. A gale compelling him to
put into Malaga, in order to repair a mast, he there met
Captain Rodgers, in the John Adams, who placed in his
hands an open letter from the Secretary of the Navy, directed
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Few commanders in our infant navy were employed in a
greater variety of services than John Barry, or met the enemy
under more disadvantages; and none acquitted themselves
with higher credit. He possessed, indeed, all the qualities of
a successful leader. He was brave without temerity; prompt
without rashness; sound in his judgment, and skilful in
executing his plans. Though a rigid disciplinarian, he knew
how .to win the esteem of his sailors. His devotion to his,
adopted country was of the purest and sincerest character;
he resisted every allurement to abandon her in the hour of
her need; and he died at last in her service.
~ Barry was born at Wexford, Ireland, in the year 1745, of a
family which had been respectable farmers for a long period
of time. Early manifesting an inclination for the sea, he
was placed on board a merchantman while yet a boy. Am-
bitious of knowledge, he omitted no opportunity to increase
his store of information, and, in the intervals of his voyages,
applied himself sedulously to learning, until he had obtained
what was not common at that time to all in his rank of life,

‘agood parochial education. At the age of fifteen he emi-
118
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~ While lying at this place, Barry conceived a project, which
has justly been pronounced by one of his biographers, as un-
equalled, during the war, for boldness of design and dexterity
of execution. He planned an expedition down the river, in
the hope to strike a blow at some of the enemy’s vessels
anchored off or below the city. Manning four boats accord-
ingly, he pulled down with the tide. Some alarm was given
when opposite Philadelphia, but, dashing ahead, he passed
the town without injury. Off Port Penn, near the mouth of
the river, lay a British schooner of ten guns, and four trans-
ports, with freight for the British army. Barry boarded and
carried the schooner without loss, and the transports also fell
into his hands. He had scarcely achieved his conquest,
however, when two of the enemy’s cruisers appeared in sight,
on which he destroyed his prizes and escaped to land, with-
out the loss of a man. This act of daring gallantry attracted
the attention of Sir William Howe, at that period the British
commander-in-chief, who, to detach him from the Americans,
offered bim twenty thousand guineas and the command of a
frigate in the English navy. But the bribe was indignantly
spurned. “Not the value and command of the whole British
fleet,” replied Barry, “can seduce me from the cause of my
country.” -

The Effingham, as well as the other ships at Whitehall,
having been destroyed by the énemy, Barry was appoix‘lted
to the command of the Raleigh, of thirty-two guns. On the
25th of September, 1778, at six A. M., he sailed from Boston
in his new ship. At noon, two strange sail were seen to lee-
ward, distant fifteen or sixteen miles. They immediately
gave chase, but at night Barry lost sight of them. In the
morning it proved hazy, and the enemy were not visible; but
about noon it cleared, when the two ships were recognised
in the southern board, to windward. They made sail imme-
diately in pursuit, but the mist falling again, they were once
more lost sight of, nor was any thing more seen of them on

9
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intention of the American commander to burn his ship and .
defend the island, and a portion of the crew was already
landed, when the plan was frustrated through the treachery
of a petty officer, who surrendered the vessel. Those on
shore, however, escaped; but the Raleigh was preserved,
and subsequently placed in the British navy. The vessel
that engaged Bafry was the Unicorn, of twenty-eight guns,
and her consort was the Experiment, of fifty. The Unicorn
was much cut up, and lost her masts after the action. The
perseverance with which Barry manceuvred to avoid his
enemy, and the spirit with which he contended against such
odds, raised his reputation to a high rank among our naval
heroes. .

There being a scarcity of national armed ships, Barry was
not able immediately to obtain a vessel in place of the
Raleigh ; but, unwilling to remain in inactivity, he made
several voyages in letters-of-marque to the West Indies.
During one of these voyages he -had the charge of a large
squadron of armed merchantmen. Congress now appointed
him to the command of a seventy-four, then building in New
Hampshire. Soon after, however, it was concluded to present
her to the King of France, on which Barry was transferred
to the Alliance, of thirty-six guns, the finest frigate in the
service. In February, 1781, he sailed with her for L'Orient,
having on board Colonel Laurens and suite, on an important
embassy to the court of Versailles. After leaving his pas-
sengers att L'Orient, he departed on a cruise, in which he
took several valuable prizes. He was still at sea, when, on
the 28th of May, two sail were discovered on the weather-
bow, standing for him. At daybreak on the 29th, it was
quite calm, but the strangers were now close to the Alliance.
They were a ship and a brig, showing English colours.
Barry had already displayed the American flag, and beat to
quarters. The enemy, by means of sweeps, was able to
approach the Alliance, and choose their position, while the
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latter lay motionless on the water. Barry now hailed. - He
learned that the strangers were the Atlanta, of sixteen guns,
and the Trepassy, of fourteen; and immedia.tely ordered
them to surrender. This the two British cruisers declmed &
do, and immediately the action began.

It was now noon, but still there was not a breath of air
The Alliance lay totally unmanageable.” The enemy, by
means of sweeps, stealing up to her quarters, where only ¢
few of her aftermost guns could be used, while the whole
weight of their broadsides could be delivered against her
soon had the conflict almost entirely to themselves. The
combat had raged for more than an hour, and the Ameri
cans, fighting at such disadvantage, were rapidly becoming
disheartened, when a grape-shot shattered the left shoulde:
of the commodore. Though suffering the acutest agony
Barry persisted in remaining on deck, until, having nearly
fainted from loss of blood, he was compelled to be carried &
the cock-pit. His last words, however, before descending
were an injunction never to give up the ship. The hope
lessness of the contest, in its present shape, had almos
reduced the men to despair, when, as if to crown their de
spondency, a shot carried away the ensign of the Alliance
At this ominous sight, the crew paused in their efforts, whils
the enemy, concluding the Americans had struck, mannex
their shrouds and huzzaed. The sound reached the ear of
Barry in the cock-pit, and he anxiously inquired what i
meant. But, before the answer could be framed, a breems
was seen rippling the distant sea; it came nearer and neaver
it struck the Alliance; and, in an instant, she had gathere«
headway. This interposition of the elements was regarde
as almost miraculous, and at once changed the whole feeling
of the crew. They manned their guns with loud cheers, am
delivered a broadside as the Alliance came round. The con
test was soon at an end. The two light cruisers could d
‘nothing against & heavy frigate, now that she was manage
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able, and, at three, P. u., they struck. Barry, out of compli-
ment to the heroism of his antagonists, refused to receive the
sword of Captain Edward, the senior officer of the enemy.
The Alliance was severely damaged. Her loss was eleven
killed and twenty-one wounded : that of the British forty-one
killed and wounded. This action was regarded as the most
brilliant of the year.

. The Alliance, having returned to Boston, received orders,
towards the close of 1781, to carry the Marquis de la Fay-
ette and the Count de Noailles to France on public business.
Accordingly, on the 25th of December, she sailed from Boston
with them on board. Having executed her mission, she left
L'Orient in February, 1782, on a cruise. Her success was
great, and she continued at sea until March of the following
year, only making port occasionally. - Having been de-
spatched to Havana for specie, she sailed from that port in
company with the Luzerne, a ship loaded with supplies.
Soon after leaving harbour, three frigates were discerned
ahead, two leagues distant; the American vessels were hove
about; the enemy gave chase. The Luzerne falling rapidly
behind, Barry signalled her to throw her guns overboard.
A strange sail was now discovered on the weather-bow bear-
ing down on them. The Alliance immediately showed a
signal, which was answered; the stranger proving to be a
French man-of-war of fifty guns. Barry now determined to
make a dash at the headmost of the enemy’s frigates, and, °
after a brief address to his men, wore round and poured in
his broadside. The other vessels meantime manceuvred in
a way to engage the attention of the French ship; but she
kept her wind, fearing that the Alliance had been already
captured, and that the engagement was only a decoy. After
an action of fifty minutes, Barry’s antagonist hoisted a signal
of distress, on which her consorts joined her, and the Alliance
hauled off. Barry now stood for the French ship, and, speak-
ing her, it was determined to bring the enemy to action in
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company. But the fifty proved so dull a sailer that the idea
was abandoned. The loss of the Alliance in this engage-
ment was three killed and eleven wounded; that of the
enemy is reported to have been thirty-seven killed and fifty
wounded. The commander of the frigate opposed to Barry
was Captain James Vaughan, subsequently vice-admiral of
the red; and, alluding to this battle some years after, he
said he had never seen a ship so ably fought as the Alliance.

This was the last occasion on which the commodore was
engaged with the British. Peace soon after was declared,
and he remained for many years on shore, though retained
in the service. When, under the administration of John
Adams, it was determined to increase the navy, Barry was
appointed to superintend the building of the United States,
at Philadelphia, a forty-four gun frigate destined for his com-
mand. The model he sanctioned was used in her construc-
tion, and subsequently employed in other of our national
vessels, which have proved so superior. She was launched
on the 10th of July, 1797, being the first vessel afloat under
the present organization of the navy. In little-more than a
year, the French war broke out, when Barry was ordered to
sea in her, carrying out with him, as inferior officers, many
who have since risen to high rank and distinction in the ser-
vice. He first went to the eastward, but was directed soon
after to go to the West Indies, with the Delaware, of twenty
guns, and the Herald, of eighteen ; and accordingly he hoisted,
for the first time, his broad pennant as a commodore. During
the course of the autumn, two considerable privateers were
captured by the United States and her consort the Delaware;
but no enemy of equal size presented himself to Barry. He
continued, however, actively employed in defending our com-
merce, being most of the time at sea, until the autumn of the
following year, when he sailed for France, having on board
envoys to the Directory, pledges having been given to our
government that its ministers would be properly respected,



JOHN BARRY. : 121

and that the French were willing to treat for & peace. Hos-
tilities nevertheless continued for mgre than two years longer,
not being terminated until the 3d of February, 1801. Even
after the difficulties with France were terminated, however,
Barry retained the command of the United States; but soon
after the accession of Jefferson to the presidential chair, the
ship being laid up in ordinary, the commodore retired finally
from active service. )

He did not long survive. The short interval that remained
to him of life was spent among his family, in the exercise of
a generous hospitality. Frank and affable in his deportment,
with a native humour that charmed all, it was considered
not less a pleasure than an honour to share the conversation
of the veteran hero. For many years he had been subject to
an asthmatic affection, to which he fell a victim, at Phila-
delphia, on the 13th of September, 1803. He died as he
had lived, in the faith of a Christian.

In person Commodore Barry was above the ordinary size.
His countenance was marked with that resolution which was
his characteristic, the expression softened somewhat by the
genial kindness of his heart. In deportment he was dlgm
fied, without being ostentatious.
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in-law, Captain Drysdale, the master of & small brig trading
to Liverpool.

With this relative he continued four years. In December,
1774, Captain Drysdale sailed for Nice, but died in a week
after leaving port. The first mate having left the ship in
consequence of a quarrel, the command of the vessel devolved
on Barney, now only in his sixteenth year. The ship sprang
a leak, so that it was necessary to keep the pumps at work
night and day; and, on entering the Mediterranean, she was
overtaken by a storm, which almost reduced her to a wreck.
Barney put into Gibraltar, where the vessel was repaired, an
operation that required three months; after which he prose-
cuted his voyage to Nice without further disaster. Arrived
at this port, the consignees refused to pay the expenses in-
curred at Gibraltar, and .the authorities sustaining them,
Barney was cast into prison. To prevent his vessel being
seized, he hoisted the union jack, so that any trespass on her
would be an insult to the British flag. His firmness pre-
vailed. He was released from prison, the repairs were liqui-
dated, and his vessel allowed to proceed homewards. Touch-
ing at Alicant, however, where an expedition was being fitted
out against Algiers, his ship was detained and employed
on that unfortunate and disgraceful enterprise.

When, after these adventures, Barney reached America,
he found that the war of independence had broke out, and
that his native country, which he had left a colony of Great
Britain, had practically declared her independence. He was
not yet sixteen, but patriotism knows no age, and he deter-
mined to cast his sword in the scale of America. Two
vessels were, at that time, being equipped at Baltimore under
-the authority of Congress, and in one of these, the sloop-of-
war Hornet, he entered as master's mate. He served in this

vessel on the expedition against New Providence. Subse-
quently he volunteered on board the Wasp, Captain Charles
Alexander, and was with that vessel when she was chased
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their prize would prove of little value, and might even have
to be abandoned. The struggle for the control of the Dela- .
ware was expected to take place at the mouth of the Schuyl-
kill, where Fort Mifflin and Red Bank, both in possession of
the Americans, frowned defiance on the royal fleets. Thither
the flotilla was now despatched to assist in the contest. The
series of heroic combats that ensued, and which were pro-
tracted for nearly a month, will never be forgotten while the
history of America survives; forts and flotilla alike con-
tributed their deeds of valour, and, though the overwhelming
numbers of the British finally prevailed, the victors reaped
less glory than the conquered. In the flotilla action, Barney
was conspicuous. The American ships, after their defeat,
retired up the river to Bordentown.

In December he was ordered to Baltimore, to enter as a
lieutenant on board the frigate Virginia. While endeavour-
ing to get to sea, in March, 1778, the ship ran aground, and
in this situation was attacked by three of the British fleet.
The captain took to his barge and went ashore, leaving
Barney in command. The young hero would have fought
the frigate to the last extremity, but was prevented by the
other officers, who declared resistance impossible. The ship
was accordingly surrendered, and Barney found himself a
prisoner a second time. At first he was treated with hu-
manity; but being carried to New York, and thrown into one
of the prison-ships, he realized the full horrors of captivity.
In a few weeks, however, Admiral Byrne arrived from Eng-
land to supersede Lord Howe in command of the British
fleet, and, having visited the prison-ships, ordered Barney to
be removed to his own vessel, where he was allowed con-
siderable liberties. After a captivity of five months, he was
exchanged. He now took command of a private armed
schooner, and sailed for St. Eustatia; was captured by a
privateer in the bay, and set on shore; and meeting at Balti-
more his old friend Captain Robinson, accepted the post of
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by the Intrepid seventy-four. A prisoner now for the third
time, he was treated with even more brutality than on the
second occasion. Being first carried to New York, he was
afterwards sent to England, there to be tried for treason.
During the voyage the prisoners, sixty in number, were con-
fined in loathsome apartments, without light or pure air, and
with a scanty supply of provisions. At Plymouth they were
flung into a prison-ship. Afterwards they were transferred to
Mill Prison. From this place Barney succeeded in effecting
his escape in disguise, and, with two other Americans in a
similar situation, obtained a small fishing vessel, in which,
habited as fishermen, they set sail for France. They had run
the gauntlet of the channel fleet successfully, and were con-
gratulating themselves on their approaching arrival among
friends, when a privateer overhauled their little craft, made
them prisoners, and carried them into Plymouth. Here, how-
ever, Barney again made his escape, reached London, and, after
gix weeks of suspense, obtained a passage secretly to Holland.
Such extraordinary adventures realize a dream of romance.
He reached Philadelphia on the 21st of March, 1782, after
an absence of nearly two years, the last twelvemonth of
which had been consumed in his attempts to escape and in
his voyage home. He was not long allowed to enjoy the
repose which his trials and sufferings merited. The Dela-
ware Bay was, at this period, infested with small cruisers of
the enemy, which not only captured the river craft, but mo-
lested the neighbouring shores. ‘To repress these marauders,
the state of Pennsylvania determined to fit out a vessel or
two at its own expense; and, with this view, a small merchant
ship, called the Hyder Ali, then lying outward bound with
a cargo of flour, was purchased. It took but a few days to
discharge her freight, to pierce her for sixteen guns, and to
provide her with an armament. Volunteers flocked to offer
themselves for her crew. The command was given to Bar-
ney, and, at the head of & convoy of outward-bound mer-
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chantmen, he stood down the bay, and anchored, on the 8th
of April, in the roads off Cape May, where he awaited a
proper wind for the traders to go to sea. Suddenly, two
ships and a brig, one of the former a frigate, were seen round-
ing the cape, obviously with the. intention of attacking him ;
on which he signalled the convoy to stand up the bay, the
wind being at the southward, himself covering their rear,
and the enemy in hot pursuit.

In order to head off the fugitives, the frigate took ome
channel and her consorts the other; the ship and brig choos-
ing that which the Hyder Ali had selected. The brig, being
a very fast vessel, soon overhauled Barney; but, contenting
herself with giving him a broadside as she passed, pressed on
in pursuit of the convoy. The Hyder Ali declined to return
this fire, holding herself in reserve for the ship, a sloop-of-wa
mounting twenty guns, which was now seen rapidly approach-
ing. When the Englishman drew near, Barney suddenly
luffed, threw in his broadside, and immediately righting his
helm, kept away again. This staggered the enemy, who,
being so much the superior, and having a frigate within sus
taining distance, had expected the Hyder Ali to surrender.
The two vessels were now within pistol-shot of each other,
and the forward guns of the British were just beginning %«
bear, when Barney, in a loud voice, ordered his quarter-mas
ter “to port his helm.” The command was distinctly heard
on board the enemy, as indeed Barney had intended it should
be; and the Englishman immediately prepared to manceuvre
his ship accordingly. But the quarter-master of the Hyde)
Ali had, prior to this, received his instructions, and, instead
of obeying Barney’s pretended order, whirled his wheel ir
the contrary direction, luffing the American ship athwart the
hawse of her antagonist. The jib-boom of the enemy, ir
consequence of this, caught in the fore-rigging of the Hyde:
Ali, giving the latter the raking position which Barney had
desired. '
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Not a cheer rose from the decks of the American vessel,
even at this welcome spectacle; for the men knew that vic-
tory against such odds was still uncertain, and they thought
as yet only of securing it. Nor did the British, at a sight so
dispiriting to them, yield in despair. On the contrary, both
erews rushed to their guns, and, for half an hour, the combat
 was waged on either side with desperate fury. The two
vessels were soon enveloped in smoke. The explosions of the
artillery were like continuous claps of thunder. In twenty-
gix minutes not less than twenty broadsides were discharged.
Nor was the struggle confined to the batteries. Riflemen,
posted in the tops of the Hyder Ali, picked off, one by one,
the crew of the enemy, until his decks ran slippery with
blood, and fifty-six out of his crew of one hundred and forty
hed fallen. All this while Barney stood on the quarter-deck
of his ship, & mark for the enemy’s sharp-shooters, until they
were driven from their stations by the superior aim of the
Americans. At length, finding further resistance hopeless,
the Englishman struck his colours. Huzza on huzza now
rose from the deck of the victor. Barney, on taking possess-
sion, discovered that the vessel he had captured was the
General Monk, and that her weight of metal was nearly
twice his own. Notwithstanding the presence of the frigate,
the young hero succeeded in bringing off his prize in safety;
and, in a few hours, had moored her by the Hyder Ali’s side
opposite Philadelphia, with the dead of both ships still on
their decks. In this action, Barney lost but four killed and
eleven wounded. For the victory, conceded to be the most
brilliant of the latter years of the war, Barney was rewarded
by the state of Pennsylvania with a gold-hilted sword. In
consequence of the capture of the General Monk, the Dela-
ware ceased to be infested with the enemy.

The prize was now purchased by the United States, refitted
under the name of the General Washington, and sent to sea
with Barney in command. Off Cape May he escaped, in the

10
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claims unrequited, and the fortune he already possessed slip-
ping away, he retired disgusted in 1802, having lost in claims
for services and money advanced, two hundred thousand
dollars. The justice of his demands was in part acknow-
ledged by a pension of fifteen hundred dollars; but of this
he never drew a cent.

When the war of 1812 broke out, Barney took command
of the privateer Rossie, and in ninety days captured eighteen
ships, valued at two millions and a half of dollars. In 1813
he accepted the command of the flotilla fitting out to defend
Chesapeake Bay; but it was not until April of the succeed-
ing year that his force was in a condition to act. He was
now for some time blockaded; but, having received reinforce-
ments, he attacked the enemy’s squadron, and would proba-
bly have succeeded if the battery on shore had sustained
him. In the affair of Bladensburg, hé commanded the ma-
rines, the only portion of the American army which behaved
with spirit. Barney and his little band kept the enemy in
check, until the commodore -and most of his officers were
wounded, the former so severely as to be unable to accom-
pany the retreat which he was compelled finally to order.
The British, respecting his heroism, gave him his parole, and
he was carried by the enemy’s sailors to Bladensburg, the
gallant tars refusing to accept the liberal sum which he of-
fered in compensation for their trouble. From Bladensburg,
he was conveyed to his farm at Elkridge, where he remained
for a considerable period, slowly recovering. The surgeon,
fearing the risk of extracting the ball, allowed it to remain
in the wound, which gave Barney much inconvenience, and
was thought to have led ultimately to his death. For his
gallantry in this action, the corporation of Washington pre-
sented him with an elegant sword.

On the restoration of his health, having been exchanged,
he resumed the command of the flotilla; but peace was soon
after declared. He now went to Europe with despatches,












RICHARD DALE.

As the lieutenant of Paul Jones in the action with the
Serapis, and as the person to whom, after the commander, the
victory is principally to be attributed, Richard Dale deserves
a prominent place in this series.

Dale was born in Virginia, not far from the town of Nor-
folk, on the 6th of November, 1756. His parents were re-
spectable, though not rich. His father died while Dale was
yet a lad, when his mother, finding herself left with several
children, married again. The presence of a step-father in
the house, added to a natural inclination for the sea, induced
Dale to make a voyage to Liverpool, at the tender age of
twelve, in a vessel commanded by one of his uncles. On
his return he remained a twelvemonth on shore, and was
then apprenticed to a merchant and ship-owner of Norfolk,
in whose employment he made several voyages to the West
India Islands. His integrity, his quickness of parts, and his
attention to his duties, rapidly elevated him in his profession;
and in 1775, when he was scarcely nineteen, we find him

187
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chief maze on board of one of his employer's vessels. But
when the strigzle for ndependence had resolved itself into a
war. the mercantile marine became unsafe. and was gene-
rally abandoned ; snd Dale. in consequence, lost his sitaation
a8 weil a3 became reheved from his acticles of apprenticeship.

Virzginia. m commen with most of the wealthier colonies,
now established & nevy of her own, consisting chiefty of bay
craft, to be employed in her extensive rivers and estuaries.
In one of the small vessels of this marine. Dale entered as a
Lieutenant. While serving in this capacity, he was sent a
short distance, in a river craft, for some guns; bat, falling
in with the tender of a British frigate. was captured and
carried into Norfolk. Here he was thrown among several
old intimates, who had embraced the royal side, and who, by
their argumenta, shook his faith for a while in the justice of
the colonial cause. Under the impressions derived from this
change of opinion, he accompanied his friends in a cruise
against some American pilot-boats. An engagement ensued,
which was warmly contested, and in which Dale received a
severe wound, which, confining him to his room at Norfolk,
left him ample opportunity to reflect on his late conduct.
The result was, that he renounced his new principles, deter-
mining, to use his own words, “ never again to put himself in
the way of the bullets of his own country.” In this moment-
ary vacillation, Dale does not stand alone. Many sincere
and courageous men hesitated, in a similar manner, on which
gide their duty lay; for the question was a new one, and, to
not a few minds, was involved in difficulties. Dale, in after-
life, always confessed his error, with a candour and sincerity
which bespoke the honesty of his heart.

Dale now embarked on a trading voyage to Jamaica, re-
solving to seek the first opportunity to join his native colours.
This was not long delayed. On the return passage, the
vessel was captured by the American brig Lexington, Capt.
Barry, when Dale, offering himself as a volunteer, was imme-
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diately rated as & midshipman. Barry having left the brig
on her arrival in Philadelphia, Dale remained with her, and
was promoted to be master’s mate. In the autumn of the
year 1776, when returning from Cape Francois, she was
taken by the Pearl frigate; but Dale’s captivity, this time,
was of short duration; for the brig having been recgptured
by the crew rising on the British officer in command, Dale
and several others were set on shore at Cape Henlopen in
exchange for the prisoners. The Lexington soon after sailed
for Europe. Here, as part of & squadron under Captain Lam-
bert Wickes, she made the circuit of Ireland, spreading alarm
among the English merchants. She subsequently remained
some months in & French port; butin September, 1777, was
ordered to put to sea, on pain of sequestration, the British
government having assumed an attitude which forbade the
longer connivance of the court of Versailles with the fitting
out of American vessels in French harbours.

In consequence of this warning, the Lexington went to
sea indifferently provided with military stores. The day
after leaving port, she fell in with an armed British cutter,
the Alert, and immediately an action ensued. The English
fought with the greatest spirit; the Americans at considera-
ble disadvantage, in consequence of the scarcity of ammuni-
tion. After a struggle of two hours, the captain of the
Lexington, believing his adversary to be too crippled to fol-
Jow, and aware of his own inability to bring the contest to
‘% successful termination, made all sail to escape; but the
Alert, bending new canvas, and being the swifter vessel, in
the course of three or four hours overhauled the fugitive.
Finding surrender -or a further struggle inevitable, the
Americans chose the latter, and desperately renewed the ac-
tion. But their courage was of no avail. The cannonading
was soon all on one side. After having thrown his last shot,
after having broken up and used all the old iron that could

be employed for the purpose, the captain of the Lexington,
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those seeking them. From London, Dale sought to escape
on board a vessel bound to Dunkirk, but, being discovered
by a press-gang, his true character was suspected. Once
arrested, he was soon recognised, and remanded to his old
prison. Now began a confinement even more tedious than
before. As a punishment for their escape, the prisoners were
confined for forty days in the black hole; and, even after
their release from this foul duress, were deprived of many
privileges they had formerly enjoyed. Dale revenged him-
self by singing rebel songs, for which he was again immured
in the black hole. For a whole year this condition of things
continued, when Dale succeeded singly in effecting his escape,
through the agency, it is supposed, of some officer connected
with the garrison. The exact means are not known, as
Dale, to the day of his death, refused to reveal them ; but as
he procured the uniform of an English officer, and in this dis-
guise walked past the sentry, our explanation of the mystery
is no doubt the correct one. Dale had now money, probably,
as well as clothes; for he went to London, and procured a
passport. Landing in France, he hastened to L'Orient,
where he found Paul Jones about to fit out a squadron, and
joining that distinguished commander in his old capacity of
master's mate, soon made himself so valuable, that Jones
procured for him the commission of lieutenant, and appointed
him second in command on board the Bon Homme Richard.
During the action with the Serapis, Dale fought with a
courage and resolution second only to that of Jones. He
was the sole lieutenant on board at the time of the action, so
that his duties were unusually arduous. When the alarm
was given that the ship was sinking, he went below in per-
son, to ascertain the depth of water in the hold, and his
fearless behaviour and energetic conduct did much to in-
spire the men with confidence. When the master-at-arms,
‘in & moment of terror, had cast loose the prisoners, Dale
Prevented any evil resulting from the blunder, by going
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In the following June, Dale joined the Trumbull twenty-
eight, Captain Nicholson, in the capacity of first lieutenant.
This ship left the capes of Delaware on the 8th of August,
1781, and, being immediately detected by a blockading squad-
ron, was chased off the land. The night set in dark and
squally. Suddenly the Trumbull found herself close to a
heavy ship, which soon proved to be a frigate, the largest
ship of the hostile force. The American vessel, notwithstand-
ing the loss of her fore-topmast and fore-topgallant-mast in
the chase, joined battle, and the conflict was maintained an
hour, when the Trumbull struck to the Iris thirty-two and
the Monk eighteen. This was the fourth time that Dale
became a prisoner. As he was also wounded in this battle,
it was the third time that he had received a hurt. He
did not suffer, on the present occasion, the indignities of his
late captivity; for being carried into New York, he was
paroled on Long Island, and in November exchanged.

On his return to Philadelphia, Dale, finding that the marine
had, by this time, lost most of its ships, and that there was
slight chance of his obtaining a command, entered on board
the Queen of France, a letter-of-marque carrying twelve guns,
first as chief officer, and subsequently as captain. In the
latter capacity he sailed, in the spring of 1782, for L'Orient,
in company with a large squadron of privateers. During
the voyage, many valuable prizes were made. Having sepa-
rated from the rest of the fleet, Dale fell in with a British pri-
vate armed brig, mounting fourteen guns, and a severe con-
flict ensued, in which both vessels sustained considerable
damage. The struggle was terminated by the Englishman
hauling off, nor was Dale in a condition to pursue him. It
was not until February, 1783, that Dale returned to Phila-
delphia, and by that time peace had been declared. The
war having ceased, he, in common with most of the officers
of the navy, was disbanded. .

Dale was now in the twenty-seventh year of his age, with
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a perfect knowledge of his profession, active, in good health,
and full of ambition. There being no opening for him in
regular service, he resolved to embark in the mercagtile
marine; and accordingly became part-owner and commander
of a large ship, in which he sailed for London in December,
1783. After this, he engaged in the East India trade, com-
manding several of the finest ships that left our ports. In
this pursuit he continued until 1794, when the government,
on the prospect of difficulties with Algiers, appointed him
one of the six captains authorized under the law of that year.
An arrangement having been made, however, with the Bar-
bary power, the captains were furloughed, and Dale returned
again to the China trade, in which he continued until 1798.
The last vessel he commanded in this trade was the Ganges.
This ship was so fast, that when the war broke out with
France, the government, requiring a hasty armament, bought
her, fitted her out as a man-of-war, and gave the command
of her to Dale, with orders to cruise on the coast. In conse-
quence of this arrangement, Dale was the first officer who
went to sea under the pennon of the present navy.

His service in his new field was of short duration, in con-
sequence of some disputes relating to rank. The captains of
1794 claimed their seniority, and it being uncertain how the
question would be decided, Dale declined serving until the
difficulty was settled. Accordingly, in May, 1797, he sailed
for Canton again, under a furlough, in command of a strong
letter-ofmarque. On his return from this voyage, finding
his rank regulated according to his desires, he reported him-
self for service. All the national vessels were, however, oc-
cupied, and no opening- presented itself until the war with
France was concluded. But in 1801, when the government,
aroused by the conduct of the Barbary powers, had resolved
to send a squadron of observation to the Mediterranean, Dale
was selected to command the force; and accordingly, in the



RICHARD DALE. 146

spring of that year, he hoisted his broad pennant on board
the President forty-four.

. The squadron, consisting of three frigates and a brig, sailed
o the 1st of June, 1801." The cruise continued about ten
months, but his orders prevented the commodore executing
any serious enterprises. He, however, blockaded Tripoli for
part of the time. In the autumn of 1802 he was again
offered: the command of the Mediterranean squadron, but
ascertaining that he was to be sent out without a captain in
his flag-ship, and regarding this as a descent in rank, he
lypolved to decline the appointment. As there was, how-
ever, no choice between obedience and resignation, it became
necessary for him to retire from the navy. Accordingly he
threw up his commission. At this time he was the third
saptain on the list. But his services in the war of Inde-
pendence, and his vigilance in his late cruise, practically
rendered him first in popular estimation.

The remainder of his life, Dale spent on shore, in the en-
joyment of an ample fortune, and surrounded by his family
and friends. In 1791 he had married a ward of Commodore
Barry’s, and with this lady he now lived in the enjoyment
of that domestic happiness for which his warm heart and
well balanced character so admirably qualified him. He did
not, however, in resigning his commission, lose his love for
the navy, but, as his sons attained the proper age, sought for
and secured their admission to the service. For many years
previous to his death he was in full communion with the
Protestant Episcopal Church, and sustained the character of
a sincere and consistent Christian. He established, in Phila-
delphia, a Mariner’s Church, which he attended every Sunday
afternoon for a number of years. Inseamen he took a lively
interest, and was particularly active in all philanthropic
measures undertaken for their benefit. Much of hi# time, it
is said, as well as of his purse, was devoted to charity. He












* GAPTURR OF L'INSURGRNTE.

. - THOMAS TRUXTUN.

THE hero of the war with France was Thomas Truxtun.
By a combination of fortuitous circumstances, he was not
only the first officer to gain a victory after the establishment
of our infant navy, but the sole one to capture a frigate in
the contest to which we have alluded. His conquest of L'In-
surgente, a ship of somewhat superior force to his own vessel,
was his earliest achievement; but the famé of this was soon
after eclipsed by his victory over the Vengeance, a fifty-four.

Truxtun was born on Long Island, the 17th of February,
1755. His father, an eminent lawyer of the colony of New
York, died while the future commodore was yet a lad; and
in consequence, young Truxtun became the ward of John
Troup, Esq., of Jamaica, Long Island. He did not, however,
remain long under the guardianship of this gentleman. Like
most of the naval heroes of this country, he early displayed
a predilection for the sea; and, notwithstanding the remon-

strances of his friends, embarked on board a ship bound to
149
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which was superior to the Independence in both men and
guns. -

Returning from this cruise, he fitted out anothgy vessel,
the Mars, mounting twenty guns, and in her sailéd for the
British Channel, where he made g'rea.t ravages among the
enemy’s merchantmen. Some of his prizes g been sent
into Quiberon, Lord Stormont remonstrated#with the court of
"Versailles against the admission into the harbours of France
of our armed vessels and prizes. After a very successful
cruise, Truxtun returned to the United States, and settled
in Philadelphia, then the capitgf of the nation. He did
not, however, remain long on land, but, during the remain-
der of the war, was actively employed at sea, commanding
and in part owning several of the most imnortant armed
vessels built in Philadelphia. He brought in from the West
Indies, in this period, large cargoes of the articles, which, in
that eventful time, were of the first necessity for the army.
On one occasion, while making a voyage to France in the
St. James, a twenty gun ship, he engaged a British privateer
of thirty-two guns, which he obliged to sheer off, and which
was .subsequently towed into New York in a dismantled con-
dition by a royal man-of-war. He returned from this voyage
- with one of the most valuable cargoes landed in the United
States during the war. Not content with his services on the
ocean, he distinguished himself on two remarkable occasions
on land. Though never holding a commission in the regu-
lar marine, he established a high reputation for ability as
well as bravery, and, when the war closed, he could make
the proud boast that he had never engaged the foe without
coming off victorious,

Like others of the most gallant naval commanders of the
struggle for independence, he turned his attention to com-
merce after the peace of 1783, and was, for some years, em-
ployed in an extensive traffic with Europe, China, and the
British possessions in India. In 1794, however, when the
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While the enemy aimed chiefly at her rigging, she directed
her fire principally to his hull, and with such effect, that be-
fore the fight had raged an hour, the spirit of the foe began
to flag. The Americans, stimulated by this spectacle, now
threw in two or three raking broadsides, and then, shooting
shead out of the smoke, wore round, and, hauling athwart
the enemy’s stern, prepared again to rake her. Before the
manceuvre could be executed, however, the foe lowered her
colours. At this welcome sight the crew of the Constellation
unanimously cheered, and, g8 the sounds died off, renewed
and yet again renewed the huzza, until the ship rocked be-
neath the concussion.

The prize proved to be L'Insurgente, one of the fastest
vessels in the French navy. In this conflict the force of the
two frigates may be considered as nearly equal. The Con-
stellation mounted but thirty-eight guns, and had a crew of
only three hundred and nine men ; while L'Insurgente carried
forty guns and four hundred and nine men. The guns of
the French ship were but twelves, however, while a portion
of the Constellation’s, those in the main-deck battery, were
twenty-fours. The weight of metal in a broadside was,
therefore, as much in favour of the American frigate as the
superior size of L'Insurgente’s crew was to the advantage of
the latter. In this action, the foe had twenty-nine men
killed and forty-one wounded; the Americans had only three
wounded. The victory of the Constellation rendered the
navy even more popular than it had been previous, and
placed Truxtun, in the estimation of the nation, on a par
with the brightest naval heroes of the war of independence.
A prize crew was put into the captured vessel immediately
after the action; but a gale coming up, the two ships parted
before all the prisoners could be removed to the Constellation.
Darkness soon followed, and Lieutenant Rodgers, who was
in command, found himself alone, and with no one but Mid-
shipman Porter and eleven men, to manage one hundred
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and seventy-two of the foe. The wreck of the spars and
hamper, which had fallen in the fight, still dragged beside
the hull, while the decks were covered with the wounded
and the dead. The prisoners, perceiving what, & small num-
ber was opposed to them, began to show symptoms of rising.
In this crisis Lieutenant Rodgers acted with that prompti-
tude and energy which distinguished him when he roee to
bear a commodore’s broad pennant. The prisoners were
hurried into the lower hold, and a sentry stationed at each
hatchway, with orders to shoot any one who should attempt
to come on deck without orders. For three days and nights,
the two young officers, with their slender crew, were com-
pelled to manage a frigate, and keep watch over their pri-
soners, nor during the whole of that period did either
Rodgers or Porter lie down to sleep. At the end of that
time, L'Insurgente arrived at St. Kitts, where the Constel-
lation was already at anchor. The captured frigate was soon
after taken into the service as a thirty-six, and, being placed
under the command of Captain Murray, was sent to cruise
with a roving commission.

During the year 1799, Truxtun was in command of one
of the two principal squadrons into which Congress had di-
vided our force in the West Indies. The St. Dominge station
was awarded to Commodore Talbot, whose broad pennant
was hoisted on board the Constitution forty-four; while the
Guadaloupe station was given to Truxtun, who continued in
the Constellation, having, for most of the time, thirteen sail
under his command. The facilities for concealment offered
among the islands, as well as the great value of the Ameri-
can trade, caused the seas in that quarter to swarm with
French privateers. The summer and autumn of the year
were, therefore, spent by Truxtun almost constantly at sea.
It was while engaged in cruising off Guadaloupe, having
parted company with all his squadron, that the commodore,
on the 1st of February, 1800, saw a large ship to the south-
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east, steering westward. At first he supposed the strange
sail to be an English merchantman, and, not wishing to be
drawn to leeward of his cruising ground, he hoisted British
colours, in order to induce her to approach and speak him.
But the invitation being slighted, sail was made in pursuit.
The Constellation gained rapidly on the stranger, and soon
discovered him to be a Frenchman, on which the English
flag was hauled down, the men beat to quarters, and the
American ensign given to the winds. The enemy was now
made out to be a fifty-two; but, nothing daunted by the dis-
parity of force, Truxtun stood boldly on, carrying every inch
of canvas that would draw; while the Frenchman, instead
of coming up to meet him, as L'Insurgente had done, made
every exertion to escape. The only excuse for this was, that
the foe was deeply laden with valuable articles, it being the
practice, at that time, to send such things to France in ships
of war. About noon the wind fell, when the enemy began
to gain. All through the afternoon, the breeze continued
variable, the Constellation now sailing the fastest, and now
the foe. Night fell, with the French ship rather more dis-
tant than at noon. When morning dawned, the enemy was
still discovered to leeward, and the chase was continued with
renewed determination on the part of the Americans. At
meridian, on the 2d, the wind freshened, when the Constella-
tion again drew ahead. During the afternoon, the breeze
continued to increase, and now the enemy rose fast to view.
Truxtun pressed his ship to the utmost, his eagerness in-
creasing with the delay, and, at last, about eight p. u., he
was within speaking distance of the stranger.

- The Frenchman, finding escape impossible, now came up
to the wind a little, and, as the Constellation doubled on his
quarter, opened a fire from his stern and quarter guns.
Truxtun, restraining the impatience of his men, waited until
he had drawn still more on the weather quarter of the chase,
when he poured in & broadside. The action now began in

-
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THR TRUXTUN MEDAL.

eight eighteens, and ten twenty-four pound carronades. In
computing the weight of the respective broadsides, it must
be remembered that, in the French mode of weighing, one
pound is added to every twelve; hence the disparity of force
was very considerably in favour of La Vengeance. Yet, if
the Constellation could have kept alongside of her gigantic
opponent half an hour longer, the tricolour would have
been hauled down to the stars and stripes. It is even
said that the French ship surrendered three times; but this
not being perceived in the obscurity of night, the Ameri-
can fire was continued, whereupon the enemy resumed the
fight.

The splendour of this achievement almost eclipsed the cap-
ture of L'Insurgente. Congress, on hearing of the action, im-
mediately voted Truxtun a gold medal; while the heroic
conduct of Mr. Jarvis, in preferring death to an abandonment
of his post, was honoured by a solemn resolution. The grati-
tude of the republic was further exhibited by giving to Trux-
tun the command of the President forty-four, then just fitting
for sea. In this ship, the commodore made another cruise
on the Guadaloupe station, where he rendered valuable ser-












JOHN SHAW.

Tais officer is principally celebrated for his services in the
French war, in which he took two large privateers that had
done much damage to American commerce. One of these
vessels, Le Flambeau, was of greatly superior force to Shaw’s
own ship, and her capture has always been considered a deed
only less brilliant than the victory of Truxtun gver L'Insur-
gente.

John Shaw was born at Mount Mellick, Queen’s county,
Ireland, in the year 1773. His family was of English origin,
which had settled in Ireland during the reign of William the
Third : his grandfather, the original immigrant, as well as his
father, served in the army on the Irish establishment. At
the age of seventeen, young Shaw, in company with an older
brother, came to the United States to push his fortunes. At
Philadelphia, to which place he had brought letters of intro-
duction, Shaw was tendered a situation on board a Canton
ship, and, having imbibed a taste for the ocean during his
passage from Ireland, he accepted the offer. In the next six
years he made four voyages to the East Indies, gradually
perfecting himself in his profession, and rising slowly in rank.
On his second voyage, he saw service for the first time, the
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the Mona passage, working up towards her station, the En-
terprise saw a large brig, wearing American colours, to which
she gave chase. The stranger, on the approach of Shaw,
showed the Spanish flag and opened a fire. Determined to
resent what he considered an insult, though now perceiving-
that the Spaniard was superior to himself in force, Shaw still
advanced, until, having gained a position on the brig’s quarter,
hie poured in a broadside. An action immediately ensued,
and lasted for twenty minutes, when the combatants sepa-
rated by tacit consent, each satisfied of the national charac-
ter of the other. Thig was the first action of the Enterprise,
and the spirit with which it was fought foreshadowed her
fature career. Both vessels were considerably injured; and
the Enterprise put into St. Thomas to refit.

At this port, Shaw received a challenge from a large French
lugger, then lying in the harbour; but, though he accepted
the defiance, and went into the offing to wait for the enemy,
the lugger did not come out. In the course of two weeks,
during the cruise that followed, Shaw captured two large
French privateers, both after a desperate resistance. These
vessels were, however, each inferior to the Enterprise.
Shortly after, Shaw heard that two American seamen, at
Guddaloupe, were sentenced to death for having killed two
Frenchmen in an attempt to recapture their vessel. He im-
mediately opened a negotiation for the release of the unfor-
tanate prisoners, but failed. Fortune, however, which had
always hitherto attended him, did not abandon him in this
crisis; for a few days subsequently, he fell in with, and cap-
tared the lugger which had challenged him at St. Thomas,
and on board of which he now found several officers of the
French army, one of them being of the high rank of major-
general. The American commander promptly placed this
general and a captain in confinement, and caused an intima-
tion to be sent to Guadaloupe, that their lives should pay for
those of the seamen. This spirited conduct was approved by
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Enterprise set all her sails, and crowded in chase of Le Flam-
beau. At this unexpected spectacle, the Frenclman, who
had not supposed his neighbour to be a man-of-war, spread
his canvas, and, for some time, both vessels went off free,
with studding-sails set, Le Flambeau warily desiring to ob-
serve, before allowing the Enterprise to approach nearer.
Each vessel was now going at the top of its speed, the French-
man with studding-sails on both sides. Suddenly the latter
hauled close upon the wind, boarding his starboard tack;
and, as he came gallantly up, he seemed like some high-
trained courser answering to bit and spur. The Enterprise
instantly followed, hauling up nearly in his wake. The
¢hase now continued with more spirit than ever; but it soon
became apparent that the American schooner was gaining.
At this gratifying fact, the exhilaration of her crew increased,
and the men, ready at their quarters, waited impatiently the
moment when they should be slipped upon the foe. Shaw
- himself anxiously watched his antagorist, nor could he con-
ceal his satisfaction as he saw the distance lessening between
him and the enemy.

As soon as the vessels were within range of musketry, Le
Flambeau opened a heavy fire with that species of arms;
which the Enterprise promptly returned. Meantime the two
vessels continued to approach each other. When close aboard
of his antagonist, Shaw edged off, and shortened sail, like a
boxer stripping for the fight. The enemy showed no want
of spirit, but accepted the tacit challenge by pouring in a
broadside. The Enterprise replied in the same manner, and
the battle began in earnest. For twenty minutes the fight
raged, broadside following broadside from either side, until
both vessels were completely enveloped in smoke. The
Frenchmen fought with the noisy vociferations of their race;
the Americans in the stern silence which they always ex-
hibit on such occasions. At last the enemy, finding that it
was impossible to be the victor, hauled all his sheets aft,
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officer who had been captured in the lugger in May, and
who now became a prisoner, the second time in one season,
to Shaw. Nearly a year had now elapsed since Shaw had
been in the West Indies, and during that interval he had
done more to cut up the privateers of the enemy than any
officer in the service. His health, meantime, had broken
down in the arduous labours which his ambitious spirit im-
posed upon himself; he was afflicted by a continual diarrhoea,
which threatened to become chronic. Under these circum-
stances, following the advice of his medical attendants, he
was induced to apply for leave of absence as the only means
left to preserve his life. The request was granted, and, de-
livering the Enterprise to Lieutenant Sterret, he sailed for
“home, as a passenger, in the Patapsco sloopof-war. He
reached the United States in November, 1800. At Washing-
ton, he received the thanks both of the President and the
Secretary of the Navy; and soon after, as a more tangible
reward for his services, was appointed to a corvette, a post-
captain’s command. The peace that followed, however, pre-
vented his going to sea.

A large reduction was now made in the navy list, and
nearly three-fourths of the officers discharged. But Shaw,
though a foreigner, and of scarcely three years’ standing in
the service, had performed too many brilliant exploits in his
late cruise to be discarded ; and accordingly he was retained
as fourth on the roll of lieutenants, Stewart, Hull, and
Sterret being above him. In 1801, Shaw was honoured with
the command of the George Washington twenty-eight, which
was despatched, as was then customary, with stores to pro-
pitiate Algiers. On this voyage, Shaw was absent about a
year. On his return, finding his half-pay insufficient to sup-
port him, for he had lately married, he applied for a furlough,
and took command of a vessel bound to Canton. He reached
the United States, in 1804, after an absence of eighteen
months. Here he found that, by & law of May 22d, 1804,
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verse; but he could well afford to be without new distinc-
tions, having already obtained so many.

In September, 1815, several months after peace had been
declared, Shaw was ordered to the Mediterranean in the
United States forty-four. The return of Bainbridge home
left Shaw in command of the squadron in that sea, and he
now accordingly hoisted his broad pennant as a commeodore.
The succeeding year, he was relieved by Commodore Chaun-
oty; but Shaw did not sail for the United States until Novem-
her, 1817, when he exchanged into the Constellation, that
ship being about to return to America for repairs. This was
the last time that Shaw went to sea. He was placed in
command of the Boston navy-yard, and subsequently in that
of Charleston. He did not survive long, however; for during
a visit to Philadelphia, he was taken ill, and died in that
city, on the 17th of September, 1823.

In character, Commodore Shaw was equally distinguished
for probity and sincerity. His manner was warm and popu-
lax, nor did his heart belie his demeanour. As a seaman, he
was brave, active, ready, decided. His personal appearance
was extremely prepossessing.
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taking of Quebec, and subsequently a brigadjer-general. The
sire survived until 1783. ‘The old soldier adopted the patri-
otic side in the war of independence, and, after the peace,
served both as State senator and judge under the new State
constitution. He died at the venerable age of seventy-seven,
fall of years and honours.

From his earliest childhood, young Preble displayed that
resolute courage and that inflexibility of purpose which
eharacterized him as & man. Numerous anecdotes to this
effect are told by his biographers. We shall quote but one.
Preble, in an encounter with a playmate, had given a blow,
which covered his face with blood. On the boy presenting
himself at school, and accusing Preble as the cause of his
misfortune, the preceptor, a man of quick passions, angrily
seized the fire-shovel and rushed at the offender. Preble,
though he knew the master’s passionate disposition, never
moved, but looked him steadily in the eye, on which the
teacher, directing the blow a little to one side, missed him
and struck the desk. Again the missile was raised, again it
threatened the boy, and again he regarded his preceptor
without quailing. The master, at this, dropped his weapon,
and turned away, saying, “ The fellow will make a general
some of these days.”

This inflexibility of character was displayed, however, as
well for the wrong as for the right. Preble appears indeed
to have been, in his boyhood, almost uncontrollable, though
his education is in part to blame for this. On one occasion,
his father was about to sail on an excursion to some neigh-
bouring islands, with a party of gentlemen; and the lad de-
siring to accompany them, when there was scarcely room,
the old general despatched him to perform a task, promising
to take him if he completed it in time. To the astonishment
of the parent, Preble made his appearance just as the boat
was pushing off, having finished his task. The general now
sought to evade his promise, giving the true reason, which
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he should have told at first; but the boy, indignant at the
deception, flew into a passion and began to shower stones on
the party. At this, the father langhingly put back, and took.
the lad in. The usual conduct of the general to his son ap-
pears, indeed, to have been a mixture of injustice and indul-
gence ; the very worst treatment possible, for a disposition,
like that of Preble.

The lad, however, enjoyed the advantage of a better edu-
cation than was usual; for his father, intending him for a
learned profession, sent himn to a respectable academy, where,
among other acquisitions, he made considerable proficiency
in the Latin tongue. The approach of war, however, induced
him to abandon his studies. His native place, Falmouth,
having been sacked by some British cruisers, the old general,
with others of the whig inhabitants, withdrew to the interior.
Here, on a farm owned by the elder Preble, the lad was oe-
cupied for a while in agricultural pursuits. But this mode
of life soon became irksome to him, and one day, when about
sixteen, with his usual wilfulness, he left the field where his
brothers were labouring, declaring that he would work no
longer. He had long desired to become a sailor, but this
wish his father had always opposed; and now, taking the
matter into his own hands, he repaired to Falmouth, and
shipped on board a letter-of-marque bound for England. The
first information the family had of him after his flight, wes
that he was on the point of sailing. The old general, be-
lieving that a single voyage would cure the runaway, refused
to interfere; and thus Preble became a sailor.

It was, indeed, the vocation for which nature intended
him, as his friends soon confessed. The letter-of-marque was
absent some time, and, on its return, experienced very tems.
pestuous weather; in which young Preble rendered himself
of great service. The general, finding his son more fasai.
nated with the sea than ever, yielded to the predilection of
the lad, and procured him the appointment of & midshipman
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in the marine of Massachusetts. This was early in the year
1779, when young Preble was verging towards .eighteen.
His first ship, in this new capacity, was the Protector, of
twenty-six guns, commanded by Captain Williams. In June
of that year, the Protector engaged the Admiral Duff, a
British letter-of-marque of slightly superior force; and the
conflict had raged for an hour, with the greatest fury on both
sides, when the Englishman caught fire and blew up. About
fifty-five of the enemy’s crew, who had jumped overboard
before the explosion, were picked up by the boats of the
Protector, but the rest perished. On a second cruise, in the
same vessel, young Preble was captured, and sent into New
York, where he lay for a while in one of the prison-ships;
but the influence of his father, who was remembered by
many of the older officers of the royal army, soon procured
his release from this species of ‘confinement, though a long
period elapsed before he was exchanged. It was chiefly
through Colonel William Tyng, a friend of his father, that
he obtained his-liberty at last.

Preble now joined the Winthrop, Captain Little, another
state cruiser. As first lieutenant of his ship, he performed
an action which gave him that reputation for daring and
presence of mind which he never after lost. The Winthrop
had captured a sloop off Penobecot, from the crew of which
Captain Little learned the position of an armed brig, which,
having previously taken the sloop, had sent her out manned
to cruise for coasters. It was resolved, on this information,
to attempt carrying the brig by surprise. Accordingly the
Winthrop bore down on the enemy in the night, having pre-
pered forty men to jump into her, dressed in white frocks,
to enable them to distinguish friend from foe. Coming close
upon her, he was hailed by.the enemy, who supposed the
- Winthrop must be her tender, and who cried out, * You will
run aboard!” Captain Little answered, “I am coming
aboard,” and immediately Preble, with fourteen men, sprang
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into the brig. The motion of the vessel was 80 rapid that
the rest missed their opportunity. Little called to his lieu-
tenant, ¢ Will you not have more men?” ¢ No,” answered
Preble, with great presence of mind and a loud voice, “ we
have more than we want; we stand in each other's way.”
Most of the enemy’s crew who were on deck leaped over the
gide, and others below from the cabin window, and swam to
the shore, which was within pistolshot. Preble, instantly
entering the cabin, found the officers in bed, or just rising; he
assured them they were his prisoners, and that resistance
was vain. Believing they were mastered by superior num-
bers, they forbore any attempt to rescue the vessel, and sub-
mitted. The troops of the enemy marched down to the
shore, and began a brisk firing with muskets, and the bat-
tery opened a cannonade. But the captors beat their prize
safely out of the harbour, and took her in triumph to Boston.

The boldness of this stratagem, and the presence of mind
with which it was carried out, brought the name of Preble
immediately into notice, and is considered to have been the
cause of his promotion in the subsequent navy of the repub-
Lic. It is remarkable that, at a future day, one of his own
lieutenants, the gallant Trippe, carried a vessel nearly in the
same manner. KEven so late as the beginning of the present
century this deed of Preble was remembered by veteran
seamen, and referred to in terms of high eulogium. No
second opportunity, however, of especial distinction occurred
to Preble during the war of independence. His services, for.
the. rest of the contest, though not brilliant, were, however,
useful. He remained in the Winthrop, in the capacity of
first lieutenant, actively employed on coast duty, capturing
continually the small privateers with which the British sys-
tematically harassed the shores of the eastern colonies.
During this period, he was perfecting himself in his profes-
sion, and, at the close of the contest, eame out one of the
best seamen for his age in the country.
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The naval armaments of the different States as well as of
the nation being suppressed at the peace of 1783, Preble
turned his attention to the mercantile marine, where his
reputation for skill and knowledge of seamanship soon pro-
cured him a ship. We shall not follow his career in detail
through the fifteen years of quiet that ensued. During one
portion of that period, Preble appears to have been in the
employment of a gentleman in North Carolina; but the
greater part of his time was spent on the sea, in command of
different merchant vessels. In the course of this interval,
Preble visited nearly every quarter of the globe. It was
necessity, not choice, however, which led him to continue in
the mercantile marine ; his tastes were all in another direc-
tion; and, on ‘the first prospect of a navy, he turned his eyes
in that quarter. Fortunately the exploit, for which he had
become famous on board the Winthrop, was still remembered
a8 among the most brilliant deeds of its kind, and this
smoothed the way to his obtaining a prominent rank, when
any exploit less dazzling might have failed.

The prospect of a war with France induced Congress, as
we have remarked in our sketch of Commodore Barry, to
pass a law for the construction of several frigates, and for
the organization of a permanent navy. Among the officers
appointed was Preble. He received one of the first five com-
missions issued to lieutenants, a flattering mark of his coun-
try’s approbation, when we consider his comparative youth

. and his many distinguished competitors. He first served as
acting captain of the Pickering, a brig of fourteen guns, which
‘was attached to the squadron of Barry in the West Indies,
during the years 1798 and 1799. Nothing, however, oc-
curred to Preble in this capacity worthy of note. Towards
the close of 1799, he was promoted to the rank of captain,
and appointed to the Essex of thirty-two guns, then about to
depart on her first cruise. This was elevating him over the
heads of others who were his seniors, but the order of pro-
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gle. But, without impairing the claims of the junior, who
well won, by a series of dazzling exploits, his proud title of
the “ Champion of Christendom,” we must, in fairness, accord
to the senior the merit of having planned, or made himself
responsible, for all the principal actions of the war. The
squadron consisted of the Constitution forty-four, Commodore
" Preble ; the Philadelphia thirty-eight, Capt. Bainbridge ; the
Argus sixteen, Lt. Com. Decatur; the Siren sixteen, Lt.
Com. Stewart; the Enterprise twelve, Lt. Com. Hull; the
Nautilus twelve, Lt. Com. Somers; and the Vixen twelve,
Lt. Com. Smith. Never, perhaps, did a force of equal size
~ pat to sea, with the same array of gallant young officers in
ocommand. KEach vessel, as was then the custom, sailed as
soon as it was ready. The Constitution was the third to get
tosea. She left Boston on the 13th of August, 1803, and
reached Gibraltar on the 12th of the ensuing month. Here
an incident occurred, which, by the spirit it displayed in the
commodore, and by the confidence it imparted to the crew,
. exercised the happiest influence on the subsequent events of
the cruise.
One dark night, when the Constitution was near the Straits,
s strange man-of-war was discerned close at hand. Preble
instantly went to quarters, and hailed the other vessel. The
stranger made no reply, however, but hailed in turn. On
this, Preble ordered the name of his ship to be given, and
‘ that of the other to be demanded under penalty of a shot.
The stranger answered that he would return a broadside in
such an event. Losing patience at this, Preble sprang into
the mizzen-rigging himself, and called out, through his trum-
pet :— This is the United States ship Constitution forty-four,
Edward Preble. I am about to hail you for the last time;
if you do not answer, I shall give you a broadside. What
ship is that? Blow your matches, boys.” The man-of-war
now answered :— This is his Britannic majesty’s ship Don-
negal, a razee of sixty guns.” Preble declared he did not
18
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shown so much as in the forethought he now displayed.
% He ascertained his wants,” says the most discriminating of
his biographers, ¢ supplied the deficiencies in the best manner
he could, and when the moment arrived, applied his means
with an intelligence and activity that showed he possessed
the qualities of a great commander.” When we recollect
that he succeeded with a force of but one frigate and five
smaller vessels, when his predecessor achieved nothing with
five frigates and one other vessel, we begin to comprehend
the merits of Preble.

Never, perhaps, was a ship more actively employed than
the Constitution during these preliminary arrangements.
Almost constantly at sea, but continually touching at differ-
ent ports, she was, for the time, the counterpart of the energy,
decision, and unwearied activity of the commodore. Though
he looked into the harbour of Tripoli twice, he made no at-
tempt on the town, reserving himself, like a wise man, for a
time when he should be fully prepared. At length, having
completed his arrangements, he appeared before the hostile
port, on the 25th of July, 1804, with a fleet of sixteen sail,
all, however, being small, except the Constitution. With this
force he was able to bring only twenty-eight long heavy guns
to bear on the enemy, and twenty long light guns. On the
other hand, the Tripolitans had one hundred and eighteen
heavy guns in battery, besides nineteen gun-boats that alone
threw a weight of metal equal to the frigate’s broadside.
‘The disparity between the men engaged on the two sides
was even greater; the squadron mustered but one thousand
and sixty souls all told, while the bashaw had thirty thou-
sand, either actively engaged, or within sustaining distance.
‘Scarcely, however, had the fleet appeared off the town, when
a furlous tempest arose, compelling Preble to put to sea; nor
was it until the 3d of August that he was able to collect his
scattered forces and once more face the foe.

. 'To comprehend fully the series of combats that followed,
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this place is usually called the galley mole. Near this is the
ordinary landing, and it is the spot that may properly be:
termed the port.”

The Tripolitans had anchored nine of their largest gun-
boats just outside of what are called the Harbour Rocks, or
the north-eastern extremity of the reef. This was done,
evidently with a view of flanking the expected attack on
the town. Accustomed to cannonading at the distance of a
mile, these gun-boats expected no warmer service, especially
as a nearer approach would bring their assailants within
reach of the castle and batteries. In addition to the nine
boats to the eastward, there were five others which also lay
along the line of rocks nearer to the western entrance, and
within pistol-shot of the batteries in that part of the defences.
Within the reef were five more gun-boats and several heavy
galleys, ready to protect the outer line of gun-boats at need,
constituting a reserve.

Preble had borrowed six gun-boats from the King of
Naples, but they were of inferior size. With these, how-
ever, he determined to attack the nine gun-boats outside the
Harbour Rocks, hoping, in addition to the moral effect the
assault would produce in the town, to capture them, and
thus obtain boats better suited for his purpose. He accord-
ingly signalled the squadron to come within speaking dis-
tance, when he communicated to the several commanders his
intention to attack the shipping and batteries simultaneously.
The gun-boats were immediately manned, as were also the
mortar boats. The gun-boats were in two divisions of three
each. The first division was led by Lieut. Com. Somers,
supported by Lieutenants James Decatur and Blake. The
second division was under Lieut. Com. Decatur, sustained by
Lieutenants Bainbridge and Trippe. The two bombards
were commanded by Lieut. Com. Dent, and by Lieutenant
Robinson. At half-past one, P. M., on the 3d of August,
1804, the squadron stood for the batteries: at two the gun-
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to windward to assist Decatur, but, turning on the leeward
division of the enemy’s gun-boats, he engaged single-handed
the whole five vessels, and finally, after a most heroic strug-
gle, drove them within the rocks for shelter. Lieutenant
Decatur succeeded in reaching his brother, when he attacked
and carried one of the Tripolitan boats; but was shot by the
captain of the prize after the surrender, a baseness which the
elder brother fearfully avenged.

- Meanwhile the enemy’s vessels inside the rocks had not
been idle. Joined by the boats driven in, they twice at-
tempted to sally out; but were as often forced back by the
fire of the squadron. The Constitution, during all this
period, was moving actively to and fro, the presiding genius
of the struggle, Preble in person overlooking the whole.
Several times she was comparatively close to the batteries,
every one of which she silenced in passing; but, as soon as
she changed her position, they opened again. The roar of
artillery was almost incessant. Bombs hissed through the
sir, bounded from the stone walls of the batteries, or exploded
in the water. The impetuous manner in which the Ameri-
cans fought, and the dexterity with which they handled
their guns, appalled the Tripolitans. From the showers of
grape-shot they soon sought refuge behind their walls, and
in consequence, most of the Turkish shot passed over the as-
sailants, those who pointed the guns being afraid to expose
their heads above the parapets. At last, after two hours of
incessant combat, the commodore, perceiving that the enemy’s
boats had retired generally behind shelter, and that further
persistence in the attack was useless at present, gave the sig-
nal for recall. The gun-boats accordingly drew out of the
action with their prizes, and, being taken in tow by the
schoohers and brigs of the squadron, were speedily safe be-
yond range of the Tripolitan shot. The manceuvre was
handsomely covered by the fire of the Constitution.

This daring attack, with a force comparatively so small,
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it, said, “ Ay, sir, why did you not bring me out more "
Decatur’s hand instinctively sought a dirk he wore in his
bosom, but the commodore had already disappeared in his
cabin. With extreme difficulty could those present restrain
the insulted officer from leaving the ship; and he was still
in suspense, when the cabin steward appeared and announced
to Decatur that Preble wished to see him. After the hesita-
tion of & moment, Decatur complied with this implied com-
mand. Soon after, an officer who could presume on his rank,
and who felt uneasy at leaving the commodore and his lieu-
tenant together, descended also to the cabin. He found the
two seated amicably together, within a few feet of each
other, both silent, and both in tears. Preble had apologized
for the rudeness into which disease and chagrin had com-
bined to hurry him; and Decatur, at this unexpected mag-
nanimity, had been completely subdued. From that mo-
ment, all was forgotten.

After the attack of the 3d of August, the Tripolitan gun-
boats ventured no more outside the reef. Preble, meantime,
was altering the rig of the captured vessels, in order to em-
ploy them in a second assault, which he contemplated.
Having perfected his arrangements, he advanced on the 7th
to the combat. Another fierce action between the American
and Tripolitan gun-boats ensued, in the course of which Lieu-
tenant Caldwell, in one of the boats, was blown up. But
this disaster was not allowed to stop the battle, and for two
hours longer, the conflict raged unabated. After the struggle
had continued from half-past two umtil half-past five, the
commodore made the signal for recall. The action had been
very severe for the American gun-boats; but it was believed
that the enemy had suffered even more. The character of
Preble, in one respect, is illustrated by an incident of this
action. Lt. Com. Stewart, in the Siren, having manifested
a disposition to close with the enemy’s galleys without a sig-
nal, he was sternly rebuked for it after the combat by the
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assault, by which means every shot that missed them passed
into Tripoli; but, on this occasion, they got under way as
soon as they saw the Americans in motion, and worked up
to the weather-side of the harbour, where they were covered
behind by some forts, and defended in front by shoals.
Preble, perceiving this alteration, despatched Decatur with
the light vessels of the squadron against this flotilla, while
he himself stood in with the Constitution, to cover the bomb-
vessels, which attacked on the western side of the harbour.
Heaving to at a point where he could bring his guns to bear
on all the principal works, he opened the hottest fire which
the blockade had yet witnessed. For more than an hour
the bay rocked with incessant explosions. The bomb-vessels
had never approached the enemy so closely before, nor did
equal damage; but neither were they ever in such peril
themselves. One of them was nearly sunk, and the other
was much injured. All the small vessels suffered. The
Constitution, while in action, threw more than three hundred
round shot at the Tripolitans, besides grape and canister;
while each of the eight cannon on board the gun-boats was
discharged fifty times. The commodore’s ship was cut up
considerably in the rigging, but received no serious injuries
otherwise, though encircled by the batteries of the foe.

Two days after this last attack, Preble, ever seeking to
annoy the enemy, sent in the Intrepid as a fire-ship to destroy
the enemy’s vessels. The Intrepid was the ketch made
memorable by its agency in the burning of the Philadelphia.
The command of it was now bestowed on Lt. Com. Somers,
who, with a picked crew, set forth, on the night of the 5th,
on his hazardous enterprise. The full details of this melan-
choly expedition are reserved for our sketch of the ill-fated
Somers. It is sufficient here to say, that the ketch gained
the western entrance of the harbour, and was within five
hundred yards of her destination, when she suddenly ex-
ploded, with the loss of every life on board. It was sur-
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we consider his unpopularity at the beginning of the block-
ade, and the general impetuosity of his temper, we must pro-
nounce this a signal proof of his skill as a commander and
his' worth as a man. But if Preble had been passionate, he
had also been just, and the merits of every man had been
sppreciated and rewarded.

. Preble, on arriving in the United States, proceeded at
once to Washington, which he reached on the 4th of March,
1805. Congress voted him, and all who had served under
him, the thanks of the natiori; and bestowed on him, in ad-
dition, a gold ' medal, and swords on various of his officers.
The President, though differing in politics from him, soon
after honoured him with the offer of the Secretaryship of
War; but the state of his health, which began to give way
rapidly under the derangement of his digestive organs, com-
pelled him to decline. He superintended the construction of
some heavy gun-boats, however, which had been ordered to
be built for the Tripolitan war; and purchased two suitable
bomb-vessels, under the orders of government. Everywhere
he was received with distinction, especially by those abler
minds, who were capable of appreciating the fact, that he
had displayed, by his combinations, some of the very highest
qualities of his profession. The nation at large did not, it is
true, follow his footsteps with those noisy demonstrations
which have since attended the return of other successful
heroes; but it must be remembered that the most dazzling
exploits of the war had seemed to be the work of others,
though perhaps first proposed, and certainly finally directed
by the commodore. Posterity has been more just, however,
and the fame of Preble, even in the popular estimation, stands
deservedly high.

Soon after the commodore’s return to the United States,
his malady assumed the character of & wasting consumption.
He tried various remedies, but in vain, and even made a
short voyage, at the suggestion of his physician. This












RICHARD SOMERS.

TeE name of Richard Somers will always be dear to
Americans, for it recalls the fate of a gallant officer, who, at
the very dawn of what promised to be an unusually brilliant
career, fell a martyr to duty, being blown up, on the night
of the 4th of September, 1804, in an attempt to carry a fire-
ship into the harbour of Tripoli.

The grandfather of Richard Somers emigrated from Eng-
land to America in the early part of the last century, and
established himself at Great Egg Harbour, in what is now
Atlantic county, New Jersey. Here he became possessed of
considerable landed property, and gave his name to a place
on the north side of the harbour, still called Somers’s Point.
The son of the emigrant, Colonel Richard Somers, was a
man of considerable note in his day, a judge of the county
court, and a member of the Provincial Congress of 1775. He
was a prominent patriot during the war of independence,
and became so obnoxious to the British, that it was thought
advisable for him to remove to Philadelphia, lest a descent

should be made on Somers’s Point for the purpose of making
14 195
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at the formation of the peace establishment, in 1801, he was
_retained as twelfth lieutenant, in a list that numbered but
thirty-six officers of that rank. He was now appointed first
lieutenant to the Boston twenty-eight, which vessel was about
to sail for France, in order to carry out Chancellor Living-
ston, the new minister to that nation. After landing the am-
bassador, the Boston proceeded to the Mediterranean, where
she cruised until towards the close of 1802. Though Com-
modore Dale was then before Tripoli, and subsequently Com-
modore Morris, the 'commander of the Boston, either by
accident or design, never joined the American squadron.
When Somers returned to the United States, he found that
Congress, convinced of the necessity of employing small ves-
sels as well as large in the war with Tripoli, had ordered the
construction of four schooners of not more than sixteen guns.
These vessels were the Siren sixteen; the Argus sixteen;
the Nautilus twelve; and the Vixen twelve. The Nautilus
‘was given to Somers, who now, in consequence of resigna-
tions, stood seventh on the list. He was only twenty-four
years of age, when he assumed his first, and alas! his last
command.

Of all the Mediterranean squadron, which subsequently
became so celebrated under Preble, the Nautilus was the first
to sail. Somers left the United States early in the summer
of 1803, and reached Gibraltar on the 27th of July. When
Preble arrived out, the Nautilus formed part of the force
with which the commodore made his successful demonstra-
tion against the emperor of Morocco. During the following
winter and spring, Somers, in his little schooner, was engaged
in convoying, or in carrying orders necessary to the prepara-
tions making for the coming season. At last, towards the
close of July, 1804, Preble, having collected all his forces,
gailed for Tripoli. Never, perhaps, did a squadron, com-
paratively so small, boast so many heroic young men among
its officers. There were Hull, and Stewart, and Decatur,
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led the first division of gun-boats, and had a narrow escape
from death. In going into action, he stood leaning against
' the flag-staff, when suddenly he saw a shot flying towards
him. Involuntarily he bowed his head, and, strange to say,
the ball cut the flag-staff immediately above him, and so close
to his head that, if he had not moved, he would have been
killed. On this day, the gun-boats were three hours in ac-
tion ; and one of them, the Siren, Lieutenant Caldwell, blew
up. Towards the close of the battle, a strange sail hove in
sight, which proved to be the John Adams twenty-eight,
with news of the promotion of Decatur to be a post-captain,
a8 a reward for the burning of the Philadelphia. The same
vessel brought out intelligence of the restoration of the rank
of commander to the navy, and the appointment of Somers
as seventh on the list of this new grade. In consequence of
these changes, Decatur, who had been the junior of Somers,
now outranked him; and though this awoke no improper
envy in the latter's bosom, it doubtless stimulated him in
secret to achieve something which should dadvance him to
an equal grade.

Two attacks followed on Tripoli, one on the 28th of
August, and the other on the 3d of September; and in both
Somers participated, displaying his usual gallantry. But the
season was drawing to a close. Anxious to finish it with
some brilliant exploit, which should, if possible, rival that of
Decatur in burning the Philadelphia, Somers proposed to the
commodore a plan for destroying the enemy’s flotilla, as it
lay anchored in the inner harbour. His scheme was to take
the Intrepid, the same ketch which Decatur had employed,
and fitting her up in the double capacity of fire-ship and in-
fernal, send her into the port of Tripoli, by the western pas-
mage, there to explode in the very centre of the Turkish
vessels. Her deck was to be strewed with missiles, and a
large quantity of powder was to be used, in the belief that
the damage would not be confined to the shipping, but extend
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hazardous attempt. An anecdote, respecting what had passed
between him and Somers, was afloat in the fleet, and added
to the solicitude of all. It was gaid that Preble had burnt a
port-fire in the presence of the young commander, in order to
ascertain its time, and that, when it was consumed, he had
asked Somers if the boats could get out of reach of the shells
within the few minutes it was burning. I think we can,
gir,” answered the commodore’s companion. Preble looked
intently at the young officet a moment, and then asked if the
port-fire should be shortened. “I ask for no port-fire at all,
sir,” was the quiet, but firm reply. In addition to this anec-
dote, it was told that the commodore had urged the necessity
of not permitting the ketch, by any accident, to fall into the
hands of the enemy, and that Somers had declared he would
never allow himself to be taken. As the critical hour ap-
proached, a gloom, in consequence, settled on the hearts of
those who were to be left behind; and those who shook
hands with Somers, as he departed, experienced an unac-
countable awe and sadness, a8 if the shadow of death already
fell around them.

Not so the heroes who had embarked in the enterprise.
With them, the prospect of glory, the consciousness of per-
forming a high and noble duty, drowned all feelings of sad-
ness. Previous to quitting the Nautilus, Somers addressed
his boat’s crew, telling them that he wished no man to ac-
company him who would not prefer being blown up to being
captured. He was answered with three cheers, and each
man separately desired to be allowed to apply the match.
Yet no unmanly levity was mingled with these enthusiastic
feelings. The seamen bound on the expedition made their
wills, as if about to die; and then all repaired on board the
ketch. Here an addition was found to the crew, in the per-
son of Mr. Israel, a lieutenant of the Constitution, who had
smuggled himself on board the Intrepid, determined to par-
take in the glory or disaster of the night. Before the ketch
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they supposed the ketch to be. A profound silence mean-
time hung over the waters, broken only by the occasional
boom of a gun from the batteries. Suddenly, through the
hage, a light was seen moving rapidly in a horizontal line,
and wavering, as if from a lantern hurriedly carried along a
vessel's deck. Lieutenant Carrol, who stood by Stewart’s
gide, in the gangway of the Siren, hed scarcely time to call
the attention of his commander to this light, when it disap-
peared, and night again shut in the prospect.

A few seconds of breathless anxiety ensued. All at once
& dazzling glare filled the firmament; a jet of fire, like &
fountain, shot to the sky; a deafening roar followed; and
vessels, batteries, sea and land reeled alike under the tre-
mendous concussion. For an insfant the mast of the ketch,
with its sails blazing, was seen in the air, as were also nume-
rous bombs whose fuses were burning. Then a sudden dark-
ness enveloped the scene, as if the wand of an enchanter had
been waved over it. The gloom was so intense that, for a
moment, no man could see his neighbour, though almost
within touch of him. This impenetrable obscurity was ac-
companied by a silence nearly as profound. The guns of the
castle were hushed instantaneously,asifhorror had transformed
the gunners to stone. The otherwise unbroken stillness was
disturbed only by a few sounds, yet these were more awful
than the hush itself; the falling of bombs on the rocks, the
plashing of heavier bodies in the water, and, in fancy, a low
cry from the town as of the suppressed shriek of thousands.
As these noises penetrated the gloom and silence, the hearts
of the listeners stopped beating for an instant, and a simul-
taneous shudder ran through every frame. No man spoke,
but each knew that the Intrepid had blown up.

When the first stunning emotions of the Americans had
subsided, they reflected that perhaps Somers had left the
ketch before the explosion, and every ear was immediately
occupied in listening for the sounds of approaching oars.
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single body in it, obviously that of the keeper, had drifted
on the beach.

. The three vessels returned, with melancholy feelings, to
the squadron, where the opinion was at first general, that
Somers had blown himself up to prevent being taken. In
this belief Preble remained to the day of his death. The
facts already enumerated, on the authority of Bainbridge,
were not, however, known to either the commodore or his
officers at the time they formed their conclusion; and these
facts decide the affair otherwise, as far at least as a matter
involved in such obscurity can ever be determined. At the
time of the explogion none of the enemy were near enough
to the Intrepid to render her situation perilous, and Somers,
proverbially cool, was not the man to blow himself up ex-
cept in the last extremity. In case, too, of the proximity
of a foe, the splinter-room was to have been lighted, one of
its chief purposes being to deter approach; yet this was not
done. Accident therefore, and not design, is the solution
of the explosion. A hot shot, fired from the batteries, would
have led to the disaster, or a cold shot, striking fire by coming
in contact with a bolt, would have produced the same result.
That so little damage was done to the Turks; that the corpse
of the boat-keeper was the only one found in the boat; and
that the Intrepid, as is testified by those who watched her
to the last, was yet a considerable distance from the inner
harbour, proves, as conclusively as circumstantial evidence
can, the fact that the ketch exploded by accident. The light
seen by Lieutenant Carrol renders it possible that the In-
trepid blew up from a spark dropped from a lantern, carried
from aft in order to set fire to the splinter-room, a step it was
nearly, if not quite time to take. Yet this supposition would
imply a carelessness which was foreign to Somers and his
crew.

Thus perished one of the bravest men-who ever held a
sommission in our.navy. He died, with his gallant associ-












JOHN RODGERS.

Commopore JoEN RoDGERS was distinguished, not only in
the wars with France and Tripoli, but subsequently in that
with Great Britain in 1812; and in all merited the reputa-
tion of a brave officer, a skilful seaman, and thorough disci-
plinarian. . His most celebrated action was the capture of the
largest cruiser of the Tripolitans, although she was moored
near the shore, and defended by a large force on the beach,
in addition to her own crew.

" Rodgers was born in what is now Harford county, Mary-

land, on the 11th of July, 1771. His father was a Scottish

gentleman, who, having emigrated to America many years

before the war of independence, proved his devotion to his

. adopted country by taking up arms in her cause during that

contest, as colonel of militia. The son, born just before the
209
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brig a cargo of supplies. On his re-appearance, however,
with the articles, the sentiments of the authorities had
changed, and his valuable cargo was confiscated; while for
twelve days he was kept prisoner, and only released on his
promise to leave the island.

In March, 1799, Rodgers was advanced to the rank of
post-captain, and directed to cruise in the sloop-of-war Mary-
land, on the Surinam station. He returned from this duty
in September, 1800. In March, 1801, he was ordered to
France with despatches. The war with Tripoli was now
raging, and in the autumn of 1802, he was sent to the Medi-
terranean, in the John Adams twenty-eight, to join the
squadron cruising there under Commodore Morris. While
lying before Tripoli, on the 20th of July, 1803, being at that
time the senior officer present, Rodgers was led to believe
that preparations were making in the city either to get a
oruiser to sea, or to cover the return of one to port. Accord-
ingly he despatched the Enterprise and Adams, the only two
vessels in company, the one to the eastward, the other in the
opposite direction, while he remained in the offing in his own
ship. The next morning the Enterprise was seen to the
southward and eastward with the signal for an enemy flying.
The John Adams was a few leagues at sea, and it was more
than an hour in consequence before she could speak the
schooner. On coming up, Rodgers found that a large corsair,
making for Tripoli, had been headed off by the Enterprise,
and had taken refuge in a deep bay, about seven leagues east-
ward of the town, where she lay at anchor with springs on
her cables, prepared for defence. The alarm had spread, and
already nine gun-boats were seen sweeping along the shore,
to assist in the contest. A large body of cavalry was also
perceived hovering about the cosst to resist any attack by
means of boats. The corsair was recognised as a vessel of
twenty-two guns, the largest and finest belonging to the.
bashaw.
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tions of the war, during the short period that remained to
the conclusion of peace, which occurred on the 3d of June,
1806. The treaty which put a final end to this contest was
signed on board the Constitution, to which frigaté Rodgers
had succeeded. Subsequently, Rodgers imposed conditions
on the Bey of Tunis, after which he returned to the United
States. He was now appointed to command the gun-boats
in New York harbour, in which capacity he remained until
February, 1809. In this month, he was transferred to the
Constitution, with directions to cruise on the Atlantic coast,
in order to protect our commerce from the depredations or
insults of British men-of-war. He subsequently hoisted his
broad pennant on board of the President, in the execution of
the same duty. It was while in command of this ship that
the collision occurred between her and the English sloop-of-
war Little Belt, in which the latter was almost reduced to a
wreck by a few broadsides from the former; a collision which
increased the hostile feelings already existing between this
country and Great Britain, and assisted materially to produce
the war of 1812. The facts of this affair are these : —
Rodgers had been lying in the Potomac, when, hearing
that an American sailor had been impressed from a brig off
Sandy Hook, by a British frigate, he sailed to inquire into
the facts. About noon, on the 16th of May, 1811, when the
President was approaching New York, a sail was discerned,
apparently a man-ofwar, in chase of which Rodgers pro-
ceeded, setting his broad pennant and ensign. The President
gained fast upon the stranger until the wind fell, when her
progress was slower; but, at nightfall, the vessels were so
close that the chase hauled up his courses, and, coming by
the wind on his starboard tack, set his ensign. It was too
dark, however, for the Americans to discover his nation, but
his broadside indicated that of a small frigate. For nearly
an hour and a half the two vessels continued manceuvring, -
each wishing to get to windward of the other; but finally
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stranger. When morning broke, the enemy was discovered
to leeward, having drifted considerably during the night.
The President, however, soon ran down to her, when Rod-
gers sent a boat on board, with an offer of services. The
stranger now proved to be the Little Belt of eighteen guns.
She had suffered severely by the President’s broadsides, and
thirty-one of her crew had been killed and wounded. The
English captain coldly declined assistance, on which the two
vessels parted, each bearing up on her course. This collision
produced much angry discussion between Great Britain and
the United States, and led to official investigations in both
countries. In America, Rodgers, having been tried by &
court-martial, was acquitted, the facts elicited in testimony
being such as we have based our narrative upon. In Eng-
land, it is believed no proper court of inquiry was held,
though affidavits were published from most of the officers of
the Little Belt. In these it was asserted that the President
began the action, and began it, not by the discharge of a
gingle gun, but by a whole broadside ; while it was also inti-
mated that, in the end, she sheered off. The latter part of
this story is so directly contradicted by the great injury done
to the British vessel, while the American frigate suffered but
little, that it gave an air of falsehood and absurdity to the
whole tale, and prevented belief in all parts of it among im-
partial men of either nation.

When war with Great Britain was finally declared, on the
18th of June, 1812, Rodgers was lying in the harbour of
New York, having his broad pennant still flying on board
the President. On the 21st, the United States, Commodore
Decatur; the Congress, Capt. Smith; and the Argus, Lt.
Com. Sinclair, arrived from the southward; and, on the
same day, Rodgers received official notice of the declaration
of hostilities. As the whole squadron was ready for sea, he
immediately determined to go out, hoping to intercept the
homeward-bound fleet of British West Indiamen, which, about
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on board two hundred thousand dollars in-specie. The two
frigates subsequently continued their cruise, being absent
eighty- days, and sailing a distance of eight thousand miles,
without meeting any of the enemy’s ships of war. On the
8d of April, 1813, Rodgers again left port, having the Con-
gressin company. He directed his course first for the Azores,
and afterwards for the North Sea, making numerous captures
of British merchantmen. At one time he was pursued by a
line-of-battle ship and a frigate; and finding the latter in ad-
vance of its companion, he offered battle, trusting to gain a
victory before the larger ship could close; but the challenge
wes déclined. He returned to the United States shortly
after, entering New York harbour on the 26th of September. -
On the 5th of December of the same year, he sailed on a
fourth cruise, and was absent until the 18th of February, 1814,
seeking for an opportunity to engage a frigate of the enemy,
and encountering continual risks of capture by a superior
force. But fortune, which had favoured him in the French
and Tripolitan wars, was now adverse, and he returned to
port without having met an adversary. He now gave up
his frigate. In August, he conducted the naval operations
on the Potomac against the enemy, after the retreat of the
latter’s forces from Washington; and, in September, partici-
pated in, the glorious and successful defence of Baltimore.

With this duty his active services in the war of 1812 ceased. - °

When peace was declared, Rodgers was tendered the office
of Secretary of the Navy, but this he declined. He was then
made President of the Board of Naval Commissioners; and,
in the discharge of the responsibilities of this honourable
office, he continued, with but a single intermission, for a
period of twenty-one years. The intermission occurred be-
tween 1825 and 1827, when he commanded the American
squadron in the Mediterranean, his flag-ship being the North
Carolina seventy-four. During the presidency of Monroe he
was again urged to accept the Naval Department, but he



him. His physical system, impaired by his lc
services, had been completely undermined by
cholera, and he continued to sink, until the
1838, when he expired at Philadelphia.
Rodgers was a man of great firmness, a
greater energy. He was a strict disciplinar
of the honour of his flag, and, under all
showed himself alike skilful and courageous.









HULL'S VICTORY.

ISAAC HULL.

TaE war of 1812 had scarcely begun, when the public
mind was plunged into despondency by news of the capitula-
tion of Detroit. Suddenly, when every one was in despair,
intelligence came of a victory so unexpected, so brilliant, so
far beyond human foresight, that the whole nation was flung
into transports of joy. We allude to the capture of the
British frigate Guerriere, by Captain Isaac Hull, in the Con-
stitution forty-four.

Hull was born at Derby, in the vicinity of New Haven,
Connecticut, on the 9th of March, 1775. His father, an offi-
cer in the American army, served during the whole of the
revolutionary struggle, leaving, for that purpose, his wife and

221



General William Hull, then residing at Boston
he went to school. It was soon discovered,
his passion for the sea was unappeasable, and



ISAAC HULL. 228

American sloop, the Sally, employed on the coast, he threw
a party of seamen and marines into her under the command
of Hull. The sloop reached her destination on the following
day about noon. As soon as the harbour began to open to
the sight, the Sandwich was perceived lying with her broad-
side to the entrance, while a battery at no great distance,
frowning down on the water, afforded her additional protec-
tion. Hull now sent most of his people below, and getting
an anchor ready over the stern, to bring the sloop up with,
stood directly for the enemy’s bows. No suspicion whatever
was excited; the Sally ran the Sandwich aboard; and the
Constitution’s people, pouring into her, carried her without
the loss of a man. At the same moment, Captain Carmick
landed with the marines, entered the battery, and spiked the
guns. Notwithstanding a great commotion which now en-
sued on shore, the Americans went to work to secure their
prize. The Sandwich was stripped to a girtline, and every
thing was below. Before sunset she had her royal yards
across, her guns scaled, and her American crew quartered,
and soon after she weighed, beat out of the harbour, and
joined the frigate. Hull always regarded this as one of his
most creditable achievements; and it is so considered by the
best judges of nautical exploits, The capture of the Sand-
wich in a neutral port was illegal, however, as the courts
subsequently declared; hence, in the end, she was not only
restored to her owners, but all the prize-money of the cruise
awarded to pay damages.

When the Constitution returned to Boston, Hull was
directed to superintend her repairs; but before this duty was
finished, he was ordered to join the Adams as first lieutenant,
and sail with that vessel to the Mediterranean. Arrived in
that sea, he received the command of the Enterprise, a
schooner already made celebrated by the victories of Shaw.
In this gallant little craft he rendered effectual aid to Captain
Rodgers, of the John Adams, in capturing a Tripolitan cor
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His first service, subsequent to his arrival, was the super-
intending the construction of some gun-boats, built in pur-
suance of a system which was the favourite scheme of Presi-
dent Jefferson. He was next appointed to the command of
the navy yard at Norfolk. He then received an appointment
to the Chesapeake, and afterwards to the Constitution. In
this latter frigate, he carried out Mr. Barlow, the American
minister to the court of Napoleon. When war with Great
Britain was declared, on the 18th of June, 1812, he was
lying at Annapolis in the Constitution, having just arrived
from Europe; and he immediately received an order from
the Secretary of the Navy to ship a new crew, and sail for
New York. Every exertion was put forth to obtain a com-
plement of men as speedily as possible, and, with such suc-
cess, that, by the 12th of July, the Constitution was ready
for sea. On that day, she left her anchorage and stood out
of the bay, destined, before Hull laid down her command,
not only to make herself and her commander. immortal, but
to give such an impetus to naval victory, that our ships of
war, instead of being laid up in ordinary as was at first con-
templated, were kept at sea, where their astonishing successes
held the Ameiican people in breathless delight, and filled
Europe with equal amazement and respect.

We have said that it was at first contemplated to lay up
our ships of war in ordinary; and, strange as this resolution
may seem, it was yet actually conceived. The navy of Great
Britain, in 1812, numbered about eight hundred efficient
vessels, while that of the United States did not exceed twenty,
exclusive of gun-boats. This comparatively insignificant
force was composed of three forty-fours; eight frigates of a
smaller size; and nine sloops-of-war, brigs, and schooners.
Intimidated by the vast disparity between the navy of the
two countries, the administration resolved in July, after a
cabinet discussion, to forbid such vessels as had not already
gone to sea from leaving port. Though it was the opinion
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reached Boston the second time, with the flag of a captured
British frigate, there was no longer any need of argument to
prove the high character of our navy; for all felt, from the
President down to the lowest of the people, that the charm
of English invincibility was broken, and that Britannia no
Ionger “ruled the seas.”

The Constitution, we have said, left Annapolis on the
12th of July, 1812. By the 17th, she was out of sight of
land, though at no great distance from the coast, when a fleet
of four sail was discerned, in shore, apparently composed of
ships of war. A fifth sail was made out towards evening.
Night fell, however, while the vessels were still at some dis-
tance. When morning dawned, three of the strangers were
visible just out of gun-shot, and soon after a fourth, fifth, and
sixth. These vessels belonged to the squadron of Captain
Broke, of the British navy, and had been intentionally closing
with the Constitution during the hours of darkness. The
American captain soon detected that the strangers were ene-
mies, and, as a combat with such a superior force would have
been madness, nothing was left but to endeavour to escape.
To this task Hull accordingly addressed himself with a reso-
lution and skill which were ultimately crowned with success,
and which, even without his subsequent capture of the
Guerriere, would have given him a prominent place among
the naval heroes of the republic. The struggle lasted for
three days and as many nights, during part of which time a
running fight was maintained with one of the English
frigates. At the end of this period, Hull succeeded in effect-
ing his escape from the squadron. In this protracted pur-
suit, the commodore received material assistance from the
suggestions of his first lieutenant, Mr. Morris, to whose sea-
manship, perhaps, the Constitution was finally indebted for
her escape. The success of the American frigate in evading
her pursuers probably changed the whole character of the
war at sea. If the Constitution had fallen a prey to the
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strange sail, the private signal was made, and kept up nearly
one hour; but finding she could not answer it, I concluded
~ she and the ships in shore were enemies. I immediately
hauled off to the southward and eastward, and made all sail,
having -determined to lie off till daylight to see what they
were. The ship that we had been chasing hauled off after
us, showing a light, and occasionally making signals, supposed
to be for the ships in shore. _

On the 18th, at daylight, or a little before it was quite
light, saw two sail under our lee, which proved to be frigates
of the enemy’s. One frigate astern, within about five or six
miles, and a line-of-battle ship, a frigate, a brig, and schooner,
about ten or twelve miles directly astern, all in chase of us,
with a fine breeze, and coming up fast, it being nearly calm
where we were. Soon after sunrise, the wind entirely left
us and the ship would not steer, but fell round off with her
head towards the two ships under our lee. The boats were
instantly hoisted out, and sent ahead to tow the ship’s head
round, and to endeavour to get her farther from the enemy,
being then within five miles of three heavy frigates. The
boats of the enemy were got out and sent ahead to tow, by
which, with the light air that remained with them, they
came up very fast. Finding the enemy gaining on us, and
but little chance of escaping from them, I ordered two of the
guns on the gun-deck to be ran out at the cabin windows for
stern guns on the gun-deck, and hoisted one of the twenty-
four pounders off the gun-deck, and run that, with the fore-
castle gun, an eighteen pounder, out at the ports on the quar-
ter-deck, and cleared the ship for action, being determined
they should not get her without resistance on our part, not-
withstanding their force and the situation we were placed in.
At about seven in the morning, the ship nearest us approach-
ing within gun-shot, and directly astern, I ordered one of the
stern guns fired, to see if we could reach her, to endeavour
to disable her masts; found the shot fell a little short, would



possible—four heavy ships nearly within gun-sl
up fast, and not the least hope of a breeze to g
of getting off by outsailing them.
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‘enabled us to hold way with her, notwithstanding they had
-eight or ten boats ahead, and all her sails furled to tow her
to windward. The wind continued light until eleven at
night, and the boats were kept ahead towing and warping to
keep out of the reach of the enemy, three of the frigates being
very near us; at eleven, we got a light breeze from the
southward, the boats came alongside and were hoisted up,
the ship having too much way to keep them ahead, the enemy
still in chase and very near.

On the 19th, at daylight passed within gun-shot of one of
the frigates, but she did not fire on us, perhaps for fear of
becalming her, as the wind was light; soon after passing us
she tacked, and stood after us—at this time six sail were in
sight, under all sail after us. At nine in the morning, saw
& strange sail on our weather beam, supposed to be an Ameri-
can merchant ship; the instant the frigate nearest us saw
her, she hoisted American colours, as did all the squadron,
in hopes to decoy her down; I immediately hoisted the Eng-
lish colours, that she might not be deceived ; she soon hauled
her wind, and, it is to be hoped, made her escape. All this
day the wind increased gradually, and we gained on the
enemy, in the course of the day, six or eight miles; they,
however, continued chasing us all night under a press of sail.

On the 20th, at daylight in the morning, only three of them
could be seen from the masthead, the nearest of which was
about twelve miles off, directly astern. All hands were set
at work wetting the sails, from the royals down, with the
engine and fire buckets, and we soon found that we left the
enemy very fast. At a quarter past eight, the enemy, find-
ing that they were fast dropping astern, gave over chase, and
hauled their wind to the northward, probably for the station
off New York. At half-past eight, saw a sail ahead, gave
chase after her under all sail. At nine, saw another strange
sail under our lee bow. We soon spoke the first sail discovered,
and found her to be an American brig from St. Domingo,
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far as the mouth of the St. Lawrence, where he took two
prizes, and recaptured an American brig. Finding few ves-
sels in this quarter, he stood to the southward. On the 19th,
at two, P. M, in latitude 40° 41, longitude 56° 48', a ship
was discerned from the masthead of the Constitution, bearing
E.S.E, and to leeward. All sail was immediately made in
chase, and by half-past three the stranger was discovered to
be an enemy’s frigate. She was on the starboard tack, under
easy canvas, and close-hauled. The announcement that the
ship in sight was a British man-of-war, and probably of about
the same force as the Constitution, was received with breath-
less emotion by the crew of the lattes. The American
frigate kept running free until within about three miles of
the enemy ; and, during this interval, the men conversed in
snxious whispers, or watched the stranger with intense
interest. The Constitution now began to shorten sail. Per-
oeiving this, the Englishman laid his maintopsail aback, by
way of challenge to battle. Hull, thus made aware that his
enemy sought, rather than declined a combat, proceeded to
make his preparations with all that coolness and care pecu-
liar to his character; he furled his top-gallant sails, stowed
his light stay-sails and flying jib, took a second reef soon
after in his topsails, then hauled up his courses, sent down
his royal yards, and cleared for action. The two ships were
now fast approaching, each, like gladiators, stripped for the
fight. As his last preliminary, Hull beat to quarters. The
men took their stations with alacrity, and, standing eagerly
by the guns, regarded the enemy as he slowly came within
range, inipatient to open their fire.

It was now about five o’clock, and the summer sun, though
declining to the west, was still two hours high. A heavy
sea was going. On the apparently illimitable expanse of
waters, no third vessel was to be discerned ; the two frigates
were alone, with no one to interfere between them. KEvery
man on board of either ship knew that the approaching con-
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on board the Constitution was now directed to the enemy.
The vast decks were as silent as death, scarcely a sound
being heard except the deep breathing of the men. In a few
minutes the American frigate began to double on the quarter
of the Englishman. The excitement now grew almost un-
controllable. The enemy was within half pistol-shot, and
the Americans were continually falling at their quarters;
but not a broadside had yet been allowed to be fired from
the Constitution. Only the high state of discipline in which
Hull kept his crew could have secured obedience in this
crisis. At last the Constitution began to double on the
Englishman, and as her forward guns bore, the order, so
long delayed, and so eagerly awaited, came. Never did such
& command find men more passionately eager to obey it.
Every gun was double-shotted, and aimed with such unerring
precision, that, at the first discharge, the spars of the enemy
were heard crashing through the smoke. At this welcome
sound cheers broke from some of the divisions. These, how-
ever, were soon drowned in the increasing roar of the strife;
for, as the Constitution drew slowly ahead, and more of her
guns bore, the firing on both sides became terrific. Soon
nothing was heard except the stunning report of the artillery,
the hissing of round shot, or the hundred commingled noises
of battle.

- About ten minutes after six the two frigates were fairly
side by side, and now the mizzen-mast of the enemy went
.thundering over his quarter. A deafening huzza rose from
the decks of the Constitution at this spectacle, while that
ship, wrapped in a shroud of flame and smoke, continued ad-
vancing, the shrieks of the British and the crashing of tim-
bers attesting the accuracy and closeness of her awful fire.
Finding herself passing ahead of the enemy, Hull luffed short
round his bows; but in this manceavre, the frigate shot into
the wind, and getting sternway, fell foul of the Englishman.
The guns of the latter now almost touched the quarter of the
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scythe. Soon the decks of the British frigate became slippery
with blood, and the scuppers ran with human gore. The in-
cessant discharges of musketry from both sides, combined
with the heavy sea, which now pitched the frigates together,
and now rolled them asunder, rendered it impossible to board ;
and the attempt was abandoned on both sides. Hull, at this,
filled away his sails. As the Constitution shot ahead, the
foremast of the English frigate fell, carrying down with it
the mainmast, so that the enemy lay wallowing in the trough,
without a stick standing, a hopeless wreck. At this specta-
cle, which assured them of victory, the American crew, by
-an impulse they could not control, simultaneously gave three
cheers, which rising again, and yet again, over the dying
reverberations of the fight, made the Constitution quiver from
her truck to her keel.

Hull, with a proud exultation, beheld his antagonist, so
vaunting but fifteen minutes before, now at his mercy; but
his prudence did not permit him to risk the loss of & single
life, by attempting to secure his prey prematurely. He ac-
cordingly hauled aboard his tacks, ran off a short distance,
secured his masts, and rove new rigging. At the end of half
an hour, he was in as favourable a condition for battle as
when he first went into action; and, now wearing round, he
took a position for raking. But, before he opened his fire,
the enemy, who had doggedly kept & jack flying on the stump
of his mainmast, lowered this, his last flag, and thus the vic-
tory was secured, without the renewal of the fight. The
contest, in all, had lasted only thirty minutes; sixteen from
the time the battle began until the enemy lost his mizzen,
and fourteen from that period to the falling of his two other
masts. Never had so decisive a triumph been gained over a
British frigate, by a vessel of equal rate, in so short an inter-

- val. Never, in any battle where the ships of England were
engaged, had the red-cross suffered so unexpected, so com-
plete a humiliation. From that hour the charm of her as-
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vexation and regret; and it is the first time that we have
ever heard that the striking of the flag on the high seas to
any thing like an equgl force, should be regarded by Eng-
lishmen with complacency or satisfaction. If it be a fault
to cherish among our countrymen ¢ that chastity of honour
which feels a stain like a wound ;' if it be an error to consider
the reputation of our navy as tenderly and delicately alive
to:reproach—that fault, that error we are likely often to com-
mit; and we cannot but consider the sophistry which would
render us insensible to the dishonour of our flag as peculiarly
noxious at the present conjuncture. It is not merely that
an English frigate has been taken, after what we are free to
eonfess may be called a brave resistance, but that it has been
taken by a new enemy, an enemy unaccustomed to such
triumphs, and likely to be rendered insolent and confident by
them. He must be. a weak politician who does not see how
important the first triumph is in giving a tone and character
to the war. Never before, in the history of the world, did
an English frigate strike to an American; and though we
eannot say that Captain Dacres, under all circumstances, is
punishable for this act, yet we do say, there are commanders
in the English navy, who would a thousand times rather
have gone down with their colours flying, than have set
their fellow-sailors so fatal an example.”

In the United States, the intelligence of Hull's victory
was received with equal astonishment by the people. This
soon gave place, however, to the most unbounded enthusiasm.
With naval men the result was less unexpected, though even
they had looked forward to the struggle with a feeling of
manly resolution rather than of entire confidence. But
mow, on coolly reviewing the battle, they saw, after making
every allowance for the heavier metal of the Constitution,
assurances of future success. The style in which the Ameri-
can frigate had been handled; the rapidity of her fire; and
the readiness with which, after dismantling the Guerriere,
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his long and arduous services, and besides age was stealing
upon him. He felt accordingly the necessity of relaxation,
and, applying for an unconditional leave of absence, estab-
lished himself at Philadelphia, in the autumn of 1842. Here
he found his strength declining, and, in the increasing pros-
pect of dissolution, he began, in the beautiful language of
Soripture, “ to set his house in order.” He died on the 13th
of February, 1843. His last request was that he might be
buried in his uniform. His interment took place at Laurel
Hill, where a costly and appropriate monument, erected by
his widow, points out the spot where moulders all that was
mortal of the hero. _

Hull was intrepid and self-possessed in danger; but had
little enthusiasm. In this respect he differed widely from
Decatur, whose hot Celtic blood blazed up at what scarcely
affected the colder temperament of Hull. An able writer,
who knew both men well, says that Decatur envied Hull the
oredit of the first victory of the war; but that Hull never
could have envied Decatur under similar circumstances.
Hull was exemplary in the performance of his duties, private
as well as public. He was modest, amiable, and courteous.
In a word, though few heroes have been less showy, few
have possessed such solid merit.

17
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having obtained a thorough knowledge of the Latin and
Greek tongues, besides the other studies then usually fol-
lowed in academies of the best repute, he began the study of
physic and surgery, under Doctor Sykes, an eminent prao-
titioner of that day, residing at Dover, in his native state.
He subsequently attended the medical lectures of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and, having graduated at that time-
honoured institution, returned to Dover, to practise his pro-
fession. :

Discouraged, however, by the small prospect of success,
for there were already & number of eminent physicians in
the town, established in business, he determined to seek a
livelihood by other pursuits; and accordingly solicited and
obtained the office of clerk of the Supreme Court of Delaware,
for the county of Kent. Partly, however, from ill-health
resulting from his sedentary duties, partly from a longing for
& more active and ambitious avocation, he decided, after he
had held this post for some time, to abandon its comparative
ease and emoluments for the untried life of a sailor, and ac-
cordingly, at the age of twenty-nine, entered the navy of the
United States as & midshipman. This was in 1799 at the
period of the French war. His friends remonstrated against
his determination, pointing out to him the disadvantages of
embracing the profession at so late an age; but their expos-
tulations were in vain. He felt that he had at last hit upon
the pursuit for which nature had intended lnm and he reso-
Tately maintained his purpose.

His first cruise was made on board the United States,
Commodore Barry, to whom he was indebted, as were so
many other gallant officers, for those rudiments of nautical
knowledge which laid the foundation of his subsequent skill
as a seaman. He next served on board the Ganges twenty-
four. When the war with Tripoli broke out, he was ordered
to the Philadelphia, Captain Bainbridge, and was one of the
unfortunate number who, on the capture of that frigate, be-
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Wasp, soon told with terrible effect. Within five minutes
after the first gun was discharged, the main-topmast of the
American ship was shot away; and in eight minutes the
gaff and mizzen top-gallantmast also fell. The British, con-
sidering the day won, cheered at this spectacle; and already
began to boast to each other of their prize-money.
. But if the fire of the enemy was the most rapid, that of the
Americans was the most deadly; and the English, even in
the midst of their huzzas, began to shrink from their guns.
The side of the Wasp now rubbed against the bows of her
entagonist, and, in another minute, the ships came foul, the
bowsprit of the foe overlapping the quarter-deck of the Ameri-
can, forcing her bows up into the wind, and enabling the
latter to throw in a close raking fire. The vessels were now
80 near that in loading the Wasp's guns, the rammers fre-
quently struck the bows of her opponent. Mean time, the
Americans, burning to revenge the injury to their spars,
maintained a terrific fire, which soon drove the enemy from
his forward guns, a sight which the crew of the Wasp hailed
in turn with huzzas. Ome or two of the carronades were
now discharged, raking the decks of the foe for their whole
length, and when the smoke cleared off, the British sailors
were seen wildly flying below. At this spectacle, the enthu-
giasm of the Americans burst all discipline. Leaving their
guns, they leaped into the rigging, and from thence gprang
upon the bowsprit of the enemy, preparatory to swarming
over his deck. Finding that the men were not to be re-
strained, Lieutenant Biddle placed himself at their head, and
boarded the foe. On the forecastle of the brig he passed all
his own people; but there was no enemy to oppose him.
Two or three wounded officers were standing aft; and the
decks were strewed with the dead and dying; but not & soli-
tary seaman was at his post, except the man at the wheel.
As Mr. Biddle passed aft, the British officers threw down
their swords in token of submission. Springing into the
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tain Beresford. The Americans were carried to Bermuda,
where Jones and his officers were treated with especml cour-
$esy, dinners, balls, and other entertainments being given for
their amusement. In a few weeks, a cartel was prepared, by
which the officers and crew of the Wasp were carried to New
¥ork. On his arrival in the United States, Jones was re-
oeived with an almost wild enthusiasm. His brilliant victory
was the general theme of conversation. Himself and his offi-
oers were welcomed with applause wherever they went. The
different Atlantic cities vied with each other in the splendour
of the entertainments with which they greeted him during
his journey to Washington. His native state voted him a
piece of plate. Congress shared in the popular acclamations,
and appropriated twenty-five thousand dollars to Jones and
his crew, for the loss they had sustained hy the. recapture
of the Frolic. A gold medal was bestowed on Jones, a
gilver medal on each of the commissioned officers. In a
word, the nation went wild with joy. :

Jones was now appointed to the Macedonian, and attached
to Decatur’s squadron, which, at this time, was preparing to
get to sea from New York, by way of Long Island Sound.
But the vessels, having been chased into New London by a
superior force of British ships, were compelled to lie in that
port during the remainder of the war. Jones, on this, was
detached from the Macedonian, and ordered, with his officers
and crew, to join Chauncey on Lake Ontario. Here he was
placed in command of the frigate Mohawk. But no further
opportunity was presented for distinguishing himself, as the
British and American fleets on this lake did not come to any
action. At the conclusion of peace, Jones was again sum-
moned to the Atlantic seaboard, with his officers and crew,
and directed to assume his old post on board the Macedonian,
it being the intention of the government to despatch a squad-
ron, of which she was to form a part, to chastise the Algerines
for having taken occasion of our war with England, to depre-
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date on our commerce in the Mediterranean. The command
of this fleet was given to Decatur, who executed his task
with rigour and success, as we shall have occasion to narrate
in his biography.

In 1821, Jones visited the Mediterranean again, this time
with the broad pennant of a commodore flying. On his re-
turn he was offered and accepted & seat as one of the Board
of Navy Commissioners. In 1826 he resigned this post, to
accept the Pacific squadron. He subsequently commanded
at the Baltimore station, then at New York, and afterwards
at Philadelphia, where he died, August the third 1850.

Jones was fond of social life. Cheerful in his habits,
amiable in temper, and intelligent in conversation, he- was
always popular, though a certain dignity prevented too much
familiarity. As an officer he was strict, brave, and impartial,









DECATUR’S FIGET WITK THE TRIPOLITAN CAPTAIN.

STEPHEN DECATUR.

Ir we had faith in the doctrine of transmigration, we
should believe that the soul of Du Guesclin or Ibberville
had re-appeared after an absence of centuries, in Stephen
Decatur. His headlong daring, his chivalrous exploits, the -
blaze of splendour he always drew after him, dazzle and ex-
cite the mind as when we peruse the deeds of some knight
of old romance. There is, perhaps, no other name in Ameri-
can naval history which can make the’ pulses thrill like that
of Decatur.

He was a man, indeed, who, in a remoter age, would have
passed for a demi-god. What Achilles was to Greece, what
Hector to Troy, what King Arthur to ancient Armorica, that
Decatur was and will be to the United States. Paul Jones,
who is sometimes compared to him, does not belong, as Deca-
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tur did, entirely to America. He was less of a patriot and
more of an adventurer. Decatur, on the other hand, is
wholly ours—ours by birth, education, and sepulture. Under
no other flag than that of America did he ever sail. His
first pulsation as well as his last was for his native land ; his
victaries were all for her. His desire for glory, indeed, like
that of Paul Jones, was & devouring passion, an insatiate
thirst. The knowledge .that a rival had surpassed him,
would have broken his proud heart. But this eagerness, un-
like that of his great rival, was not entirely selfish; for De-
catur sought renown equally for America and for himself.
Decatur was born in 1779, on the eastern shore of Mary-
land, whither his family had fled from Philadelphia, during
the occupation of the latter by the British. His ancestors,
for two generations, had been seamen. His grandfather was
a Frenchman, who, making a voyage to Newport, had fallen
in love with and married a daughter of that town. His
father was one of the most accomplished men of his profes-
sion, who had passed from the mercantile to the public
marine during the war of independence, and had established
a reputation so high, that when the merchants of Philadelphia
built the frigate of that name and presented her to the
United States, they requested that the elder Decatur might
be appointed to command her. Descended from such pro-
genitors, the subject of our memoir early imbibed a fondness
for the sea. His mother indeed strove to persuade him from
his purpose, for she indulged the hope of seeing her son some
day an eminent divine; but it is fortunate that she was
finally induced to yield to his inclination. Men of Decatur’s

o

temperament make great soldiers, but in other pursuits are ==
indifferent. The unquenchable desire for glory which ragesmm=
within them, impels them to war as the only legitimate ventsiill
to their volcanic natures; and the attempt to repress o=
turn aside their energies frequently plunges them into the=
most terrible excesses. No sedentary profession, be it these
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bar, the forum, or the pulpit, will satisfy organizations like
that of Decatur. Give the eagle the free air for scope, and
be soars to the sun; but chain him'to earth, and he tears
himself to pieces.
" ..At the age of nineteen a.midshipman’s warfant was pro-
cured for Decatur by his father's friend, Commodore Barry,
under whom he made his first cruise in the frigate United
States. This was during the French war of 1798. No sig-
nal opportunity for distinction presented itself to him, but he
performed his duty zealously, and so favourably impressed
his. commander, that, after the probation of a year, he was
promoted to the rank of licutenant. Already he had become
oelebrated for his chivalrous courage. An instance, in proof
of this, is narrated as happening during this early period.
He was idly sauntering on the quarter-deck one morning,
when the cry, “ A man overboard!” rang through the ship.
Immediately the utmost consternation ensued, durjng which
the loud, quick voice of the officer of the deck was heard
shouting, “ Second cutters away! third cutters away!” Sud-
denly a tall form rushed to the mizzen chains, and, the next
moment, plunged headlong into the water. The officers hur-
ried to the stern. There, amid the boiling wake, was Deca-
tar, supporting the drowning man with one arm, and vigor-
ously buffeting the waves with another. A tumultuous
cheer broke from the crew, and the rescuer and rescued were
soon taken up by the boats. From that hour dates Decatur’s
influence with seamen.
--In 1801, when the dubious conduct of Tripoli led to the
of a war with that marauding power, Decatur sailed
for the Mediterranean, in Commodore Dale’s squadron, as
fwst licutenant of the Essex. His selection for this post,
when he had been only three years in the navy, is a conclu-
sive proof of his high professional ability. Nothing was
done by Dale’s squadron beyond taking precautionary mea-
sures, if we except an engagement between the schooner
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conturies the Barbary powers had been the terror of the
Mediterranean. Their corsairs had plundered the commerce
of every nation which did not pay them tribute, and accord- -
ingly, partly from fear, partly from meaner motives, the
proudest as well as the weakest European powers subsi-
dized them. The fear of the Barbary pirates was particu-
larly strong among the inhabitants of the contiguous shores
of Spain, France, and Italy. Watch-towers were established
along these coasts to give warning of the appearance of cor-
sairs in the offing; and at sight of the beacons lighted on
" their summits, a scene of terror and confusion indescribable -
entsued. The bells tolled from village to village, carrying
the alarm far inland ; the women clasped their children, and,
gathering a few movables, began a speedy flight; the men
drove off the cattle; the priests deserted the churches; and
the sick, almost mute with fear at beholding this universal
desertion, implored for death.as mercy when compared to
Algerine slavery. Thousands of Christians captives, not-
withstanding these precautions, were annually ravished into
Moslem bondage. Those thus carried off were like the
melancholy beings whom Dante saw passing through that
awful gate, over whose portals gleamed the terrible warning,
“Who enters here, bids farewell to hope.”. Few of the cap-
* tives, indeed, ever returned. The youth passed gradually
to manhood, and then on to decrepit old age, vainly revolv-
ing plans of escape; the virgin, in all her purity and bloom,
sabmitted to the fate she loathed, or sought relief in self-
inflicted death; the husband abandoned for ever the thought
of beholding his adored wife; and the weeping parent breathed
an eternal adieu to his children. - The victims of that hor
rible elavery were as if dead to their European connections;
and yet they lived on, and on, and on, in immitigable de-
spair. Stripes, fetters, and frequently impalement was their
lot. Sometimes a few would join in an attempt to escape,
but, being nearly always discovered, this only led to deeper
18
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Decatur sailed from Syracuse on the 3d of
in the ketch Intrepid, accompanied by Liel
in the schooner Siren; and arrived off Tripc
the same month. The crew of the ketch cons
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the shore, and as the ketch approached the land, the shape-
less outlines of the fortifications began to assume form. Here
and there a lateen sail could be seen skimming into the har-
bour, where it quietly dropped anchor and folded its wings.
As the ketch slowly advanced, objects on shore became more
distinguishable. The different batteries could now be made
out, the bashaw’s palace, and the score of minarets on the
hill-side. The restless murmur of the day had already sub-
sided, and no sound broke the stillness of the evening, except
the rustle made by the ketch as she rippled through the
water, or the faint sound of a voice from some distant barque.
Decatur stood, with folded arms, watching the object of his
enterprise, as she lay dismantled close under the walls of the
bashaw’s palace.

More than an hour had elapsed since the ketch had en-
tered the outer harbour. Her crew, meantime, had been
artfully concealed, so that she might be thought to be merely
a coaster. But now the little craft had approached so near
her destination that Decatur feared every moment the Turks
would detect her real character; especially as she had been
forced to leave the usual track of trading vessels, in order to
draw sufficiently near to the frigate. Her progress was now
extremely slow, and for the last ten minutes, the heart of
Decatur beat with anxious suspense. When the Intrepid had
nearly reached her destination, the Turks, who had been
idly watching her, began, for the first time, to show sus-
picions, and ordered her to keep off. Meantime a boat had
been got out, in order to carry a line aboard the frigate, De-
catur pretending that he had lost his anchors and wished to
warp in. Suddenly one of the enemy cried out, ¢ Ameri-
canos! Americanos!” Now that he was discovered, our
heroic young officer saw not an instant was to be lost, but
immediately laid his craft aboard. Summoning the boarders,
who leaped from their hiding-places, he rushed at the
frigate’s sides, followed by all his men, except a few who
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their guns; and soon the whole circle of batteries, which
girdled the harbour, was thundering incessantly, until the
water, the ships, and the hills around trembled with the ex-
plosions. Fortunately the breeze sprang up at this crisis,
and began to blow steadily out of the harbour. The Intrepid
was accordingly put before the wind, the men aiding her
with their long sweeps. As they turned to depart, the sailors,
by a common impulse, gave three hearty cheers, and then,
stooping to their oars, drove their gallant craft vigorously
through the water. At this, the batteries played fiercer and
more frequent. Shot after shot whistled close over the heads
-of the Americans, or, plunging into the bay near them, threw
showers of spray around. It was a strange spectacle to see
the little bark holding her charmed path in the centre of that
concentric fire, her prow pointed unwaveringly towards the
opening ahead, where the harbour swelled out into the bound-
less expanse of the Mediterranean.

The scene behind now approached sublimity. The town,
by this time, was everywhere in an uproar. Lights were
glancing from house to house along the water edge, and all
up and around the hilly amphitheatre on which the city stood.
The black walls of the batteries were illuminated incessantly
by the flashes of their guns. But the most striking object
of all was the burning frigate in the foreground. The flames
had now completely mastered her; they leaped from the
port-holes, ran licking up the shrouds, or whirled from spar
to spar in mad contortions. Soon the whole vessel was
wrapped in fire, columns of which streaming up, intense and
dazzling, towards the sky, were there reflected back from an
inky canopy of smoke, that, like the wing of the destroying
angel, hung ominously over the scene. Far and wide the
glitter of the flames danced on the waters, shone along the
houses on the hill, played luridly on the ships in port, or
flung a ghastly and spectral aspect over objects visible in the
distance. To heighten the sublimity of the scene, the guns
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saw her approach to the frigate, until, at last, they lost sight
of her altogether. The suspensemow grew intolerable. It
was far greater than that of the crew of the Intrepid, for they
were stimulated by the near approach of action, while their
comrades in the boats outside could only idly look on.
Eagerly they listened for some sound of’ strife, but none
came. They watched for a rocket which Decatur had pro-
mised to send up in case of success, but the moments passed
and it did not appear. Stewart, who had remained on board
the Siren, about six miles in the offing, was harassed by
equal doubts. Hour after hour he looked out into the gloom
towards Tripoli, to see if he could discover any token of the
progress of events. The evening had not arrived when he
parted from Decatur, and now nine o’clock had come, yet
still there was no signal from the adventurers. Suddenly a
rocket shot up into the sky. Stewart knew now that Deca-
tur had reached the frigate; but would he escape? The
events that followed passed like those of a dream. Flames
were seen circling from the harbour, and soon the blage illu-
minated the shore far and near, and flashed back from sails
in the Mediterranean miles away. Then the roar of artillery
rose upon the silence. After a while this passed, and all
was again hushed. Stewart’s anxiety for his friend now be-
came intense. At last, a vivid stream of light shot into the
eky, followed by an explosion that made the Siren tremble
to her keel. Was it the frigate, or the Intrepid, that had
blown up? The suspense continued for some time longer,
when suddenly the rollicking of oars was heard, and immedi-
ately a boat dashed out of the shadows ahead. As soon as
it touched the schooner’s side, Decatur leaped on board, the
first man to announce his own success.

This exploit at once placed Decatur at the head of our
naval heroes in the popular estimation. On the reception of
the news by Congress, he was raised to the rank of post-cap-
tain, almost by acclamation. Nothing was now regarded as






STEPHEN DECATUR. 267

sailed for the latter place. Having confirmed the wavering
friendship of the Bey, and recruited his force, he appeared
before. Tripoli again on the 26th of July. ¥e was making
preparations to bombard the town, when a gale arose, which
compelled him to put to sea. At last the tempest abated,
and on the 3d of August, Preble began his long-contemplated
attack. His plan was to bombard the batteries, while at the
same time he attacked, with his gun-boats, the galleys of the
enemy. The gun-boats were arranged in two divisions of
three each, the first of which was led by Lieutenant Somers,
the second by Decatur. At three, . M., the action began by
throwing shells into the town. Instantly the gun-boats of
the Turks stood out to meet those of the assailants, relying
on their superior numbers for a victory. Decatur, being to
windward of Somers, was able to reach the foe first. The
division which opposed him consisted of nine gun-boats, but
nevertheless he steadily advanced, pouring in a shower of
grape and musket-balls. While bearing down on the enemy,
his brother, who commanded one of the boats of Somers, shot
ahead of the rest of that officer’s division, and, finding Deca~
tur about to engage such an overwhelming force, steered to
his assistance. Meantime one of Decatur’s boats had been
crippled and dropped astern. With the other three, how-
ever, he dashed into the midst of the Tripolitan fleet, and
each boat running on board of one of the enemy’s, a terrible
struggle ensued, hand to hand, between the crews. Decatur
was soon victorious over his opponent, and, taking his prize
in tow, was proceeding out of the harbour, when the boat -
which his brother had led dropped under his stern, and in-
formed him that Lieutenant James Decatur, after having
captured one of the enemy’s craft, had been treacherously
shot through the head when about taking possession.

The sight of his dying brother and the reflection of the
baseness of the act inflamed Decatur to a pitch little shoxt of
madness, and immediately laying the head of his boat in
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prey, heroically receiving on his own head the stroke aimed
at his commander. But this self-sacrifice had nearly proved
- unavailing ; for suddenly the Turk, wrenching himself around,
threw Decatur under, and, drawing a yataghan, instantane-
ously thrust at his foe. The spectators held their breath.
It was too late to interfere; the flash descended; every one
expected to behold Decatur fall dead. But suddenly he was
seen to clutch the blade, draw a pistol with his other hand,
and fire. The Turk relaxed his hold and fell back, while
Decatur sprang victorious to his feet. His little band, trans-
ported beyond themselves, burst into a cheer, and, in less
than another minute, the day was won. It is pleasing to
record that the gallant seaman who saved Decatur’s life sur-
vived, and subsequently became his favourite coxswain.
Throughout the whole of the ensuing operations before
Tripoli, during which four other attacks were made on the
-place, Decatur played a prominent part. On every suitable
occasion he displayed the same dashing courage as in his
action with the gun-boats. Indeed, after that of Preble,
there is no name so inseparably linked with the glories of the
Tripolitan war as that of Decatur, and in the popular esti-
mation it even stands first. The contest with this Barbary
power was the school of our infant navy. It was during
these hostilities that Stewart, Macdonough, and many other
heroic souls, learned the art of war. . But Decatur was not
so much a pupil as an instructor. He was ever foremost in
the most perilous enterprises, and celebrated not less for his
sagacity than for his indomitable bravery. The eyes of his
countrymen followed him during his splendid career on the
coast of Africa, as we follow the track of some meteor that
suddenly fills the firmament with brilliancy. It was while
before Tripoli that Decatur received+his commission as post-
captain, and this immediately gave him that precedence in
rank which he had long enjoyed in reputation. About the
middle of September, the squadron sailed for Syracuse, Preble
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was but twenty-eight when he received this title. He sub-
sequently formed one of the court-martial, though much
against his wishes, which tried Barron ; and the unfavourable
opinion he had dlready formed against that officer was here
strengthened. Frank and decided, Decatur did not, at any
time afterwards, conceal his sentiments on this subject; and
hence arose those difficulties between'hilp and Barron which,
at a later day, led to his death at the hands of the latter.
But of this in its proper place.

‘The declaration of war, on the 18th of June, 1812, found
Decatur in command of the frigate United States, as flag-ship
of the Chesapeake squadron. In anticipation of hostilities,
however, he had been ordered to join Rodgers at New York,
where he accordingly arrived on the 21st of June, simulta-
neously with the announcement, at that place, of the war.
That very evening, the commodore put to sea, accompanied
by Decatur, in hopes to overtake the homeward-bound Ja-
maica fleet; but, after a month’s cruise, during which the
prey was frequently missed only by a few hours, he returned
unsuccessful to port. On the 8th of October Rodgers again
sailed, with a fleet composed of the President, United States,
Congress, and Argus. When a few days out, the United
States became separated from the rest of the squadron, and,
standing away to the southward and eastward, had the good
fortune, on the 25th of October, near the island of Madeira,
to discover an English frigate. Decatur had been dissatisfied
with his star from the moment that he had heard of the cap-
ture of the Guerriere, for he had wished to be the first to
take a frigate from the enemy; but now he ceased to lament
fate, and, with joyful exultation, prepared for action. The
Macedonian, being the swiftest ship, and having the advan-
tage of the wind, might have escaped if she desired ; but her
commander, Captain Carden, knowing his ship to be one of
the best in the British navy, and holding the Americans in
comparative contempt, for he had not yet heard of Hull's
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nothing” With wild huzzas the sailors cheered eagh other,
a8 they saw spar after spar of the enemy give way. At last,
with a desperate effort, the Macedonian endeavoured to run
afoul of her antagonist, in hopes to retrieve the day by board-
ing, but, being foiled, she sullenly hauled down her flag.

On taking possession of the prize, a melancholy scene pre-
sented itself. Besides the injury to her rigging and spars,
the Macedonian had received nearly one hundred shots in
bher hull, while every thing about her, from her boats down,
was literally cut to pieces. Of her crew of three hundred,
one hundred and four were killed or wounded. On board
the United States the killed and wounded were but twelve.
Of the killed on board the Macedonian, it is melancholy to
reflect that two were Americans, who had been compelled
to fight against their country. Five other Americans had
been, in like manner, forced to serve at the guns of the Ma-
cedonian, but escaped without injury. The decks of the
captured frigate were slippery with blood ; while fragments
of limbs lay about in every direction. The cries of the
wounded, meantime, were agonizing beyond description.
Every thing betokened the fatal aim of the crew of the
United States; as well as the difference between men fight-
ing from compulsion and those combating for country. The
British seaman, frequently oppressed and always brutalized,
was naturally destitute of the high-wrought enthusiasm of
the American, who knew he was struggling against the tyrant
of the ocean. This feeling, far more than the difference in
the size of the two ships, caused the immense disparity be-
tween the loss on board the United States and that on board
the Macedonian.

The boat which had boarded the British frigate, on her
return conveyed Captain Carden to the United States. As
Decatur advanced to receive him, they mutually recognised
each other, and Carden, remembering their last interview,
was covered with confusion. This would have been the
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was received by the Americans with every emotion of delight.
At New London an entertainment was given to Decatur and
his officers. At Washington, when the messenger arrived
with the despatches, the Secretary of the Navy was at a ball,
whither the young officer followed him. No sooner was the
intelligence known than the room shook with acclamations.
At New York, to which Decatur soon removed his prize, a
grand festival was offered to him in conjunction with Captains
Hull and Jones. The crew of the United States were subse-
quently welcomed with a fete at the City Hall. Congress
hastened to bestow on Decatur a gold medal. The legisla-
tures of New York and Massachusetts voted him their thanks.
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and lastly his native city, Philadel-
phis, each presented him with a sword. The corporation of
New York gave him the freedom of the city in a gold box,
and solicited him to sit for his portrait to adorn the City
Hall. Honours flowed in on him from every quarter.

The Macedonian and Hornet were now placed also under
Decatur’s command, and with his little squadron he made an
attempt to get to sea by way of Sandy Hook. A strong
blockading force, however, frustrated this design. He ac-
cordingly retraced his steps, and, on the 24th of May, 1813,
proceeded along Long Island Sound, hoping to get to sea by
the broader opening in that direction. But here also a su-
perior British fleet stopped all egress. Decatur now put into
New London, where he lay watching an opportunity to slip
by the blockading fleet. On the 1st of June only a single
line-of-battle ship being in sight, the American commander
stood out with his little squadron to engage her; but, before
be arrived within gun-shot, three frigates hove in sight, and
he returned disappointed to his anchorage. Subsequently he
withdrew his vessels five miles higher up the river, and
erected batteries on neighbouring heights, the better to defend
. them; for the British had threatened that they would recap-
ture the Macedonian, “even if they had,” to use their own
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In crossing the bar, however, in the dark, the President
struck, by which she was much strained, and two valuable
hours lost. It would have been advisable, after this acci-
dent, to have returned to port, but the wind, which blew
strongly, rendered this impossible. Accordingly, Decatur
pursued his voyage, keeping close into the Long Island shore
to escape notice, and making his way eastward as fast as
possible. He had calculated that the British would hasten
to return to their stations, and that, by morning, he should
have run a sufficient distance to be out of sight. But the
enemy, fortunately for them, had been less alert than he ex-
pected, and when day broke were visible in close vicinity to
the President. The British look-outs immediately detected
the character of Decatur’s frigate, and gave chase. Now be-
gan a most animated struggle. The immense disparity of
force precluded all idea of a combat.  Nothing remained for
the President, therefore, but to endeavour to outsail her pur-
suers. Decatur immediately put the helm to starboard, and
hauled by the wind on the larboard tack, which brought her
head to the northward, tewards the east end of Long Island.
He had now an enemy on each quarter, and two astern.
Every stitch of canvas that would draw was set. But it
‘'was soon found that the injury received by the President
had materially impaired her speed; and the noble frigate,
which hitherto had never met her equal, was gradually over-
‘hauled by the foe. Foremost among the pursuers was the
‘Endymion, a frigate of equal force with Decatur’s ship. She
was already coming up, hand over hand, when, towards noon,
the wind became light and baffling. This held out new
hopes for the Americans. The sails of the President were
now wet, from the royals down; the water was started into
the hold, and pumped out to lighten her; anchors and boats
were cut away; the cables were cast overboard; and finally
even the spars and provisions were flung away. For three
hours longer the struggle continued without any decided ad-



cut up the sails of the President, while the 1
bring a gun to bear. The distance of the End
than a quarter of a mile, at which fearful pro:

1t









STEPHEN DECATUR. - 288

he trusted to be able to beat the Endymion out of action be-
fore the other pursuing ships should come up, and, in the
approaching darkness, to make good his escape. -

Every person on board, down to the smallest powder-boy,
shared Decatur’s exasperation when he turned upon the Eng-
lishman; and consequently, in the combat that succeeded,
the Americans fought with the utmost fierceness and despe-
ration. Ranging up alongside of her foe, the President de-
livered broadside after broadside, in unintermitting succession.
As the night closed in, the scene became terrible. The space
between the two ships was covered with smoke, that, lit
incessantly by the flashes of the guns, wore an unearthly as-
pect. Cheer upon cheer rose from the decks of the President,
as sail after sail was cut away from the yards of the Endy-
mion, and she began to drop perceptibly astern. Decatur
was everywhere stimulating the men by his words and by
his presence. Though wounded severely in the chest by a
splinter, he still kept his post, insensible, for the time, to
pain, or to the weariness which was the result of the un-
ceasing watchfulness of the last thirty-six hours. His officers
behaved with equal heroism. Lieutenant Twiggs, who, in
after years, fell heroically at Chapultepec, commanded the
marines on this eventful night, and, with his men, discharged
no less than five thousand cartridges. Distinguished among
the younger men was Lieutenant Hamilton, the son of the
Becretary of the Navy, remarkable for beauty of person,
hilarity of temper, and unflinching courage. “Carry on,
boys, carry on!” he shouted continually: Suddenly, while
uttering this exclamation, a grape-shot struck his heart, and
he fell a corpse on the deck. Lieutenant Howell, in like
manner cheering his division at the close of the action, had
Jjust cried, “ We have whipped that ship, at any rate,” when
a shot, the last the Endymion fired; crashed in his brain, and
he too died instantaneously.

Before nine o’clock the British frigate was almost a wreck.
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Decatur now changed his course again, heading east by north,
under a press of canvas from royal studding sails down.
The President, however, was considerably crippled in her
rigging, so that her speed was much less than it had been
during the chase. But, as the sky began to cloud over, the
Americans cherished high hopes of escape. The British fleet
was still in sight, however, and, having noticed the change
in the President’s course, immediately renewed the pursuit.
For nearly two hours Decatur flattered himself, nevertheless,
that he should drop his enemies in the darkness; but towards
eleven o'clock the clouds blew over, leaving a bright star-
light, by which the foremost of the British squadron was
detected close at hand. The evil star of Decatur was, for
once, in the ascendant! He still, however, heroically held
out. But the Pomone frigate, ranging up, delivered her
broadside, while the Tenedos, Majestic, and Despatch were
rapidly approaching. At last he struck his flag, unwiling
to sacrifice life in what was now an utterly hopeless endea-
vour. Perhaps, in modern naval history, there is no second
instance of a combat so unequal, maintained so gallantly and
8o long. The victories of others have frequently been less
glorious than this defeat of Decatur’s. He sustained the des-
perate struggle for twenty-four hours, nor did he yield at last
while a single chance remained. Even his enemies acknow-
ledged this: “he was completely mobbed,” said the British
admiral commanding on the station. When Decatur repaired
on board the Majestic to deliver his sword to Captain Hayes,
the senior officer of the squadron, that gentleman imitated
the courtesy of his prisoner on a former occasion, and restored
the blade immediately, saying that “ he felt proud in return-
ing the sword of an officer who had defended his ship so
nobly.” Decatur was carried to Bermuda, where every at-
tention was paid him, and the earliest opportunity was taken
to forward him to New London on his parole. His arrival
in the United States was marked by as much enthusiasm as

/
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if he had returned from a victory. The public sentiment
was universally that he had gained honour, though he had
lost his ship. When he landed, the crowd took the horses
feom his carriage, and dragged him, cheering, to his hotel.
These unexpected demonstrations drew tears from Decatur’s
ayes; But the most delicate compliment he received was
from the ship-carpenters of New York, who volunteered six-
teen hundred days’ work, towards constructing him a frigate
lo take the place of the President.

. Before Decatur returned from Bermuda, peace had been
proclaimed ; but the government soon found occasion for his
services. Though the regulations of the service required
that every captain who lost a ship should be made the sub-
jeot of a court of inquiry, and though this court had not yet
been held on Decatur, the department tendered him, with
the highest expressions of esteem, the command of a squad-
ron destined to proceed to the Mediterranean, for the purpose
of punishing the Dey of Algiers, who, during the war with
England, had begun hostilities against the United States.
Before he was ready to sail, the court of inquiry met. The
verdict of this body, as had been expected, not only exone-
rated Decatur from censure, but bore testimony to his ability
and courage, as well as to the gallantry of the crew. The
iquadron destined for the Mediterranean sailed from New
York on the 20th of May, 1815, and consisted of the frigates
Suerriere, Macedonian, and Constellation, the sloop Ontario,
four brigs, and two schooners, the Guerriere being the flag-
ship. As a second squadron, to be commanded by Bain-
bridge, was expected to follow, Decatur, with a natural emu-
lation, was anxious to force the Algerines into a peace before
its arrival, and fortune, as if to make amends for his late dis-
aster, seconded his wish. On the 15th of June he arrived at
Gibraltar. Two days after he fell in with an Algerine
frigate, conmanded by the Admiral Rais Hammida, who,
after an heroic resistance, in which he received a mortal wound,
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with a squadron containing no Jess than two frigates cap-
tured from the English, a general dismay seized the Turks.
The recollection of his exploits, ten years before, was also
called to mind. The Dey of Tunis, when he heard Decatur’s
name, yielded, exclaiming, “I know that admiral!” The
Bashaw of Tripoli, equally alarmed at his visitor’s character,
submitted almost without a demur to what was demanded
of him. In short, by the 9th of August, Decatur had com-
pleted all his arrangements with the Barbary powers, and
departed for Syracuse, carrying with him several Sicilian cap-
tives whom he had rescued, by a chivalrous impulse, from
bondage. He subsequently visited Messina and Naples,
where the fame of his late exploits having preceded him, he
was received by the king with much ostentation, and every-
where attended by the plaudits of the people. Soon after,
hearing of the arrival of Bainbridge in the Mediterranean, he
joined that officer at Gibraltar. On the 7th of October,
having resigned the remainder of his squadron into the hands
of ‘his superior, he sailed for America in the Guerriere, ac-
companied by the brig Enterprise; and on the 12th of No-
vember anchored at New York, having been absent from
that port less than six months. Yet, jn that short period,
how brilliant the career he had run! :
This was Decatur’s last command at sea. A vacancy oc-
curring in the Board of Navy Commissioners about the period
of his return from Algiers, the Secretary of the Navy offered
him the post, which he accepted. Early in January, 1816,
he arrived at Washington, his progress thither, through the
various cities, having witnessed a succession of triumphal
processions. At Norfolk, in the succeeding April, at a pub-
lic entertainment, he gave his memorable toast:—*“Qur
country, may she always be right; but our country, right or
wrong.” In September, 1817, he received a substantial testi-
monial of the esteem of his countrymen, by the presentation,
on the part of the citizens of Baltimore, of a complete dinner
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ment in order to wipe off the stain on his name, he contented
himself with writing a letter to the Secretary of the Navy,
in which he tendered his services to his country. This epis-
fle was not answered, and Barron remained abroad. At last,
his friends urging on him the propriety of his return, he be-
gan seriously to make preparations for the purpose. The
want of funds, however, prevented his executing his design,
until the war had been terminated. He then appeared in
the United States, and sought to be reinstated in his old rank.
Decatur, who had viewed his conduct in the affair of the
Chesapeake with particular dissatisfaction, now freely ex-
pressed his opinion that it would be unjust to Barron’s
juniors to reinstate him in the navy. There can be no
doubt that Decatur, who sincerely entertained these opinions,
had a right to express them; but it would have been more
generous to have maintained silence, especially when the
sentiments of the speaker carried such weight. This error
on Decatur’s side, if it was one, arose from his high and
daring nature, which could not brook even the semblance of
cowardice. It would have been more prudent and equally
honourable for Decatur to have asked for a court of inquiry
on Barron, and thus decided this unpleasant question. Many
things, which popular opinion asserted of Barron, would then
have been found to be untrue; and Decatur, in that event,
would have been the first to acknowledge his mistake. Such
a court was held after Decatur’s death, and Barron’s conduct
found not to be as censurable as supposed, although still so
much so as to induce a verdict unfavourable to his claims.
Wearied by long years of suffering, which he considered
more than an expiation for his fault, Barron had hoped that
his application would meet with no objections, at least on
the part of his brother officers. Finding Decatur so promi- -
nent in opposing his reinstatement, he naturally concluded
that the difficulties arose from that officer. Pretended friends
were not wanting to repeat to Barron exaggerated statements
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vantage; and, as Barron was short-sighted, the distance was
fixed at eight paces. Commodore Bainbridge officiated as
Decatur’s second, while Commodore Elliot appeared in behalf
of Barron. When the parties had taken their places, and just
before the word was given, Barron remarked to his antago-
nist, “I hope, on meeting in another world, we will be better
friends.” Decatur merely replied, “I have never been your
enemy, sir!” There must have been something in the tone
in which these words were exchanged, at variance with their
smicable character, else those present were unpardonable in
not taking advantage of them to adjust the difficulty. But
perhaps it was thought necessary, since the quarrel had pro-
ceeded so far, that shots should be exchanged. Fatal mis-
take! Bainbridge accordingly proceeded to give the word,
which, though generally afflicted with stuttering, he did
elearly and distinctly under the excitement. The combat-
ants were to fire between the words “one” and ¢ three.”
At the word “two,” both pistols went off simultaneously.
The ball of Decatur penetrated his adversary’s thigh, where,
before the meeting, he had signified his determination to hit
Barron. The ball of the latter struck Decatur in the abdo-
men. Both antagonists fell nearly at the same instant.
Decatur’s first words were, “ I am mortally wounded, at least
I believe so, and wish I had fallen in defence of my country.”
Barron thought himself dying also, and remarked that he
“%forgave his enemy from the bottom of his heart.” This
impression proved a mistaken one; he survived his wound
for many years; but his antagonist, less fortunate, died the
same evening, in excruciating agony.

The death of Decatur filled the nation with mourning. In
consequence of the manner in which he had fallen, Congress
could not officially attend his obsequies, but both Houses
evaded this, and adjourned, in order that the members might
follow him to his grave. A vast concourse of strangers, and

20
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THE OORPSE OF DECATUR BORNE TEROUGH PHILADELPHIA.

knit. His face, without being strikingly handsome, was full
of character, and remarkable for an eye so dark and keen,
that, in moments of excitement, it seemed actually to blaze.
The erectness of his figure and the towering appearance of
his head gave him a spirited and noble air, and, combined
with his easy movements, rendered him alike stately and
graceful. ‘His hair and beard were black and curling; his
nose slightly aquiline; and his mouth small. The general
aspect of his countenance was mild and pleasing; but in the
heat of action, terrible. '

In 1846 the remains of Decatur, in compliance with his
own wish, and at the additiomal request of the vestry of St.
Peter’s church, were disinterred, and conveyed to Philadel-
phia. They landed at the navy yard, where they were re-
ceived by detachments of the military, and subsequently
conveyed in solemn procession to their final resting-place.
The muffled sound of bells, the melancholy boom of minute-












JOHN TEMPLAR SHUBRICK.

Bor~ of a family honourably distinguished in the revolu-
tionary annals of South Carolina, and the elder of four bro-
thers, all of whom served their country with. distinction in
the navy, John Templar Shubrick deserves to be remem-
bered, as well in consequence of his name as on account of
his valuable services and untimely death.

Shubrick was the son of Colonel Thomas Shubrick, who
served with Greene in the South, and was present, in the
capacity of aid to the American commander, at the battle of
Eutaw. The future hero was born on Bull's Island, South
Carolina, on the 12th of September, 1788. It was the in-
tention of his parents, to educate him for the bar; and, to
that end, in his sixteenth year, he was placed in the office
of his kinsman, Colonel Drayton, of Charleston. His incli-
nations, however, were in favour of the naval service, and,
after having studied law for two years, he prevailed on his
father to gratify his wishes. Accordingly Colonel Shubrick
applied to the department for a midshipman’s- warrant in

. 207






JOHN TEMPLAR SHUBRICK. 209

Viper, a small vessel attached to the squadron. He con-
tinued in her until 1811, when he was transferred to the
Siren sixteen; and in this brig he soon rose to be acting
first lieutenant.

Early in 1812, Shubrick received a commission from the
department as lieutenant, and was immediately ordered to
join the Constitution, Captain Hull, then lying in the Poto-
mac. War was declared soon after. The Constitution
sailed on her memorable cruise on the 12th of July, Shubrick
being her fifth lieutenant. In her endeavours to escape
from the English squadron, he bore his full share of the
labour, and when relieved, he threw himself on the deck,
without undressing, to catch a short repose before renewing
his exertions. In the action with the Guerriere, Shubrick
commanded the quarter-deck guns, and was in the midst of
the active scene that occurred in that portion of that ship,
when the American frigate got a sternboard and came foul
of her antagonist. He escaped without a wound, though so
much exposed.

When Hull gave up the Constitution, and Bainbridge
assumed her command, Shubrick remained in the ship, and
thus had the good fortune to participate also in the capture
of the Java. In this action he was stationed on the gun-
deck, and again escaped without a wound. He had now
been engaged in every principal naval event which was then
known to have occurred since the war with Tripoli. He
had been in the Chesapeake when the Leopard captured her;
in the celebrated chase of the Constitution; and in the two
victories of the latter over British frigates. His good for-
tune began to be proverbial. It was said that his luck would
give any ship, on board of which he might happen to serve,
a chance of a fight. Accordingly, when Lieutenant Ballard
of the Hornet expressed a wish to exchange into the Consti-
tution, in the hope that she might meet a third British

.frigate, Captain Lawrence of the former ship used all his
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now returning on leave to their young brides. Lieutenant
Yarnall, who had been Perry’s first, in the bloody conflict of
Lake Erie, was also ane of the company. Shubrick himself
was going home to a young wife, whom he had married
towards the close of the war with Great Britain. The last
that was ever known of these gallant spirits was when they
pessed Gibraltar on the 10th of July, 1815. The Epervier
was never seen after that day, foundering in a hurricane, it
id supposed, which swept the Atlantic soon after.

* Thus perished, full of glory, John Templar Shubrick.






WILLIAX O. BAINERIDGE.







WILLIAM O. BAINBRIDGE. 806

standing, who, at the period of the future commodore’s birth,
May the 7th, 1774, resided in the town of Princeton, New
Jersey. Soon after this event, the father removed to the
city of New York, where the education of the child was
intrusted to its maternal grandfather, a Mr. Taylor, a person
of large estate, residing in Monmouth county, New Jersey.
Young Bainbridge, as he grew up, displayed a taste for the
sea, like most others subsequently distinguished in the Ameri-
can navy. Of a bold and adventurous disposition, he could
not content himself on land, and showed the most invincible
repugnance for the professional pursuits for which it was at
first intended to educate him. His athletic and manly frame
peculiarly fitted him for the avocation of a sailor; and, in
the end, his importunities prevailed over the well-meant but
mistaken wishes of his friends. It is unfortunately a too
common error of parents to force a son into a pursuit displeas-
ing to him. Rarely, in such cases, does the youth fulfil his
destiny, but toils on, an unwilling slave, to the close of his
days. For every man Nature has provided some peculiar
walk, in which he will labour with pleasure, if not with dis-
tinction; and if the inclinations of the young were more
generally consulted, their appropriate avocations would more
universally fall to their lot.

Bainbridge was but fifteen when he obtained the consent
of his friends to choose the sea as his profession. After two
preliminary voyages, in which he learned the rudiments of
his pursuit, the influence of his friends, combined with his
own merits, obtained for him the rank of a chief mate. He
was now eighteen. The ship sailed for Holland, and during
the voyage, Bainbridge, by his own personal intrepidity,
recovered her from the hands of mutineers. In reward for
his conduct on this occasion, the owners, on her next voyage,
gave him the command of their vessel. He now rose rapidly.
He soon found himself master of the Hope, a fine ship, carry-
ing four nines, most merchantmen of that day being armed.
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became known, met the applause of the entire country. Had
there been more such men in our mercantile marine at that
period, the aggressions of England would have been stopped,
of & war brought on between her and the United States; in
either which case, the degrading system of impressing Ame-
rican-born seamen into her men-of-war would have been
checked fifteen years sooner than it was.

When hostilities began with France in 1798, and Congress
determined to found a national marine, it became necessary
to seek for the officers in the merchant service, there being
then no other source from which to draw them; for even
those who had served in the war of independence had since
been compelled to earn their livelihood as masters of trading
vessels. The courage which Bainbridge had shown in the
bwo affairs we have narrated had won for him such a repu-
lation, that, when he applied for & commission, his request
was almost immediately granted. A French privateer,
mounting fourteen guns, having been just captured by the
slder Decatur, was now equipped for a cruiser, under the
Agnificant name of the Retaliation; and to this vessel Bain-
bridge was appointed, with the rank of lieutenant-command-
ant, a grade long since abolished. But the career of the
young officer in this ship was short. On his very first voy-
age in her he was captured, the first American officer to suffer
this indignity, as the Retaliation was the first national vessel
to strike her colours to a foe. The circumstances, however,
were such as to exonerate Bainbridge from all censure.

The Retaliation had sailed for the West Indies in Septem-
ber, 1798. In the following November, while cruising off
Guadaloupe, in company with the Montezuma sloop-of-war,
Captain Murray, and the brig Norfolk, three sail were made
in the eastern seaboard,"and immediately after two more in
the western. The Montezuma and her consort gave chase to
the latter, Captain Murray ordering Bainbridge to pursue the
former. The American vessels promptly parted, on opposite
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the French man-of-war away in a fruitless chase of himself,
until night, when he gave his pursuer the slip. The next
day the brig overtook and collected her convoy, which she
conducted to port without further interruption. It was
August, 1799, when the Norfolk, having executed this duty,
cast anchor in the port of New York. '

On his return to the West Indies, Bainbridge was placed
under the orders of Captain Christopher R. Perry, the father
of the hero of Lake Erie. He continued cruising in the
tropics for several months, though with but little success.
Towards the close of the year he received an order from the
Navy Department to go off the neutral port of Havana, in
order to protect our own trade, and annoy that of the French.
Here he found himself the senior officer of a little squadron,
composed of his own ship, and the Warren eighteen, and the -
Pinckney eighteen. In March, 1800, his cruise being up,
he returned to Philadelphia, anchoring there early in April.
The next month he was raised to the rank of captain, chiefly,
it is said, in requital for his services off Havana. Thus,
_before he had quite reached the age of twenty-six, and when
he had scarcely been two years in the navy, he attained its
highest grade ; and, with it, had won the reputation of being
one of the most skilful, energetic, and patriotic officers belong-
ing to the infant service.

The United States had not, at this period, repudiated the
disgraceful practice of paying tribute to the Barbary powers;
and the George Washington, twenty-eight, was now fitting out
for Algiers, laden with stores for the dey of that town, pre-
sented to him by our government. To this ship Bainbridge
was appointed. It was September, 1800, before he reached
the port of his destination, having been the first officer in the
service to display our national flag in the Mediterranean.
For the purpose of landing his cargo with facility, Bainbridge
ran into the mole. Scarcely, however, had he removed the
stores from his vessel, when the dey, who had occasion to
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at the compass, to give the Musselmen notice when the
frigate was about to change her course. After much boister-
ous weather, Bainbridge finally reached the narrow passage,
called the Dardanelles, guarded by two grim castles which
frown over that beautiful scene. Apprehensive that if her
flag was known, the George Washington would not be allowed
to pass, in consequence of the known repugnance of the Sultan
to admit strange colours in his waters, the American captain
determined on a stratagem. As he approached the castles,
accordingly, Bainbridge began to clew up his light sails, as if
about to anchor, at the same time firing a salute. The salute
was returned, gun for gun; but under cover of the smoke,
Bainbridge rapidly made sail, shooting out of range of the
castle guns before the deception was discovered. On the
9th of November, the frigate anchored under the walls of
Constantinople, showing, for the first time, the flag of our
country under the walls of that capital. It was a moment
full of reflection to the American captain. There had flaunted
the labarum of Christian Rome; there had waved the pen-
nons of the Crusaders; there the horse-tails of the Ottoman
had flaunted in the wind ; and now, a solitary vessel, from a
continent but lately discovered, bore to this storied town the
flag of a nation born but yesterday, yet destined in time
" to be greater than Turk, or Frank, or even Roman.

A new difficulty now arose. The Turkish authorities had
never heard of the new republic across the Atlantic, and
when Bainbridge reported his vessel, an answer was returned
that the Porte knew no such power as the United States of
America. By a happy thought, Bainbridge explained that
his ship came from the New World discovered by Columbus.
This statement proved satisfactory. The American officers
were allowed to land, were well received, and, in a little
while, became great favourites. The capudan pasha, espe-
cially, took a strong fancy to Bainbridge. This high officer
had married a sister of the reigning sultan, and his friendship
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barbarian, however, annexed a condition, which he believed
would render the concession nugatory ; he ordered the French
to leave within forty-eight hours. In this emergency, no
other resource being at hand, Bainbridge discharged his bal-
last, took in other, and sailed, carrying off the unfortunates
within the required time. The humanity of this act was
the more remarkable, because, at that period, the United
States and France were at war. Napoleon, who had just
before been chosen first consul, returned his personal thanks
to Bainbridge, and, at a later day, when the American officer
was a captive, used his powerful intercession in behalf of
the prisoner. The French were landed at Alicant, a neutral
eountry, aftet which the George Washington spread her can-
vas for home.

- The conduct of Bainbridge was approved, in every respect,
by his government. During his absence a law had passed
for the reduction of the navy, the number of captains being
cut down from twenty-eight to eleven; but though Bain-
bridge had been the twenty-seventh on the old list, he found
himself retained on the new. This testimony to the estima-
tion in which he was held by the department, was the more
flattering from the mortifications he had just undergone. A
farther compliment was now paid him, in an order to take
eommand of the Essex thirty-two, and join the squadron
destined for the Mediterranean, under Commodore Dale. On
this duty, Bainbridge was absent about a year. During his
cruise, the Essex was deemed a model-ship as to efficiency
end discipline, and extorted praise wherever she appeared.
Wanting material repairs, she returned to the United States
in the summer of 1802, and was laid up at Norfolk. From
this time until July, 1803, Bainbridge was occupied, under
the orders of government, in superintending the construction
of the Siren and Vixen, two armed schooners, which subse-
quently distinguished themselves in the Tripolitan war. At
the end of that period, however, he was directed to take com-
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Vixen had sailed, the frigate was led in among some sunken
reefs, not described properly in the charts, where she struck.
Every effort by the captain, officers, and crew to force the
Philadelphia off, persisted in many hours, failed. Night be-
gan finally to fall. The Tripolitan gun-boats, perceiving
from the situation of the frigate, that she could not use her
armament if they approached her cautiously, made sail, and
running down to within a convenient distance, hovered there,
maintaining a deadly and incessant fire on the devoted ship.
At last, after having exhausted every resource, the Ame-
ricans surrendered, with tears of shame and despair. In this
disgraceful hour the presence of the Vixen might have saved
the frigate and her crew. Thus, for the second time, did
Bainbridge become a prisoner. The Philadelphia, moreover,
was the first American frigate captured by an enemy, as the
Retaliation had been the first national vessel of any rate
taken by a foe. It seemed, indeed, as if ill fortune had
marked Bainbridge for its own.

It was ten oclock at night when the prisoners were
landed, but late as it was, the Bashaw waited, in full divan,
to receive the Americans. The officers, twenty-one in num-
ber, exclusive of Bainbridge, were established in what had
lately been the consular residence, under the supervision of
Sidi Mohammed D’Gheis, one of the chief functionaries of
the regency. The crew, amounting to about three hundred
souls, received less favour. Bainbridge, though conscious
of no intentional error, could not but feel depressed, and
was, therefore, much gratified when, on the following day,
he received a letter, signed by all his officers, stating that
the soundings as well as the charts had justified carrying
the Philadelphia so close in-shore. In the first moments of
the capture, when the excited Tripolitans were pouring into

.the frigate, the persons of neither officers nor sailars had
been respected, and even Bainbridge had to resist by force
an attempt to deprive him of the miniature of his wife: but,
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irksome, and it was now rendered peculiarly so, by the un-
certainty that attended the war. The temper of the bashaw
had to be considered also, for at any moment, in a fit of rage,
produced by defeat or other causes, he might order his
prisoners to death. Hence, the unfortunate Americans felt
oontinually that the sword of Damocles hung suspended over
them. :

Meantime, the Tripolitans, favoured by the mild weather,
addressed all their energies to preserving the frigate. They
surrounded her with gun-boats, and carried out anchors, and
by these means finally hove her off the reef into deep water.
The guns, anchors, and other portions of her equipments,
which Bainbridge had cast overboard to lighten her, were
easily recovered, having fallen into the shallow water cover-
ing the rocks. In the course of a few days the frigate was
conducted triumphantly into the harbour, amid the barbarian
music of her captors, and the salutes of the batteries. She
was anchored, for protection, close under the guns of the
fortifications; her injuries were partially repaired; and a
force, it was thought, competent to guard her, placed on
board. Whenever Bainbridge, or any of his companions
looked seaward, their eyes were greeted with her dark and
shapely hull, no longer, however, displaying the American
ensign, but disgraced by the Tripolitan flag. Often, it is
said, in the solitude of his cell, her late commander brooded
over the possibility of her being destroyed, by a bold incur-
sion from the fleet of Preble; and there is some authority
for supposing that he suggested to the commodore the feasi-
bility of the plan. At last, on the 15th of February, 1804,
pearly four months after her capture, the prisoners were
swoke, about nndnlght by loud reverberations of cannon,
which shook the walls and echoed sullenly among the sur-
rounding hills. Soon a bright light danced athwart the
windows, loud cries were heard, and the firing of cannon
increased. The glad news now spread that the commeo-
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assaults. And now, for many weary months, the prisoners
were left apparently deserted.

At last, when autumn had faded into winter, and winter
given way to spring, more than eighteen months after the
loss of the Philadelphia, the consul-general for Barbary ap-
peared off the coast to negotiate on the part of America for
the release of the captives. The Spanish consul, as agent
for the bashaw, was directed to confer with him on board
the Constitution. The negotiation threatening to end in
nothmg, Sidi Mohammed D’'Gheis, to facilitate affairs, pro-
posed that Bainbridge should be allowed to visit the frigate,
when, by his personal endeavours, a suitable peace might
perhaps be arranged. The bashaw at first rejected the pro-
posal, insisting that the prisoner, once free, would never
return. But the minister of state, who knew the influence
of honour among Christian nations, offering his own son as a
hostage for Bainbridge, Jussuf Caramelli finally consented.
On the 1st of June, 1805, Bainbridge went out to the Con- -
stitution, but, after spending the entire day on board the
frigate, returned at nightfall dispirited and with little hope
of a treaty. The next day, however, the Danish consul, in
conjunction with the American agent, agreed upon the basis
of a treaty.

On the third day, a council was assembled by the bashaw,
and the terms of this pacification laid before it. Bainbridge
was invited to be present, an honour never before conferred
on a prisoner in similar circumstances. The proceedings
were conducted in French. Jussuf Caramelli, after propos-
ing to his divan the question of peace. or war, found his
advisers equally divided. “How shall I act?” said the
bashaw, “four of you are for peace.” Sidi Mohammed rose
and addressed him: “ You are our prince and master,” he
said, “ you have not called us here to dictate to you, but to
hear our opinions. It remains now for you to act as you
please ; but let me entreat you, for your own interest, and



- e e pves AarwaMLIURL a uaP!

phia. The court met at Syracuse in J
was an honourable acquittal. In the fol
officers and crew of the unfortunate f



WILLIAM O. BAINBRIDGE. 321

line near him, and, by great exertions, drew himself to the
surface with its aid, when he was picked up by the boat,
much exhausted. His mulatto servant, Will, had cast over-
board the deep sea-line, and was thus the means of saving a
life to which our flag subsequently owed one of its most
brilliant victories.

The hostile attitude of England, in 1808, rendering a war
probable, Bainbridge left the merchant service, and applied
for employment from the government. He was ordered to
Portland, where he remained about nine months. In Decem-
ber, 1808, he was transferred to the President forty-four,
then considered the finest ship in the navy. On board of
her he now hoisted his first broad pennant, having the com-
mand of the southern division of our coast; Commodore
Rodgers commanding at the north. Meantime the prospect
of a war blew over. Bainbridge, however, continued in the
President, employed on coast duty, until May, 1810, when,
his term of service being up, he again sought employment in
the mercantile marine. On this occasion he went into the
Baltic. A Danish cruiser here captured him, and sent him
to Copenhagen. Again he had recourse to his old friend, Mr.
Nissen, now residing in the capital of Denmark. Through
the exertions of this officer, Bainbridge procured the release
of his ship. It was a singular coincidence that, at the very
moment Mr. Nissen heard of Bainbridge’s arrival, he was
engaged in unpacking a silver urn, which had been presented
to him by the officers of the Philadelphia, in return for his
kindness at Tripoli.

While at St. Petersburg, in the subsequent year, Bainbridge
heard of the rencontre between the President and Little Belt,
when he immediately left his ship in command of the mate,
and undertook a land journey to the nearest Atlantic sea-
port, intending to sail thence to America. Driven over a
precipice thirty feet deep, by the carelessness of his coach-
man, and much bruised, he nevertheless prosecuted his way
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ocumstances, was prevented joining the squadron. The other
vessels reached St. Salvador on the 13th of December. The
Hornet finding the Bonne Citoyenne, a British cruiser of equal
force, in the harbour, challenged her; but she declined,
alleging the presence of the Constitution. Bainbridge, on
this, stood out to sea, and was absent four days; but, on his
return, finding that the Bonne Citoyenne had refused a com-
bat, he left the Hornet to blockade her, and continued his
cruise alone. His crew was essentially the same as that
which took the Guerriere. The men shared in their com-
mander’s anxious wish to meet the enemy; and, at last, on
the 26th of December, 1812, fortune granted their wish. On
that day, in latitude 13° 6’ S., and longitude 31° W., two
strange sail were seen, one of which, boldly steering for the
Constitution, Bainbridge felt confident that he had an
enemy’s frigate before him.

The Constitution now stood to the southward to draw the
enemy off the land. At a quarter-past twelve, the stranger
showed English colours, which, however, she withdrew
directly after. The American frigate now hauled up her
.mainsail, took in her royals, and tacked toward the foe.
-About two, P. M., the Englishman being half a mile to wind-
ward of the Constitution, and having nothing flying but his
jack, Bainbridge ordered a shot to be fired at him, to induce
him to set his ensign. The order was misunderstood by the
divisions, and a broadside was given. The enemy imme-
distely hoisted English colours again, returned the fire, and
manceuvred so as to rake the Constitution. The British
ship, being very strongly manned, was actively handled, and,
sailing better than the American frigate, would have suc-
oeeded in her design of raking, if the latter had not been
managed with unusual seamanship. The action was, in fact,
& series of evolutions, and terminated several miles to lee-
ward of the spot where it began. To add to the disadvan-
tages under which the Constitution laboured, her wheel was
22






WILLIAM O. BAINBRIDGE. 826

: The prize proved to be the Java, Captain Lambert. She
‘was an old French frigate, rated as a thirty-eight, but carry-
ing forty-nine guns. Still the weight of metal was in favour
of the Constitution. The British frigate, however, as we
have seen, was the fastest ship, and had an unusual comple-
ment of men, mustering not less than four hundred at
quarters, just one-third more than ordinarily found in
frigates of her size. Her loss is variously stated. The
English represent it at twenty-two killed and one hundred
and two wounded. Bainbridge computed it at sixty killed
and one hundred and two wounded. Among the prisoners
was Lieutenant-general Hislop and staff, the former of whom
was going to Bombay as governor. Captain Lambert re-
ceived a mortal wound, of which he died a few days after.
The loss of the Constitution was nine men killed and twenty-
five wounded. Her rigging was much cut up, and some of
her spars were injured, but none of her damages were of &
very serious character. Bainbridge, thinking it useless to
attempt carrying his prize to the United States in her bat-
tered condition, destroyed her; and then made for St. Salva-
dor, where he landed his prisoners. Here an interesting
interview took place on the quarter-deck of the Constitution,
between Bainbridge and Lambert, in order that the former
might restore the dying man his sword. The British captain
was in his cot, and Bainbridge approached, supported by two
of his officers. Lambert died two days after. Indeed, the
entire demeanor of the Americans to their captives was
marked by the utmost generosity. Bainbridge even refused
to appropriate property which, though claimed as private,
was usually considered forfeited to the victors, an example
which the British, on subsequent occasions, when the for-
tune of war went in their favour, declined to imitate.

The Constitution reached Boston on the 27th of February,

1813, baving, within eight months, captured two frigates
from the enemy. Bainbridge was received with acclama-
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Boston, his pennant flying on board the Independenee, now
converted into a guard-ship. In the latter year he was or-
dered to sail again for the Mediterranean, at the head of a
squadron. He hoisted his pennant on board the Columbus,
8 new ship, of eighty guns; but did not sail until April,
1820. He continued abroad about a year, visiting different
ports, the object of the cruise being principally to exhibit
the squadron, in order to impress on the different powers of
that important sea a proper idea of the efficiency of our
marine. Bainbridge was very desirous to proceed to Con-
stantinople, where he had been twenty years before on a less
pleasant duty, but a firman could not be obtained to pass the
castles with so large a ship as the Columbus. In 1821, the
commodore was relieved, and came home, never to return to
active service afloat again.

For some time Bainbridge was in command at Cha.rlestown,
a favourite station with him. He subsequently acted as the
head of the Board of Navy Commissioners; and afterwards
received the appointment to the navy yard at Philadelphia, in
which city his family now took up their residence. An un-
pleasant collision, in 1831, with the Secretary of the Navy,
forced him from his command ; but, in the following year, he
was tendered, and accepted the post at Charlestown. He did
not, however, long remain at that place. Disease had, for
some years, made him its victim, and, every remedy failing,
he now gave up the struggle, and returned to his home in
Philadelphia, to die. '

His disorder was pneumonia, connected with great irrita-
tion of the bowels and a wasting diarrhcea. His sufferings
were extreme, and had, for some time, driven him to the
use of narcotics, which deranged his nerves, and appeared
to have changed entirely his character. In his better mo-
ments, however, he was the same warm-hearted, chivalrous
gentleman he had ever been. He resigned himself to his
fate, and awaited the hour of his release. At last, on the












' STZAN-SKIP OF WAR.

ISAAC CHAUNCEY.

CmcumsTaNcES did not allow Chauncey to play so promi-
nent a part in our naval history as others more favoured by
fortune ; but he possessed most of the elements of success,
and if opportunity had been afforded him, would have bril-
liantly distinguished himself. As acting captain of the Con-
stitution, during the time she was employed, under Preble,
before Tripoli, and as commander of the squadron on Lake
Ontario, during the war of 1812, he will be remembered
with gratitude by his countrymen. '

Chauncey was born at Black Rock, Fairfield county, Con-
necticut, of parents who had descended from some of the
earliest settlers of New England. His father was a farmer,
and of comparative wealth. Young Chauncey, however, had

little taste for the quiet, though ennobling pursuits of agri-
831






ISAAC CHAUNOCEY. 333

port, his little fleet carrying forty guns, and four hundred
and forty men. On the 8th, he fell in with the Royal George
of twenty-six guns, which vessel he chased into the port of
Kingston. He now obtained the entire command of the lake.

Sir James Yeo, obeying the instructions of the British min-
istry, perseveringly declined a combat; the English govern-
ment arguing that, if Yeo triumphed, the only benefit of the
victory would be the destruction of Chauncey’s fleet, while,
if Chauncey was the conqueror, Canada would be laid open,
defenceless, to invasion. The American commander, in ad-
dition, exerted himself to increase his force on the lake, and
soon completed a sloop-of-war and a frigate, the first in
twenty-eight, the last in forty-four days.

- During the war, Chauncey was of the greatest service to
the army, in conducting its operations against Canada.
Though frequently rendered incapable of active exertion by
gickness, his eagerness to engage the enemy suffered no di-
minution, and he lost no opportunity to endeavour either to
entrap or to force Sir James Yeo into a battle. How little
success attended these efforts, and what were the causes of
his failure, will be best seen from his official correspondence.
‘Writing on board the General Pike, off Duck Island, on the
18th of September, 1813, he says:—“On the 7th, at day-
light, the enemy’s fleet was discovered close in with Niagara
river, wind from the southward. Made the signal, and
weighed with the fleet (prepared for action) and stood out
of the river after him; he immediately made all sail to the
northbward. We made sail in chase with our heavy schooners
in tow, and have continued the chase all round the lake,
night and day, until yesterday morning, when she succeeded
in getting into Amherst Bay, which is so little known to our
pilots, and said to be full of shoals, that they are not willing
to take me in there. I shall, however, (unless driven from
my station by a gale of wind,) endeavour to watch him so
close as to prevent his getting out upon the lake.
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and abeam of us, I bore up in succession (preserving our line)
for the enemy’s centre. This manceuvre not only covered
our rear, but hove him into confusion; he immediately bore
away; we had, however, closed so near as to bring our guns
to bear with effect, and in twenty minutes the main and
mizzen-top-mast and main-yard of the Wolfe were shot away.
He immediately put before the wind, and set all sail upon
his fore-mast. I made the signal for the fleet to make all
sail; the enemy, however, keeping dead before the wind,
was able to outsail most of our squadron. I continued the
chase until near three o'clock, during which time I was en-
abled in this ship (the General Pike) with the Asp in tow,
to keep within point-blank shot of the enemy, and sustained
the whole of his fire during the chase.

“ At fifteen minutes before three o'clock, A. u., I very re-
luctantly relinquished the pursuit of a beaten enemy. The
reasons that led to this determination were such as I flatter
myself you will approve. The loss sustained by this ship
was considerable, owing to her being so long exposed to the
fire of the whole of the enemy’s fleet; but our most serious
Joes was occasioned by the bursting of one of our guns, which
killed and wounded twenty-two men, and tore up the top-
gallant forecastle, which rendered the gun upon that deck
useless. We had four other guns cracked.in the miuzzle,
which rendered their use extremely doubtful. Our main-top-
gallant mast was shot away in the early part of the action,
and the bowsprit, fore and main-mast wounded, rigging and
sails much cut up, and & number of shot in our hull, several
of which were between wind and water, and twenty-seven
men killed and wounded, including those by the bursting of
the gun. We have repaired nearly all our damages, and are
ready to meet the enemy. During our chase, one, if not two,
of the enemy’s small vessels were completely in our power,
if I could have been satisfied with so partial a victory, but I
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and honourably fulfilled. It is worthy of record that the
treaty, then entered into, continued, without infringement,
until the conquest of Algiers by the French in 1830. Having
executed this duty, the commodore carried his squadron into
the various ports of the Mediterranean. His fleet consisted
of one seventy-four, three frigates, three sloops-of-war, and
two smaller vessels, an imposing force for our flag at that
period ; and the number of his ships, the high state of his
discipline, and his own personal qualities produced the most
favourable impression, wherever he went. He returned to
the United States in 1818.

In 1820, Chauncey was appointed a Navy Commissioner.
He held this office until 1824, when he was offered his old
station, the New York navy yard. In 1833 he returned to
the Board of Navy Commissioners, and remained a member
of that body until his death, which occurred on the 27th of
January, 1840. At the period of his decease he was Presi-
dent of the Board. '

Chauncey was laborious and skilful in public business;
exemplary, dignified, and conciliatory in private life. At the
time he received his appointment on Lake Ontario in 1812,
it was generally admitted that a better selection could not
have been made; and the fact that he was retained in his
post until the close of the war, though the commanders in
the land service were frequently changed, is a proof of the
high estimation in which his services were held.
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" father still cherishing the desire of seeing him a lawyer, he
continued his studies. He passed through the academy of
his native place with credit, and subsequently read law two
years with an elder brother. The death of his father, at this
period, changed his whole life. The brother, perceiving the
strong inclination of young Lawrence for the sea, applied to
the Navy Department for a commission; and, on the 14th
of September, 1798, the future hero was appointed a mid-
shipman in the then infant service of the United States.

His first voyage was to the West Indies, in the Ganges
twenty-four. After having sailed, in different vessels, for
upwards of two years, he received, in 1800, an appointment
as acting lieutenant on board the Adams twenty-eight; but,
the following year the navy being reduced, his appointment
was not confirmed. When the war with Tripoli, however,
began, he was restored to his old rank ; and, in 1803, sailed
to the Mediterranean, in the Enterprise, as her first lieu-
tenant. While thus abroad, he partook in most of the glories_
of that celebrated struggle. He was one of the little band
which, under Decatur’s orders, assisted to burn the Philadel-
phia. He commanded the Enterprise during the memora-
ble bombardment of the town, covering the attacking gun-
boats in & manner that won the thanks of Preble. He
afterwards served as first lieutenant in the John Adams
twenty-eight, returning to the United States with the com-
modore in 1805.

He was not suffered, however, to remain long at home.
The government had just finished a number of gun-boats,
which they were anxious to send out to the Mediterranean,
and to one of these Lawrence was now appointed, with orders
to sail immediately. Originally intended for harbour service,
or at most to serve on the Atlantic coast, these slightly built
craft, overloaded each with an enormous gun, were but illy
calculated to brave the perils of a long, and perhaps tem-
pestuous voyage; and it was the general opinion among
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bound Jamaica fleet; but though the squadron completely
swept the track of the convoy, following it even to the chops
of the British Channel, no traces of the fleet were seen.
After a comparatively unsuccessful cruise, Rodgers arrived
in Boston, on the 31st of August. Here the chagrin of him-
self and officers was increased, by hearing that, the day be- -
fore, the Constitution had arrived with the Guerriere. Per-
sonal feelings, however, soon yielded to patriotic ones, and
BRodgers and his squadron joined in the general exultation.
A circumstance at this time occurred, which exercised
much influence on the standing of Lawrence in the eyes of
his countrymen. The meritorious services of Mr. Morris,
first lieutenant of the Constitution, induced Congress to ele-
vate him to the rank of post-captain, passing the two inter-
thediate grades. In consequence of this proceeding, Law-
rence found himself out-ranked by one who had been his
junior; and knowing that fortune only, not. superior merit,
had won for Morris the elevation, he addressed a letter to
the Secretary of the Navy, remonstrating against the pro-
oeeding, and intimating that, as a result of it, he would be
compelled to leave the navy. His language was mild and
respectful, but firm, yet it displeased the Department; and
& contemptuous reply was returned, hinting that if he chose
to retire, there could still be found heroes and patriots to
support the honour of the flag. The first resolution of Law-
rence was to resign. But, on mature reflection, he deter-
mined to remain, especially as he was about sailing on
another cruise. He therefore wrote to the Secretary, stating
his surprise at the tone of the letter he had received, and
regretting that his former epistle had been considered inde-
oorous; and, in conclusion, he mentioned that, having pre-
pared a memorial to the Senate, he should be governed by
the decision of that body. This manly and discreet conduct,
so little to be expected from one of so impetuous a character,
met with its just reward; for, even before he had returned
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might now have applied to the governor to detain the Con-
stitution for twenty-four hours, and thus ensure a fair en-
gagement with Captain Lawrence; but he did not, and con-
tinued inflexibly to refuse the challenge. Despairing at last
of tempting him out, Commodore Bainbridge sailed from St.
Salvador, leaving Lawrence to continue the blockade. ' This
the latter did, until the 24th of January, 1818, when the ‘ap-
pearance of an English line-of-battle ship, off the port, coms
pelled the adventurous American to leave. At the time,
the whole nation applauded this challenge of Lawrence, and
though there have been writers who have since questioned
its propriety, we think that, on the whole, it had a benefi-
cial effect. . The refusal of a British captain to meet an equal
force was regarded as a tacit admission of inferiority. It
- waa truly said that public opinion in England would not have
allowed any English officer to decline a similar challenge
from & French man-of-war. Coupled with the captures of
the Guerriere, Macedonian, and Java, it gave at once a moral
influence to the navy, which, except in the single instance
of the Chesapeake, where it led to excessive and unwise con-
fidence, produced the most salutary results.

Having been driven from before San Salvador, Lawrence
sailed in the direction of Pernambuco, and, on the 10th of
February, captured an English armed brig, laden with
twenty-five thousand dollars in specie. Cruising in the
neighbourhood of Maranham and Surinam, until the 23d, he
shaped his course, on that day, for Demerara. On the en-
suing morning, when near the mouth of the Demerara river,
he gave chase to a brig, but as'she ran into shallow water,
and he was without a pilot, he finally abandoned the pur-
suit and hauled off. Just at this crisis another brig was
seen, outside of the bar; and as she wore the appearance of
an armed vessel, and had the British ensign set, it was re-
solved to attack her. While beating around the Corobono
bank, which lay between the Hornet and this enemy, another
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crew now concentrated on the hull and decks of the enemy,
‘and soon the English officers stood aghast at the frightful
execution. On their side, the Americans knew, by the
sharp, wild shrieks rising continually from the brig, that
their guns were making terrible havoc among the crew of
the foe. Yet still the British, with that sullen courage for
which, above most nations, they are remarkable, maintained
the desperate conflict. The struggle now deepened in fary
and horror. Soon the enemy fought no longer for victory,
but for life; for the wide wounds in his hull already let in
torrents of water. Meantime the broadsides of the Hornet
were like successive claps of thunder. At last, when the
struggle had continued scarcely fifteen minutes, the enemy
struck his colours, and, at the same moment, hoisted a sig-
nal of distress.

In an instant every sentiment of enmity was forgotten by
the Americans. The British, so lately regarded as foes, were
now looked upon only as suffering fellow-creatures. Lieu-
tenant J. T. Shubrick, hastening to board the prize, which
proved to be the English brig Peacock of eighteen guns, Cap-
tain Peake, found her with six feet of water in the hold, and
in a sinking condition. Her commander, after receiving two
wounds, was dead, and thirty-seven seamen were killed or
wounded. Her mainmast had fallen immediately after she
struck. No time was to be lost, if her remaining crew were
to be saved. The two ships were accordingly anchored, and
-the boats of the Hornet sent to the Peacock’s succour. Not-
withstanding all, however, the brig settled with fearful
rapidity. Her guns were now thrown overboard, and the
shot-holes which could be reached plugged; but every effort
was in vain ; and, perceiving that she was going down, the
Americans collected most of her people in the launch, which
still kept its position on her decks. Unfortunately, however,
several of the English sailors remained below, seeking for
spoil, until the brig gave her last plunge. With difficulty
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mined to return to-the United States, and not prosecute his
cruise for the present. Accordingly he steered for New
York, where she arrived the following month. During the
voyage the captured officers and crew received the kindest
attentions from the Americans. The officers of the Peacock
were 80 affected by this treatment, that, on their landing in
the United States, they published a letter of thanks to-Cap-
tain Lawrence. In a rougher way, the crew of the Hornet
emulated the example set by their superiors, presenting each
of the British seamen, who had lost all, with two shirts, a
Jacket, and a pair of trousers. The appearance of the con-
querors in their native waters was hailed with wild enthu-
siasm. So many naval victories had now been gained over
the British, that the people began to regard our flag as in-
vincible; and the most extravagant expectations were formed
of the prowess of American ships. Alas! even now; defeat
was at hand. .Asif to add poignancy to the disgrace, this
repulse was to occur within sight of the third city of the
Union. And, to cap the climax of disaster, the gallant and
chivalrous hero of the hour was to be at once the cause and
victim of the dishonour.

Lawrence, on his arrival in New York, found himself pro-
moted to be a postcaptain. Soon after he was appointed to
the Constitution, with the temporary direction of affairs at
the Brooklyn navy yard. This post was peculiarly agree-
able to him, since, in consequence of his family, he desired
to remain a while on shore. What was his chagrin, there-
fore, when, on the very next day, he received an order from
the Department, directing him to proceed to Boston, and
gail in the frigate Chesapeake, then ready for sea. This ves-
sel was not only one of the worst in the navy, but was con-
sidered unlucky.; and a crew is always more or less affected
by these considerations. She had been, it was remembered,
fired into by the Leopard without resistance, and disgrace
had clung to her name ever gince. Thus, in conjunction
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one of the finest ships in the royal navy. Her commander
was not unlike Lawrence in disposition; generous, ambi-
tious, chivalrous, and brave, he longed to match himself with
some enemy worthy of his prowess. Aware that most of the
English ships which had been captured owed their defeat to
the bad gunnery of their crews, Captain Broke had drilled
his men, for several weeks, in this important art, and had
brought them to a state of high perfection in it. In every
respect, therefore, the Shannon was more than a match for
the Chesapeake. She was the larger ship; had the most
numerous force ; was well-officered ; possessed a picked crew;
and had been preparing for weeks, solely with an eye to this
battle. The Chesapeake, on the contrary, was a smaller
vessel ; had officers who scarcely knew each other, much
less the men; and, at the very moment of sailing, she wit-
nessed almost a mutiny on the part of her crew.
Nevertheless, Broke did not desire to avail himself of any
unfair advantages. On this very morning, he had written &
letter to Lawrence, which, unfortunately, the latter never
received ; for, if it had come to hand in time, it would have
enabled him to meet the enemy under more equal circum-
stances. “ As the Chesapeake,” wrote Broke, “ appears now
ready for sea, I request you will do me the favour to meet
the Shannon with her, ship to ship, to try the fortune of our
respective flags. To an officer of your character, it requires
some apology for proceeding to further particulars. Be as-
sared, sir, that it is not from any doubt I entertain of your
wishing to close with my proposal, but merely to provide an
hnswer to any objection that might be made—and very
reasonably—upon the chance of our receiving unfair sup-
port.” Broke then stated very minutely the force of the
Shannon, and offered to send all British ships out of reach,
80 that the combat might be a fair one. He even offered to
sail, in company with the Chesapeake, to any given spot on
the New England coast, and there join battle. “I entreat
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ehivalry steered boldly on, determining to lay the Chesapeake
yard-arm and yard-arm with the Shannon.

The excitement of the scene now became intense. As the .
hostile frigates manceuvred, each instant approaching nearer,
their crews became 8o absorbed that they seemed to have
Jost entirely the sense of heafing; though the rushing of the
water under the bows, the noise of the wind in the rigging,
and the mournful sound of the timbers as the frigates groaned,
¥ike living things, in anticipation of the combat, went on un-
ceasingly. At last the foremast of the Chesapeake, as she
ranged up alongeide, came in & line with the Shannon’s
mizzen-mast. The British, unused to this deliberation,
could restrain themselves no longer; but discharged gun
after gun, in succession, from the cabin forward, carrying
death everywhere into the Chesapeake. The American
frigate, however, restrained her fire until all her guns bore,
when she poured in her broadside with terrible effect. The
enemy replied, as quickly as he could; and, for several min-
utes, both ships were wrapped in sheets of fire. It was in-
deed an awful spectacle! Rarely do vessels of war engage
in such close proximity; still more rarely under circum-
stances rendering viotory so desirable. Lawrence especially
felt as if death itself would be preferable to defeat. Thus,
in one continued roar of broadsides, the battle went on.

But man directs, and God overrules. The victory, on that
day, was not to be with the heroic American; and, to add to
his anguish, death was to come imbittered by defeat. Al-
most at the first discharge he was wounded, but the hurt not
being mortal, he remained on deck. His officers, however,
fell around him, like forest leaves beneath a storm of hail.
The master was killed; the marine officer, the boatswain,
and the fourth lieutenant mortally wounded; and the first
heutenant seriously injured. The battle had now raged
sbout eight minutes. No less than three men had fallen at
the helm in succession. The fire of the Chesapeake, how-






JAMES LAWRENCE. 866

self, while he told the sargeon to hasten on deck and order
the officers to fight to the last. “Never let the flag be
struck,” he said; it shall wave while I live.”

But, alas! the day was already lost. In the critical mo-
ment we have described, not a lieutenant could be found to
rally the men, the only one left unwounded having followed
his dying commander below. In this emergency the base
spirit of mutiny decided the contest. Foremost among the
disaffected had been the boatswain’s mate, a Portuguese; and
this wretch now removed the gratings of the berth-deck,
ran below, and called on the rest of the crew to follow. “So
much for cheating men of their prize-money,” cried the mis-
creant, and most of his comrades imitating his example, the
few officers on deck, all inferior ones, were left almost alone.
Some brave spirits gallantly remained, and faced the enemy,
but. they were speedily cut down. The British now held
undisputed possession of the decks.

. From the hour of the capture, Lawrence was not known
to speak, except to ask for the wants made necessary by his
- condition. He lingered for four days in the ward-room, his
own cabin being too shattered for use, and his acute physical
anguish preventing his removal to the Shannon. Perhaps
the bodily agony he endured drowned his mental sufferings ;
and if 8o, it was a blessing. At last, on the 6th of June, he
tarned his face away from his attendants, and, in that
pathetic attitude, breathed his last. As soon as the soul had
left the earthly frame, the body was removed from the ward-
room, and laid, wrapped in the American colours, on the
quarter-deck of the Chesapeake.

- When the frigate arrived in Halifax, the enemy, mindful
of the kindness of Lawrence to the crew of the Peacock,
buried the corpse with unusual honours, the pall being sup-
ported by the oldest captains of the royal navy then in port.
A writer, at the time, eloquently remarked: “The naval
officers crowded to yield the last sad honours to a man who
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and we think sadly of his vain exclamation, % Don’t give up
the ship.” We gaze on the sacred remains, lying alone by
night on the quarter-deck, wrapped in the colours for which
he died, and involuntarily the pathetic appeal rises to our
memory, “ Don’t give up the ship.” Other naval heroes have
our acclamations, Lawrence has our tears.

Lawrence was generally a favourite with his men, though
a8 & disciplinarian he was severe, his high and generous
qualities winning their affection, while his strict sense of
justice commanded their respect. He was cool in battle,
and unassuming in viotory. In private life few men were
80 amiable, of such firm principles, or so winning in deport-
ment. His sense of honour was unusually keen; and it led,
a8 we have seen, to his untimely death. As an officer he
strictly and faithfully performed his duty, for, during the
sixteen years he was in the service, he never had a furlough,
except on one occasion, and then only for six weeks.

. Lawrence left a wife and two children, and a third was
born after his death. Thus, every thing connected with his
fate was of & melancholy character. His name, in conse-
quence, has a talismanic power over the bosoms of Ame-
ricans.
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to the Dey of Algiers. In the biography of Bainbridge we
have detailed the events of this cruise at length. Asa mid-
shipman, Allen was distinguished for strict attention to his
duties, a rapid proficiency, and a keen sense of honour. The
_ship returned to the United States in April, 1801 ; but those
not being days when the younger officers were allowed to be
idle, Allen was, within eight days, ordered to the Philadel-
phia thirty-eight, Captain Barron, about to sail for Tripoli.
After an absence of a year, this frigate returned home; but,
four months subsequently, Allen was again ordered to sea,
‘this time in the John Adams twenty-eight, Captain Rodgers.
He remained abroad, on this cruise, until December, 1803.
“When he left his ship, on his return, he had been only three
years and seven months in the navy; yet, during that time,
he had been three times to the Mediterranean, and had
spent the entire period, with the exception of about six
‘months, on active duty.
Early in 1804, Allen was appointed sailing master of the
Congress thirty-eight, Captain Rodgers; and, in July, sailed
in her on a fourth voyage to the Mediterranean. During
the passage out he fell overboard, and narrowly escaped
‘drowning. While the squadron was lying before Tripoli, the
senior officer, Barron, fell ill, and Rodgers, in contemplation
of the possibility of the command devolving on himself,
resolved to reconnoitre the harbour, intending to follow it up
with an attack. Accordingly, taking Allen with him in the
Naautilus, he approached the port. Just outside the entrance,
the daring navigators embarked in a boat, and, with muffled
oars, pulled towards the town. After completing their sound-
ings, they passed so close to some Tripolitan gun-boats, that
they heard their crews conversing; they also distinguished
the talk of the sentinels on the battery. A storm came up
a8 they were leaving the harbour, so that it was with diffi-
oulty they reached the Nautilus, which, having waited for
them as long as was prudent, was about leaving her position
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his country had suffered, and dwelt upon it, for a long time,
in his letters to his friends.

" The next service on which Allen was employed was in
cruising off Block island during the embargo, to capture ves-
pels violating that law. The Chesapeake, to which he con-
tinued attached, had been ordered on this duty in 1808 ; and
he remained engaged in it until February of the following
year. He was now directed to join the United States forty-
four, Commodore Decatur, as first lieutenant. This vessel
was employed, from that period until the declaration of war,
in cruising off the coast. Immediately after hostilities be-
gan, however, Decatur sailed in hopes of finding a foe, and,
on the 25th of October, 1812, met and captured the Macedo-
nian, a British frigate of slightly inferior force. When the
enemy was first seen, Allen went aloft, and having satisfied
himself that she carried the English pennant, descended, and
Jocoeely announced her to his fellow officers as lawful prize.
After she struck, he was the first person to board her. The
gratifying task of conducting her into port was now intrusted
to him. This duty he safely performed, carrying her first to
Newport, and then to New York, at both which places he
was received with enthusiastic applause. Decatur, in his
despatches, particularly recommended Allen to the notice of
government. Rhode Island and Virginia each bestowed on
him a sword.

- His name now stood prominently before the country, and,
fn reward for his bravery, he was made master-command-
ant. In the following year, the command of the Argus six-
teen was intrusted to him, under circumstances the most
flattering. Mr. Barlow, our minister at the court of France,
having died, and Mr. Crawford been appointed his successor,
Allen was selected to conduct the new functionary to his
destination,—a duty which the young officer safely executed,
notwithstanding the vigilance of the English blockading
squadron. Having landed Mr. Crawford at L'Orient, Allen
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sixteen thirty-two pound carronades, four long sixes, and one
twelve-pound carronade, was approaching the scene of Allen’s
triumphs; and, as she was about a fourth larger than the
Argus, her commander, Captain Maples, felt little doubt of
being able to capture the latter vessel, if he could fall in with
her. Chance soon gave him the opportunity for which he
sought. On the night of the 13th of August, the Argus cap-
tured a merchant brig, loaded with wine from Oporto, and
having removed her crew, set fire to her, as usual with such
prizes. The burning ship, illuminating the horizon for miles,
met the eyes of the look-outs on board the Pelican. Captain
Maples, certain that he had his enemy before him, imme-
-diately made sail in the direction of the conflagration. The
British crew were all fresh, and aware of their superiority ;
and they awaited the conflict, therefore, with eager impetu-
osity. The Americans were fatigued with their incessant
labours, and worn out for the want of rest; yet, when the
Pelican was made out shortly after daybreak, but one senti-
-ment prevailed on board, and that was to meet the foe. Allen
himself had frequently declared that he would never refuse
a challenge from any two-masted vessel; and he now pre-
pared, notwithstanding the evident disparity in size, coura-
geously to fight his antagonist.

It has often been regretted that the Argus did not en-
deavour to decline the combat. It is said that her crew
were more or less intoxicated, from wine secretly obtained
‘on board the late prize. But, if this was true, Allen knew
nothing of it. He believed his men were as fit to go into
battle as they would be at any time while on the coast, and
hence he acted right in accepting the challenge. The ser-
vice on which he was employed would have degenerated into
virtual freebooting, if he had ran from the first armed brig
of the enemy he met. The moral effect of such a flight
would have proved a serious injury to our reputation for
honour, if not for bravery. The instinct of that lofty courage
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which at once prompted him to meet the foe, was, therefore,
founded in policy as well as justice. Nor can the capture of
the Argus, which ensued, be considered as the inevitable result
of a contest between vessels of such disparity in size. It is
probable that, if Allen had not fallen wounded early in the
fight, or if the batteries had been served with the usual ac-
curacy of aim in our service, the Pelican, instead of the
Argus, would have had to strike her flag. But the loss of
their commander disheartened the American crew; it was
an omen of evil at the very threshold of the fight. More-
over, in no naval conflict during the war, did any American
vessel injure her antagonist so little, a fact which is partially
explained by the weariness of Allen’s crew, but more com-
pletely accounted for by a tradition in the service, that the
American carronades, being double-shotted, could not drive
their balls into the enemy’s sides.

Allen, at first, endeavoured to gain the wind of his antage-
nist, but finding this impossible, he shortened sail to allow
the enemy to close. About six o'clock, the vessels came
within range, when the American wore and fired her larboard
broadside. The English brig promptly returned the fire.
And now as the combatants drew nearer, the battle deepened.
Soon Allen fell, mortally wounded, a round shot having torn
off his leg. He refused to be carried below, but, fainting from
loss of blood, was- borne off the deck within eight minutes
after the action had begun. In a short time, the first lieu-
tenant, Mr. Watson, being stunned by a wound in the head
from a grape-shot, was also carried below. Still, however,
the action went gallantly on. The enemy, by keeping
away, endeavoured to cross the stern of the Argus; but the
latter, promptly ‘luffing into the wind, the manceuvre was
frustrated ; at the same time a terrible broadside was poured
into the Pelican, which, for a moment, almost turned the
scales of battle. But, in filling again, the American brig
broke round off, all her after-braces having been shot away.
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The enemy now succeeded in crossing the stern of the Argua
and raking her; and the wheel ropes and most of the run-
ning gear being thus shot, the American vessel soon became
unmanageable. Mr. Watson," having recovered his senses,
now returned on deck, when he found the Pelican lying
under the stern of the Argus, pouring in unresisted broad-
gides. The action had now lasted half an hour, and Mr.
Watson saw, that, unless something was done speedily to
turn the tide of fortune, a surrender would be inevitable.
Accordingly, he made an effort to carry the .Argus alongside
her antagonist, in order to board; but it was impossible to
move the American brig. At last, at forty-seven minutes
past six, after having protracted the contest until hope was
madness, Mr. Watson directed the colours to be struck. At
the same instant, the Pelican falling aboard, the British crew
came pouring in over the bow.

- The loss of the Americans was seven killed, and seventeen
wounded ; that .of the British seven killed and wounded."
The Pelican suffered but little in hull or rigging, while the
Argus, as we have seen, was rendered unmanageable. Cap-
tain Allen’s wound was, from the first, considered mortal.
While yet at sea, it was found necessary to amputate the
‘¥imb, but the surgeons could hold out but little hope, in con-
sequence of the shattered condition of the thigh. On reach-
ing Plymouth, whither the Pelican carried her prize, he was
removed to the hospital on shore, where a separate apart-
ment was prooured for him, and a female nurse procured;
indeed, no effort was spared by his generous captors to save
his life, or alleviate his sufferings. But he entertained no
hope of surviving. His last words to his crew, on being re-
moved from the brig, were, “God bless you, lads, we shall
never meet again.” He continued sensible, conversing cheer-
fully, until within about ten minutes of his dissolution, when
he sank exhausted, and expired without a struggle. His
death occurred towards midnight of the 18th of August, four
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EDWARD R. McCALL.

THE gallant action between the Enterprise and Boxer,
which resulted in the capture of the British vessel, shed a
halo of renown around two young officers, hitherto compa-
ratively unknown. One of these, the generous Burrows,
perished in the arms of victory; but the other, Edward R.
McCall, survived to receive the gratitude of his countrymen
and of the nation.

McCall was a native of South Carolina, a state which has
given many heroic officers to the navy. He was born in
Charleston, on the 5th of August, 1790. At an early age
he lost his father. But this event, usually so great a misfor-
tune to the education of a lad, was alleviated in a measure
to McCall. His guardian proved to be a friend as sincere as
he was judicious, and under his culture the youth early gave
promise of high and noble qualities. McCall, from a boy,
evinced a taste for the sea. Accordingly, his guardian not
only expressed a willingness to gratify the lad’s darling wish,
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oovered a brig getting under way, which appeared to be a
" vessel of war, and to which we immediately gave chase.
She fired several guns and stood for us, having four ensigns
hoisted. After reconnoitring and discovering her force, and
the nation to which she belonged, we hauled upon a wind to
stand out of the bay, and at three o’clock shortened sail,
tacked to run down with an intention to bring her to close
-aotion. At twenty minutes after three, p. M., when within
half pistol-shot, the firing commericed from both, and after
being warmly kept up, and with some manceuvring, the
énemy hailed and said they had surrendered, about four, p. u.;
their colours, being nailed to the masts, could not be hauled
down. She proved to be his Britannic majesty’s brig Boxer,
* of fourteen guns, Samuel Blythe, Esq., commander, who fell
in the early part of the engagement, having received a can-
non-shot through- the body. And I am sorry to add that
Lieutenant Burrows, who had gallantly led us into action,
fell also about the same time by a musket-ball, which termi-
fisted his existence in eight hours.
- “The Enterprise suffered much in spars and rigging, and
the Boxer in spars, rigging, and hull, having many shots be-
tween wind and water. It would be doing injustice to the
merit of Mr. Tillinghast, second lieutenant, were I not to
mention the able assistance I received from him during the
remainder of the engagement, by his strict attention to his
own division and other departments. And of the officers
and crew generally, I am happy to add, their cool and deter-
mined conduct have my warmest approbation and applause.
As no muster roll that can be fully relied on has come into
my possession, I cannot exactly state the number killed and
wounded on board the Boxer ; but from information received
from the officers of that vessel, it appears there were between
twenty and twenty-five killed and fourteen wounded.”
The tone of this despatch won almost as much praise for
McCall as his conduct in the victory. It was said that-here
' 26
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WILLIAM BURROWS.

+ Like Lawrence and Allen; Burrows perished in battle.
Almost at the commencement of his career, and just as he
stretched out his hand to grasp the phantom glory, death
eut short his anticipations. But, unlike the others, he fell
with the shout of victory ringing in his ears; he could thus
welcome the grim enemy in the words of Halleck :

4

¢ But to the hero, when his sword
Has won the battle for the free,
Thy name sounds like the prophet’s word,
And in its hallowed tones are heard
The thanks of millions yet to be !”

- Wiliam Burrows was born in 1786, at Kinderton, near
Philadelphia, the seat of his father, William Ward Burrows,
originally from South Carolina. The future hero was edu-
cated with the greatest care, under the eye of his parent, a

gentleman of polished mind and engaging manners. Before
878
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dissatisfaction was increased, when, having stated his claims
to the department, he received no redress. Unwilling to
remain in a service where he fancied himself degraded, he
tendered his resignation; but the government refused to
receive it. At this he grew more moody and unsocial than
ever. The service disgusted him. He had entered the navy
thirsting for distinction, and now, seeing others rising to
eminence, while he was apparently pushed intentionally
aside, the only hope that made life sweet to him departed,
and he seemed to lose all care for existence. A contempo-
rary, who knew him well, says :—* Men of gayer spirits and
more mercurial temperament may readily shake off vexa-
tion, or bustle it away amid the amusements and occupations
of the world ; but Burrows was scanty in his pleasures, limit-
‘ed in his resources, single in his ambition. Naval distino-
tion was the object of all his hopes and pride; it was the
only light that led him on and cheered his way; and what-
ever intervened left him in darkness and dreariness of heart.”
He applied for a furlough in this access of despondency, and,
entering on board a merchantman as first officer, sailed for
Canton. War meantime broke out between the United
States and England, and on his return passage, Burrows was
captured and carried into Barbadoes. Although allowed to
ecome home on parole immediately, he was not exchanged
until June, 1813 ; and consequently, during the most brilliant
period of our naval victories, was unable to get to sea. .
But a new era in his life was now opening before him; an
era short in duration, but dazzling with glory; an era that
has fixed his name for ever in the memory of his country-
men. Soon after having been exchanged, he was appointed
to the command of the Enterprise, a brig of sixteen guns,
which, from her first cruise in the war of 1798 up to that
bour, had been uniformly successful. From the hour when
this post was assigned to him the whole demeanour of Bur-
rows was changed. It was as if light had suddenly been let
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oontinued hushed, but suddenly a storm of cheers burst from
the British sailors, and simultaneously both vessels poured
in their broadsides.

Amid a dense cloud of smoke, and reeling from the con-
tinued discharges, the Enterprise drew ahead, until she found
herself well forward of the enemy’s bow. Here Burrows,
dashing across his antagonist in front, poured in a destruc-
tive fire from a heavy gun, which, before the action com-
menced, he had brought from forward and run out of one of
the cabin windows. The enemy was now allowed to come
up again on the quarter of the Enterprise, when the. two
hrigs renewed the battle more fiercely than ever, with their
opposite guns, the American keeping well on her antago-
nist’s bow. Before this, however, Burrows had received a
musket-ball through his body, and fell; but, though he knew
the wound to be mortal, he refused to be carried below.
Raiging his feeble head, as he lay upon the deck, he cried,
% Never strike the flag.” The directing of the battle now
devolved upon Lieutenant McCall. Soon after, the main-
top-mast of the enemy went overboard ; and, at this welcome
gight, the eye of the dying hero, which had begun to glaze,
lighted up. ¢ Stand fast, my lads,” he feebly cried, as the
life-blood ebbed away, “stand fast, and the day will soon be
ours.” The Enterprise now steered athwart the forefoot of
the enemy again, raked her once or twice more with the long
gun aft, and then resumed her station on the starboard bow
of the foe, where she maintained a destructive fire.

All this time, the wounded man, lying on the deck where
he fell, watched eagerly the progress of the fight, cheering
his crew with a voice that grew weaker and weaker as the.
sands of existence ran lower. At last, about four, P. M.,
some person hailed from the British to say they had struck.
A smile irradiated the features of Burrows at the words.
The enemy was told to haul down his flag, when the Ame-
vican fire would cease; but he replied that the colours were
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that the finger of victory only could have smoothed those
placid lines. Both commanders were buried with military
honours, and in one grave. They who had been foes while
living, now mingle their dust in the same tomb.
~ Though usually reserved, and even repellent in demeanour,
Burrows had an amiable and susceptible heart. His intellect
was quick ; his character full of energy. An extreme sensi-
tiveness, & morbid pride were his chief faults. He was dis-
tinguished for a keen perception of the ludicrous, and, though
rarely seen to laugh, possessed, in an eminent degree, a
certain dry humour which is described as “ setting tables in
aroar.” He sought but few friends, yet these loved him en-
thusiastically. He was kind and compassionate to the hum-
ble and dependent; and many acts of unostentatious charity
are told of him. With the common sailors he was a fa-
vourite. '
Thus lived and died William Burrows. His last hours,
spent lying on the deck of his little vessel, form as impres-
give a scene as American history affords.
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the battle of Lake Erie, in spite of every thing, would have
been lost. To him, therefore, should belong the chief credit
of the action. Those who, in seeking to remove undeserved
obloquy from Elliott’s name, assail that of his great com-
mander, commit an injustice even more flagrant than the
one of which they complain.

Oliver Hazzard Perry was descended from a reputable
family, originally of the Society of Friends. His ancestors
settled in Massachusetts, about the middle of the sixteenth
century, but, being compelled by religious persecution to fly
from that colony, removed to Rhode Island, where they es-
tablished themselves at South Kingston. His immediate
progenitor was Christopher Raymond Perry, a gentleman
who served, first in the mercantile marine, and subsequently
in our infant navy. Oliver Hazzard was born on the 20th of
August, 1785. The early years of the lad were marked by
few peculiar occurrences. He neither displayed more courage
nor more ability than his schoolmates; but, if he differed
from them in any particulars, it was in being more generally
engaging and loved. He was active, obliging, and of singu-
larly prepossessing appearance, qualities which attended him,
the last especially, to his grave. He was prudent also, it is
said, above his years. He continued at school until his
fourteenth year, when his father being appointed to the
General Greene twenty-four, he resolved also to adopt the
sea as his profession; and accordingly entered the navy as a
midshipman, his warrant being dated April the 7th, 1799.

His first cruise was on board his father's vessel, which
sailed to the West Indies, to protect our trade in that quarter.
In two voyages, in this quarter, young Perry saw much ser-
vice, though he had not the good fortune to participate in
any action. His father was an officer of spirit as well as
skill, so that Perry was educated in a good school. During
the second cruise of the General Greene, she had taken in
convoy an American brig bound to Havana. Off the latter
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cruise of eighteen months, Perry had not only established
his reputation as a seaman, but had stored his mind with
much elegant and useful information, gleaned from the classic
realm of the Mediterranean. Unfortunately, he was ordered
home just as Preble was going out, and hence lost the chance
in participating in those glorious deeds which first made
Decatur and Stewart famous, and in which Perry himself
was so peculiarly fitted to shine.

After having been on shore for nearly a year, Perry, in
the summer of 1804, was ordered to join the Constellation
thirty-six, under his old commander, Captain Campbell.
This frigate sailed for the Mediterranean in July, reaching
Tripoli in September, six days after the explosion of the
Intrepid, an event which, in efféct, terminated the operations
before the town. Subsequently the Constellation was em-
ployed near Derne, in seconding the attack of General
Eaton, but her size prevented her being of much service.
Perry was now transferred to the Nautilus fourteen, in the
capacity of first lieutenant. He had never yet enjoyed an
oppqrtunity to show his high qualities in battle, but he had
won the reputation of an efficient deck-officer, and, in the
autumn of 1805, he was complimented, in consequence, by
receiving from Commodore Rodgers an order to join the Con-
stitution, as one of her lieutenants. In this capacity Perry
remained for about a year, when he followed the commodore
to the Essex, as second lieutenant, and accompanied him
home. The preference shown by Rodgers to Perry was the
more honourable as the commodore was not only rigid in his
exactions of duty, but unusually fastidious in the choice of
his subordinates. Indeed, Perry, though not as yet renowned,
like his more fortunate rivals of the Tripolitan war, was re-
garded as one of the most promising young officers in the
navy, and believed, by all who knew him, to want only op-
portunity to become pre-eminently distinguished. The re-
sult verified these predictions.
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bestow upon him, he was compelled to return ta.the gun-
boat service. He continued to command a division of these
vessels on the Newport station until the declaration of war in
June, 1812. At ‘this event, so welcome to an enterprising
young officer, he sought to be released from his monotonous
duty, and obtain a command which would place him within
reach of the glory and honours which he foresaw awaited his
contemporaries in the navy. He accordingly endeavoured
to obtain a sloop-of-war, but failed, in consequence of so
many of his senior officers applying for tommands. He saw
with regret the opportunities for distinction gliding away.
He heard continually of victories in which he had no part,
but which he felt capable of rivalling, if the chance were
offered to him. At last the thought struck him to apply for
a post on the Lakes, where, about this time, preparations
were being made to construct a squadron; and his offer
having been accepted, in February, 1811, he started to join
€Commodore Chauncey at Sackett's Harbour.

The duty on which Perry was now detailed was to super-
intend the building of a fleet on Lake Erie. The task was
one of the most arduous character. At that period the
shores of both Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, instead of being
dotted with thriving towns, were covered with the original
forests, except where here and there the smoke from a rude
frontier village went curling to the sky; while the lakes
themselves, so far from being covered with steamers, only -
exhibited an occasional sail, or the birch canoe of an Indian.
The few roads which joined this wilderness with the older
settlements were little more than avenues cut through the
forest. The streams, which it was indispensable to navi-
gate, were obstructed by rapids or choked up with driftwood.
Not only the shipwrights to build the fleet, but the very sup-
plies requisite for them had to be transported for hundreds
of miles, from the Atlantic cities, through difficulties that
would appear incredible now, when in the course of a few
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. falo for Erie, at which latter place he now collected his
whole force. His squadron was not yet, however, in a con-

_dition to leave port; but by almost incredible exertions it
was rendered 2o by the first week in August. He now only
waited a chance to put out into the lake. The British, who
for years had maintained more or less of a fleet on Lake
Erie, and had greatly increased it since the war broke out,
lay off the port watching for Perry; but as there was a bar
across the mouth of the harbour, difficult to cross, the Ame-
rican officer hesitated to run the hazard in the presence of
an ememy. At last, however, the British squadron disap-
peared suddenly from the offing, when Perry promptly made
sail. It is said that Captain Barclay, the British com-
mander, knowing that Perry’s fleet was not entirely manned,
believed that.the Americans wou}d not put to sea until their
expected reinforcements had arrived, and accordingly ac-
cepted an invitation from the inhabitants of Dover, a small
Canadian town, to dine with them. The misapprehension
was fortunate for Perry, since otherwise he might never have
been able to leave Erie. With great difficulty, and only by
the use of camels, was he able to carry his larger vessels over
the gar; had a watchful enemy been at hand, the entire
American fleet must have fallen a sacrifice. But fortune,
not less than bravery, favours the hero.

The crossing had scarcely been effected, when the enemy
reappeared, and some distant firing took place between por-
tions of the two squadrons. Perry, aware that Barclay was
without his largest ship, the Detroit, which lay at Malden,
endeavoured to bring on an action immediately; but the
British commander was able to elude this purpose, and, has-
tening up the lake, added the new ship to his squadron.
Foiled in his design, Perry sought an anchorage off Erie, to
await the arrival of a reinforcement of seamen despatched
from the lower waters. In a day or two the reinforcement
appeared, commanded by Captain Elliott, an enterprising
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three guns. The American squadron consisted of the Law-
rence, Capt. Perry, twenty guns; the Niagara, Capt. Elliott,
twenty guns; the Caledonia, Lt. Turner, three guns; the
Ariel, Lt. Packett, four guns; the Somers, Mr. Almy, two
guns; the Porcupine, Mr. Scnatt, one gun; the Scorpion,
Mr. Champlin, two guns; the Tigress, Lt. Conklin, one gun;
the Trippe, Lt. Holdup, one gun: in all fifty-four guns. Of
these vessels, the Lawrence, Niagara, and Caledonia were
brigs; the Trippe was a sloop; and the rest were schooners.
In some respects one, in some the other, squadron was supe-
rior; but, on the whole, they were so equally matched, that
victory could be relied on certainly by neither. It was only
heroism and good conduct that could win the day. The
scheme of the British was to concentrate their whole fire on
Perry’s ship, after dismantling which they expected to make
an easy prey of the rest. In this they had nearly succeeded,
especially as Elliott, who had been directed not to leave his
place in the line, did not risk disobedience, even when he
saw the peril of his commander. But Perry, when the Law-
rence could no longer be safely fought, sprang into a boat,
and rowed down the line of battle till he reached the Niagara;
theny bringing this vessel into the van of the action, he
turned the scale, and achieved a decisive victory, capturing
the enemy’s entire squadron. The loss of the Americans
was twenty-seven killed, and eighty-eight wounded. The
British suffered about as much.

The intelligence of Perry’s victory was received with un-
bounded enthusiasm by the nation. The boldness with which
he had transferred his flag to the Niagara, passing through
the thickest of the battle in an open boat, dazzled and fasci-
nated the popular fancy. The triumph was attributed uni-
versally to this novel exploit. The people loved to relate
that he carried in his own hands the flag of the Lawrence,.
with the motto “Don’t give up the ship,” and that he stood
_ up gallantly in the stern-sheets of the boat, until the oarsmen
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tory. He assisted in regaining possession of Detroit, as also
in transporting the army of Harrison across the lake; and
subsequently shared in person in the brilliant victory of the’
Thames. His presence with the troops, flushed as he was
with recent triumph, inspired the soldiers, and assisted to win
the day. He afterwards joined Harrison in a proclamation
to the Canadians, inviting them to place themselves under
the .protection of our government. When the campaign
was brought to an end, he returned to Newport, where his
*family resided, and where he quietly resumed his old com-
mand. A hero of Perry’s stamp, however, could not be
allowed to remain on shore while war continued ; nor indeed
did his ardent and ambitious mind desire idle and protracted
repase. - Accordingly, in August, 1814, he was appointed to
the Java forty-four, a new ship, fitting out at Baltimore.
The large blockading squadron which the British kept off
the Chesapeake from this time forward, prevented Perry,
however, from getting to sea. His crew, as well as himself,
were actively employed, when the enemy descended the
Potomac from Alexandria, in annoying their retreat. When
the attack on Baltimore was made, Perry remained on board
to defend his ship. Soon after, it being in contemplation to
equip two light squadrons to harass the trade of the British,

. Perry was transferred from the Java to the more honourable
command of one of these squadrons. He immediately caused
the keels of two brigs to be laid, intending subsequently to
construct two more, and have the whole five ready for sea
as soon as possible. Peace, however, soon followed, when
the enterprise was abandoned.

In May, 1815, Perry was attached anew to the Java. In
January, 1816, he sailed in this ship for the Mediterranean,
where he joined the squadron of Commodore Shaw before
Algiers. In January, 1817, the Java returned to the United
States. Perry’s life, for the next two years, was embittered
by two unhappy controversies, which h;ye not, we regret

i~
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injurious to the latter. When Perry returned from the
Mediterranean, a correspondence ensued between Elliott and
him in reference to these remarks; and as the former avowed
the injurious imputations, the latter challenged him. Perry,
however, declined the meeting, alleging that he was about
to prefer charges against his subordinate. The charges were
made, but no proceedings were ever ordered by the depart-
ment. The reflections upon Elliott’s courage clung to that
unfortunate officer, however, to his death; and he went down
to the grave, labouring under imputations which Perry, in
his natural mood, would have been too honest to cast upon
another. This is not the place to examine these charges in
detail. It is enough to say, however, that the most import-
ant one blamed Elliott for not coming to the aid of the
Lawrence, an act which would have been impossible for him,
without disobeying the order of Perry when going into
battle, for every vessel to keep her place in the line. Itis
true that such orders may be disregarded in an emergency,
and that such an emergency arose in the battle of Lake
Erie,—but though a subordinate exhibits higher qualities
when he breaks, than when he obeys a command the reason
for which he sees has ceased, it is unjust to impute cowardice
to him for refusing to assume the responsibility of violating
orders. On the other hand the attempt to strip Perry of the
merit of the victory was as unjust as it proved to be idle.

In March, 1819, Perry was again summoned to active
service. His new command was destined for the regions
about the equator, where our trade was in a precarious
position, and where an officer was required who could play
the diplomatist as well as the mere commodore. The selec-
tion of Perry for this important post proved the high estimate
which the nation had formed of his abilities: an opinion not
incorrect, since, where his personal resentments did not blind
him, his judgment was singularly impartial and wise. On
the 7th of Junme, he left Annapolis in the John Adams
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and racked with hiccough, such was the closing scene of the
hero’s life. At noon of this day, the fatal black vomit ap-
peared, sure precursor of speedy dissolution. The dying
man, satisfied that his end drew near, now made a verbal
will in favour of his wife, and then desired to be left alone.
Soon after, a boat from the John Adams arrived. When the
Lieutenant entered his presence, Perry, who had sunk away,
revived, and inquired with interest after the health of his
crew. But in a few minutes, his mind wandered, and,
murmuring incoherent words, he breathed his last, at half-past
three. Thus perished, far from his home, and without a
single comfoy which his condition demanded, one of the
brightest ornaments of the American navy.

The character of Perry will appear from what we have
written. He was of a frank and generous disposition, and
had the foibles as well as virtues of men of that stamp. He
was warm-heared, impulsive, and affectionate, usually gentle
in deportment, but quick in temper, and, when angered, capa-
ble of doing acts unworthy of his nature. He took strong
prejudices, both of liking and disliking,—and was as warm a
friend as he was a bitter enemy. His prepossessions were
generally, however, in behalf of those he met, and this, added
to his cheerful manner and elegant appearance, made him
almost universally a favourite. In stature, he was slightly
above the middle height. His frame was compact, muscular.
and well formed; his countenance one of unusual manly
beauty, and his carriage at once graceful and dignified. Heis
said to have been gifted with a peculiarly clear and powerful
voice, which rendered him, to use the words of a fellow-seaman,
¢4 brilliant deck officer.” His courage was heroic, and his
gkill in his profession great. As a father and a husband, few
men have been so much loved.

The remains of Perry were at first interred at Trinidad,
but subsequently they were transferred, in a ship of war, to
Rhode Island, where they now repose.
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tion being excited by the deeds of Decatur, Soiners, and
Stewart, he became inflamed with a passion for the navy.
His friends accordingly obtained for him, in 1804, the warrant
of a midshipman. His first cruise was made to the Mediter-
ranean, in the Essex thirty-two, Captain James Barron. He
remained abroad in this vessel for more than two years, re-
turning to the United States in 1807. He was now trans-
-ferred to the Chesapeake, whither he accompanied his old
commander, and was present in that ship during her unfor-
tunate combat with the Leopard. This was Elliott’s first
action, if action it can be called, and was ominous of a career
never very fortunate, and frequently clouded by undeserved
obloquy.

His next appearance before the public, however, was of &
more favourable character. Before the war of 1812 began,
he had risen to the rank of lieutenant, and, almost immedi-
ately after hostilities commenced, was ordered to the lakes,
under Commodore Chauncey. That officer at once despatched
Elliott to Lake Erie, where the young lieutenant soon
gignalized himself by & brilliant exploit. Two armed British
"brigs having come down the lake and anchored under Fort
Erie, Elliott formed the bold design of cutting them out.
Accordingly, two large boats, containing about fifty men each,
accompanied by one or two smaller boats, all under the com-
mand of Elliott, pulled out of Buffalo Creek, on the evening
of the 7th of October, 1812, advancing silently some distance
np the lake, so as to gain a position above the enemy. It
was past midnight when Elliott, after this circuit, approached
the foe. He reserved for himself the Detroit, the larger
of the two brigs, sending the other boat forward to attack
the Caledonia, which lay in the advance. As the first
boat crossed the bow of the Detroit, the British took the
alarm, and consequently, when Elliott dashed up, he was
received with volleys of musketry. Nothing daunted, how-
ever, both boats pulled rapidly ahead. The first soon reached
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fal day. In the order of battle, as finally arranged, the
Lawrence led the attack, then followed some smaller vessels
of the squadron, and then the Niagara,—and Perry’s last
signal, as he dashed forward, was for each vessel to maintain
her place in the line. The British flag-ship was particularly
efficient in long guns, while the Lawrence was armed with
carronades, a fact of which the enemy promply took advan-
tage, to begin the battle before the American ship could
approach sufficiently near for her pieces to bear. In conse-
quence of this, and of the concentration of the fire of almost
the entire British squadron on the Lawrence, that vessel had
to sustain the whole fury of the battle unassisted for some
time, and was reduced almost to a wreck. In this perilous
- crisis, Perry either forgot to signal the Niagara to leave the
place assigned her and come to his assistance, or disdained
to do it; and Elliott, for a while, seems to have hesitated
between disobeying orders or hastening to the aid of his
superior. At last, Elliott determined to push ahead at every
hazard. But the wind, which had now become light, delayed
‘his advance, and before he could approach the Lawrence, the
latter was no longer seaworthy. It was now that Perry,
abandoning the wreck, boarded the Niagara. On mounting
the deck of the latter vessel, he pointed to the gun-boats,
which were far behind, and declared that their failure to
.oome into close action hazarded the success of the day; on
which Elliott, volunteering to bring them up, embarked in an
open boat, courageously pulled down the whole length of
the enemy’s line, and, by bringing the gun-boats into speedy
use, assisted materially to decide the fortunes of the battle.
In his despatches, written immediately after the victory,
Perry testifies to Elliott’s bravery in the most unequivocal
terms. “At half-past two,” he says, “the wind springing up,
Captain Elliott was enabled to bring his vessel, the Niagara,
gallantly into close action. I immediately went on board of
her, when he aaticipated my wish, by volunteering to bring
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under the past state of things are no longer the wisest, and
when a bold and able officer will not hesitate to assume the
responsibility of disobeying his directions, and acting, perhape,
entirely different from what he has been ordered. The
neglect to make the most of such critical moments determines
the difference between the officer of mere talent and the
officer of genius. In the battle of Lake Erie, such a crisis
eccurred. The concentration of the enemy’s almost entire
fire on the Lawrence, and that, too, before she was within
range for her carronades, produced & condition of affairs
which Perry had not anticipated, and should have corre-
spondingly changed the whole tactic of battle. In such an
emergency, an officer of genius would have dashed forward
and shared the hottest of the fight with his commodore.
The design of the British was evident. They aimed to
destroy the flagship at every cost, imagining that the re-
mainder of the squadron, after so great a disaster, would
strike immediately. The effort of the Americans, therefore,
should have been to frustrate this aim, by hastening to the
support of the flag-ship, and compelling the enemy to divide
his fire. Elliott did not do this as promptly as a Nelson, a
Decatur, or a Perry would have done under similar circum-
stances; but held back until the Lawrence became so crippled,
that there could be no longer any doubt of the absolute ne-
cessity of altering the order of battle. The error of Elliott,
if error it can be called, was in this, and not in any want of
eourage. If he had possessed the instinct of a great captain,
he would have anticipated the dilemma in which the Law-
rence was placed, and, by speedy succour, prevented it.
Talent waits till a disaster is at hand : genius beholds it afar
off The conduct of Elliott was that of a brave man, but
one gifted with but ordinary abilities. The conduct of Perry,
In retrieving the battle after it was lost, by the single but
heroic act of transferring his flag to the Niagara, was that of
genius, which always sees, as by a flash of lightning, not only
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the South being over, he was relieved from his disagreeable
post, and assigned to the command of the Charlestown navy-
yard, in Massachusetts. In 1835, he was appointed to the
Constitution, and despatched to France, to bring home Mr.
Livingston, the American minister in Paris. Subsequently,
Elliott sailed for the Mediterranean, in the same ship, to
assume command of the squadron in that sea; and on this
duty he was employed for several years. On his return from
this voyage, he was arraigned before a court-martial, on seve-
ral charges of severity and harshness in discipline, and on a
charge of incumbering the Constitution, without authority,
with animals intended to improve the breed of like animals in
the United States. He was found guilty on one of the
charges of severity, and on that relating to the animals, and
sentenced to be suspended from the navy for four years, and
to be deprived of his pay during two of these. The President,
however, remitted the last part of the sentence, and subse-
quently, before the term of suspension had elapsed, restored
him to the service. In December, 1844, the month following
his restoration, Elliott was appointed to the Philadelphia
navy-yard. He was now, however, broken in health, and on
the 10th of December, 1845, he died.

In manner, Elliott was comparatively rough, and he en-
joyed, besides, an unfortunate facility for making enemies,
two circumstances which contributed to his unpopularity, and
assisted to darken the close of his life. He was also a severe
disciplinarian. He possessed, however, many warm friends,
for whom he was always ready to make sacrifices. As a
husband and father, he was much esteemed. In person, he
was above the middle height, with a robust figure, and &
carriage that was easy, though scarcely graceful. He was
unquestionably brave, and not without ability; but has no
claim to rank in the first order of naval captains.
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the commission, and was immediately ordered to the Adams
twenty-eight, then about to sail for the West Indies.

- During this voyage, no less than five French privateers
were captured, so that the cruise formed an excellent school
for the young men serving in the Adams. Woolsey was
oconspicuous for his attention to duty, for his conciliatory
deportment, and for the quickness with which he acquired
the details of his new profession. On the return of the
Adams, he joined the Boston twenty-eight, and sailed in her
for the Mediterranean. He remained abroad, serving in differ
ent vessels, until 1803, when he was ordered back to the
United States. He thus, unfortunately, missed the opportu-
nity of serving under Preble, and partaking in the glory of
the Tripolitan war; a fact the more to be regretted as his
courage and adventurous spirit would have highly distin-
guished him, if a chance had presented itself. He was
present, however, in one or two affairs of note, especially
when Porter attacked the wheat-boats on shore, and when
the abortive attempt was made to cannonade the town. -

. Woolsey next served in the Essex thirty-two. This ship
sailed for the Mediterranean in the summer of 1804, arriving
before Tripoli soon after the explosion of the Intrepid ketch.
The Essex subsequently formed one of a fleet of thirteen
American men-of-war, which appeared before Tunis and
dictated the terms of an indemnity to the regency there.
Woolsey now received an acting appointment as lieutenant.
The following year, when the Essex returned to the United
States, Woolsey, with most of her officers, removed to the
Constitution, and remained in the Mediterranean. Woolsey
continued in this favourite vessel, until 1807, when, being
velieved, she came back to the United States. Her return
was delayed for several months by the attack on the Chesa-
peake, which vessel had been appointed to take her place.
This produced much dissatisfaction among the crew of the
Constitution, whose terms of service had long since expired,
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Meantime, the naval station had been removed from Oswego
to Sackett’s Harbour. Here, on the 19th of July, the British
squadron, numbering five sail, made its appearance. Woolsey
immediately made sail in the Oneida, hoping to escape into
the open lake; but soon finding this impossible, he returned
to harbour, and, landing all the guns on the off side of the
brig, placed them in battery on the bank, with his vessel
directly under. He also placed a long thirty-two on a point
of land above the navy-yard, and, as soon as the enemy came
within range, opened a spirited fire. The British now sent
in a message for Woolsey to surrender, which he declined,
and immediately a cannonading ensued that lasted two hours.
In the end, the enemy, though so much superior in force,
hauled off, leaving to the young lieutenant the victory. Soon
after, Commodore Chauncey arrived on the lakes, with orders
to build more vessels and assume the supreme command.
In the attack on Kingston, in the ensuing November, Woolsey
led his old vessel, the Oneida, and gallantly carried her
through the day. During this entire season, he continued
second in command on the lake; but, with the opening of
spring, additional officers were sent to Ontario, many of them
superior in rank to Woolsey, and accordingly he no longer
could play so prominent a part in affairs.

He continued, however, actively employed. He was
present in the attack on York, and also at the assault on the
batteries of Fort George. Immediately after this last enter-
Pprise, he was promoted to the rank of commander. As older
officers and post-captains were only sent to the lakes to
assume charge of the new ships, Woolsey had remained
through all in the Oneida; but now, with his new commission,
he was transferred to a large and swift schooner, the Sylph,
mounting four heavy pivot-guns amidships. He was in this
vessel, on the 28th of September, when Chauncey brought
the English squadron, for the first time, to close action. The
battle was contested with spirit, and would probably have
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ships for sea, the command of the lake once more reverted
to the Americans. Woolsey was now appointed to the Jones,
a large brig of twenty-two guns, in commiand of which he
continued until the close of the war.

When peace was declared, most of the officers who had
served on the lakes, as well as their crews, were transferred
to the seaboard; but Woolsey was long retained in a species
of service with which he had now grown familiay. Vessel
after vessel was dismantled, yet still he remained on Ontario.
The command, however, was an important one, for there was
& large amount of property to be guarded. In 1817, Woolsey
was promoted to the rank of captain. In time, the armed
ships on the lakes were gradually broken up, until, at last,
the station was no longer worthy of an officer of rank.
Accordingly, in 1823, Woolsey was relieved from his com-
mand, and appointed to the Constellation thirty-eight,
destined for the West Indies. On board this vessel, Commo-
dore Warrington hoisted his broad pennant. When the
cruise was up and the Constellation paid off, Woolsey received
the command of the Pemsacola navy-yard. Subsequently,
he was selected to command the Brazil squadron. This, the
first time on which he hoisted a commodore’s flag, was the
last occasion on which he served, afloat or ashore. His
health had now begun to decline. In 1838, not long after
his return, he died.

In personal appearance, Woolsey was prepossessing,
though not perhaps handsome. He was of medium height,
robust and athletic in frame. His countenance was pleasing.
In manner he was frank without being rude, though almost
too familiar sometimes for an officer. Among his equals, he
was the life of social intercourse. As a seaman, he held a
high rank.
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that everywhere attended the adventurous commander; the
creation of a fleet out of the captured vessels of the enemy,
and the employment of that fleet, subsequently, against the
foe; the discovery of virgin islands, hitherto unknown, in
the midst of the boundless Pacific, with the pictures of uncon-
taminated savage life found there;—these and other incidents
of that astonishing cruise, fascinate the reader, bringing back
in imagination the times when Drake carried terror to the
Spanish settlements on the western coasts of America, when
Selkirk wandered over the uninhabited island of Juan Fer-
nandez, when the keel of Magellan first ploughed the waters
of an unknown and apparently illimitable ocean. -

David Porter was the oldest son of Captain David Porter,
a naval officer of merit in the war of Independence, and was
born at Boston, on the first of February, 1780. At the
declaration of peace, in 1783, the family removed to Balti-
more, where Captain Porter received the command of the
revenue cutter, the Active. The lad, meantime, grew up
delicate in body, but of an active and indomitable spirit.
He would sit for hours listening to anecdotes of the war,
parrated by his father, his breath coming quick and his eye
kindling in sympathy with every deed of more than ordinary
daring. The eagerness with which the boy hung upon his
father's words, inspired the parent with a wish to educate
the child for his own profession, a purpose which was finally
carried into execution, notwithstanding the entreaties of the
mother, who feared the effects which the rough usage of the
sea might produce on her son’s tender constitution. At the
age of sixteen, accordingly, young David sailed with his
father for the West Indies, in the schooner Eliza.

Almost from the very first, the lad was placed in circum-
stances requiring presence of mind equally with bravery,
and, in every instance, he acquitted himself honourably.
‘While at the port of Jérémie, St. Domingo, in his first voyage,
& press-gang endeavoured to board the schooner in search of
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young officer participated in a long and obstinate engagement
o between the schooner and a number of brigand barges, in the
Bight of Leogane; and here, as on all former occasions, he
exhibited a hardihood and daring in striking contrast to his
comparatively small stature and feeble frame. He was, in
consequence of these qualities, already a noted man; and
when a vessel was to be cut out, to Porter was generally con-
fided the undertaking. Attracted by his gallantry, Commo-
dore Talbot, then in command of the station, resolved to
bestow on him a separate command, and, accordingly,
manning the Amphitrite, a pilot-boat schooner, he placed
her in the charge of Porter. With this little craft, which
mounted but five small swivels, and had a crew of only
fifteen men, the young hero made sail in pursuit of an
" enemy.

He had not been long in command, when he met a French
privateer, mounting a long twelve-pounder and several
swivels, and having a crew of forty men. The enemy, in
addition, was accompanied by a prize ship, and a large barge,
with thirty men, armed with swivels. Undaunted by the
excessive disparity of force, Porter resolved to attack the
privateer. Accordingly, he bore down on the foe, and laid
his vessel alongside of her. A shot soon injured the rudder
of his schooner, so that she became unmanageable, but,
resolute to conquer in despite of obstacles, he maintained the
fight. For a time, the result was doubtful. The enemy,
confident in their numbers, resisted bravely, and even formed
the expectation of reducing the Americans. But the disci-
pline of the man-of-war, combined with the heroism which
Porter infused into his crew, finally triumphed, and the
French privateer, after a bloody and protracted resistance,
struck. The loss of the foe, in this action, was seven killed,
and fifteen wounded, a large proportion, considering the
numbers engaged. On the side of the Americans, several
were wounded, but none killed. The schooner, however,
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as first lieutenant of the Enterprise, sailed to that quarter of
the globe. On the 1st of August, while running for Tripoli,
the Enterprise captured a corsair of fourteen guns and eighty
men. The action was desperately fought, the enemy losing,
in killed and wounded, no less than fifty. As the instructions
to Lieutenant Commandant Sterrett, the principal officer of the
Experiment, forbade him carrying the prize in, Porter was
directed to take possession of, and dismantle her. This was
accordingly done. After a tedious voyage, the corsair reached
Tripoli, when her commander, notwithstanding his wounds,
was punished for his surrender by being placed on a jackass,
peraded through the streets, and subsequently bastinadoed.
The terror created by this severity, combining with the
prowess of the Americans, disinclined the Tripolitan seamen
to ship in the Bey’s corsairs, and the consequence was, that
though the war lasted three years, few armed vessels, after
this, ventured tosea. Porter remained in the Mediterranean,
actively engaged against the enemy, from this time until the
capture of the frigate Philadelphia, of which he was first
Lieutenant, at the time she fell, so unfortunately, into the
hands of the Tripolitans. .

" In our biography of Commodore Bainbridge, we have de-
scribed at large this unfortunate event. The conduct of
Porter, during the imprisonment that followed, was such as
became him as an officer and & man. A memoir of him, in
the Analectic Magazine, says: “He never suffered himself
for a moment to sink into despondency; but supported the
galling indignities and hardships of his situation with
equanimity, and even cheerfulness. A seasonable supply of
books served to beguile the hours of imprisonment, and
enabled him even to turn them to advantage. He closely
applied himself to the study of ancient and modern history,
biography, the French language, and drawing; in which art,
so useful to a seaman, he made himself a considerable pro-
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return of Porter, after considerable detention; having been
dismissed without any further severity, through the inter-
cession of the minister, Mahomet Dghies, who had, on
previous occasions, shown a friendly disposition towards the
Pprisoners.”

When, on the conclusion of peace, the prisoners were re-
stored to freedom, Porter embarked with his companions for
Syracuse, glad to breathe once more the sweet air of liberty.
At Syracuse, a court of inquiry, according to custom, was
held over the loss of the Philadelphia; and Porter, with the
other officers, were tried by this tribunal. An honourable
acquittal, as expected, was the consequence. The Enter-
prise being now in want of a commander, the post was
tendered -to Porter, who continued in this vessel, cruizing
about the Mediterranean to protect our commerce, until the
year 1806. Many anecdotes are told of his daring and
hardihood during this interval. Once, while the Enterprise
was anchored in the port of Malta, an English sailor came
alongside, and insulted the officers and crew by abusive
language. Captain Porter, overhearing his scurrilous epithets,
ordered a boatswain’s mate to give him a flogging at the
gangway. This well-merited chastisement excited the indig-
nation of the governor of Malta, who gave orders that the
forts should not permit the Enterprise to depart. No sooner
was Captain Porter informed of this direction, than he
prepared his vessel for action, weighed anchor, and, with
lighted matches, and every man at his station, sailed between
the batteries and departed unmolested. On another occasion,
not long after, in passing through the Straits of Gibraltar, he
was attacked by twelve Spanish gun-boats, who either
mistook or pretended to mistake his vessel for a British brig.
As soon, however, as he was able to approach them, they
were assailed with such rapid and well-directed volleys, that
they were glad to sheer off. This affair took place in sight
of Gibraltar, and in presence of several ships of the British
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of some size, on board of which were one hundred and fifty
soldiers. A few days subsequently, the Essex made a strange
sail to windward. The frigate, at the moment, was disguised
as a merchantman, having her gun-deck ports in, top-gallant-
masts housed, and sails trimmed in a slovenly manner. De-
ceived by these appearances, the stranger came running down
free, when the American ship hoisted her ensign and kept
away, under short sail. This emboldened the stranger, who
followed. Having obtained a position finally on the weather
quarter of his chase, he began his fire, setting English colours.
The Essex now knocked out her ports, and opened upon the
enemy. Astonished at finding a frigate in their antagonist,
the British crew, after receiving one or two discharges,
deserted their quarters and ran below. In eight minutes
after the Essex had begun to fire, the English ship struck.
She proved to be his Britannic Majesty’s ship Alert, Captain
Laugharne, mounting twenty eighteen-pound carronades, and
with a full crew. ,

The Alert was the first man-of-war taken from the English
in this contest. Her resistance was feeble to the last degree,
and can only be accounted for by her surprise. It was not
to be expected, certainly, that a ship carrying eighteen-pound
carronades could successfully resist a ship carrying thirty-
two-pound carronades, and double her number of guns and
men; but so exaggerated had become the opinion of the
British prowess on the ocean, that impossibilities were
sometimes expected. It is said that, as only a part of
the Essex’s guns bore on the Alert, the manner in
which the latter was taken must be attributed to a sudden
panic among her people, some of whom were censured after
their exchange. One or two of the officers, even, did not
escape, the first lieutenant having been dismissed the
service, by a court-martial. The Alert had but three
men wounded, and the Essex sustained no injury at all.
When boarded, the British man-of-war had seven feet of
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of the British lettersof-marque. Moreover, the Viceroy of
Peru, having chosen to imagine that hostilities would soon
break out between Spain and the United States, had armed
several corsairs and despatched them to make prey of
American vessels. But for Porter’s fortunate decision, our
marine in the Pacific would have fallen a prey, hopelessly, to
the enemy; but the presence of the hero turned the tables,
struck terror to the English, and led to the most astonishing
eruise on record.

The first port he made, after passing the Horn, was Valpa-
raiso, where he arrived on the 14th of March, 1813. He
found here, that Chili had declared herself independent of
Spain. The authorities, as well as inhabitants, received
him, consequently, with unexpected cordiality. Having
obtained & supply of provisions, he left Valparaiso, and
coasted the shores of Chili and Peru. He had not been long
at sea, when he met with a Peruvian corsair, that had cap-
tured two American ships on the coast of Chili, and had on
board the crews of the two ships as prisoners. The com-
mander of the corsair attempted to justify his conduct, by
alleging himself to be an ally of Great Britain, and declaring
that, in his belief, war already existed between Spain and
the United States. Porter, finding the Peruvian captain
determined to persist in his aggressions, lightened him of his
armament by throwing it into the sea, released the prisoners,
and then directing & polite letter to the viceroy, in which he
gave his reasons for his conduct, he delivered it to the
captain. On proceeding to the port of Lima, he recaptured
one of the American vessels as she was entering the port.

Porter cruised for several months in the Pacific, making
great havoc among the English traders. ¢ He was,” says the
Analectic Magazine, “particularly destructive to those en-
gaged in the spermaceti whale fishery. He took many, with
valuable cargoes. One of the captured vessels he retained as
a store-ship ; he equipped her with twenty guns, and called
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having, together, a tonnage of 3369 tons, and mounting one
bhundred and seven guns. In the autumn of 1813, he learned
that the Phoebe frigate, Captain Hillyar, was expected daily
in the Pacific, accompanied by two sloops-of-war. - He de-
termined, without hesitation, to meet her. But, in conse-
quence of the Essex having been at sea for such a length of
time, some of her timbers were impaired and needed renewal,
while the frigate required other repairs to enable her to face
the foe. For this purpose, Porter repaired to the island of
Nooaheevah, one of the Washington group, accompanied by
several of his prizes. Having effected his object safely, he
next proceeded to the port of Valparaiso. While lying
here, Captain Hillyar arrived, having long sought for the
Eseex, but without success, and having almost given up all
hopes of ever meeting with her. The Phoebe was accompa-
nied by the sloop-of-war Cherub, which was strongly armed
and manned.

The two commanders now continued watching each other
for a considerable period of time; Porter unwilling to engage
the two British ships single-handed, and Hillyar declining the
combat on any thing like equal terms. But the manoceuvres
on both sides, the desperate battle that ensued, and the viola-
tion of neutrality committed by Hillyar, in following the Essex
into the harbour of Valparaiso, will be best narrated in the
graphic language of Porter himself, as used in the official
despatch. “On getting their provisions on board,” he says,
“the Phoebe and Cherub went off the port for the purpose
of blockading me, where they cruised for nearly six weeks;
during which time, I endeavoured to provoke a challenge,
and frequently, but ineffectually, to bring the Phoebe alone
to action, first with both my ships, and afterwards with my
single ship with both crews on board. I was several times
under way, and ascertained that I had greatly the advantage
in point of sailing, and once succeeded in closing within gun-
shot of the Phoebe, and commenced a fire on her, when she






DAVID PORTER. T 486

east side of the harbour, and let go my anchor withih pistol-
shot of the shore, where I intended to repair my dashages as
soon as possible.

“The enemy continued to approach, and showed an
evident intention of attacking, regardless of the neutrality of
the place where I was anchored; and the caution observed
in their approach to the attack of the crippled Essex was
truly ridiculous, as was their display of motto-flags and the
number of jacks at their mastheads. I, with as much expe-
dition as circumstances would admit of, got my ship ready for
action, and endeavoured to get a spring on my cable; but had
not succeeded when the enemy, at fifty-four minutes after
three, P. M., made his attack, the Phoebe placing herself
under my stern, and the Cherub on my starboard bow; but
the Cherub, soon finding her situation a hot one, bore up
and ran under my stern also, where both ships kept up a hot
raking fire. I had got three long twelve-pounders out of the
stern-ports, which were worked with so much bravery and
gkill, that in half an hour we so disabled both as to compel
them to haul off to repair damages. In the course of this
firing, I had, by the great exertions of Mr. Edward Barne-
well, the acting sailing-master, assisted by Mr. Linscott,
the boatswain, succeeded in getting springs on our cable
three different times; but the fire of the enemy was so ex-
cessive, that before we could get our broadside to bear, they -
were shot away, and thus rendered useless to us. My ship
had received many injuries, and several had been killed and
wounded; but my brave officers and men, notwithstanding
the unfavourable circumstances under which we were brought
to action and the powerful force opposed to us, were noways
discouraged, and all appeared determined to defend their ship
to the last extremity, and to die in preference to a shameful
surrender. Qur gaff, with the ensign, and the motto-flag at
the mizzen, had been shot away, but “ Free trade and sailors’
rights” continued to fly at the fore. . Our ensign was replaced
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strange as it may appear, the captair of it escaped with only
a slight wound. Finding that the enemy had it in his power
to choose his distance, I now gave up all hopes of closing
with him; and, as the wind, for the moment, seemed to
favour the design, I determined to endeavour to run her on
*shore, land my men, and destroy her. Every thing seemed
to favour my wishes.
“ We had approached the shore within musket-shot, and I
had no doubt of succeeding, when, in an instant, the wind
shifted from the land (as is very common in this port in the
latter part of the day) and payed our head down on the
Phoebe, where we were again exposed to a dreadful raking
fire. My ship was now totally unmanageable; yet, as her
head was toward the enemy, and he to leeward of me, I still
hoped to be able to board him. At this moment, Lieutenant
Commandant Downes came on board to receive my orders,
under the impression that I should soon be a prisoner. He
could be of no use to me in the then wretched state of the
Essex; and finding (from the enemy’s putting his helm up)
that my attempt at boarding would not succeed, I directed
him, after he had been about ten minutes on board, to return
to his own ship, to be prepared for defending and destroying
her, in case of an attack. He took with him several of my
wounded, leaving three of his boat’s crew on board to make
room for them. The Cherub now had an opportunity of
distinguishing herself, by keeping up & hot fire on him during
his return. The slaughter on board my ship had now
become horrible, the enemy continuing to rake us, and we
_unable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore directed a hawser
to be bent to the sheet-anchor, and the anchor to be cut from
the bows, to bring her head round: this succeeded. We again
got our broadside to bear, and as the enemy was much
erippled, and unable to hold his own, I have no donbt he
would soon have drifted out of gun-shot, before he discovered
we had anchored, had not the hawser unfortunately parted.
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and did not regain the ship until after the surrender. I was
informed that the cockpit, the steerage, the ward-room, and
the birth-deck could contain no more wounded; that the
wounded were killed while the surgeons were dressing them;
and that, unless something was speedily done to prevent it,
the ship would soon sink, from the number of shot-holes in
her bottom. On sending for the carpenter, he informed me
that all his crew had been killed or wounded, and that he
had once been over the side to stop the leaks, when his slings
had been shot away, and it was with difficulty he was saved
from drowning. The enemy, from the smoothness of the
water, and the impossibility of our reaching him with our
carronades, and the little apprehension that was excited by
our fire, which had now become much slackened, was
enabled to take aim at us as at a target: his shot never
missed our hull, and my ship was cut up in a manner which
was, perhaps, never before witnessed. In fine, I saw no
hopes of saving her, and, at twenty minutes after six, p. .,
gave the painful order to strike the colours. Seventy-five
mwen, including officers, were all that remained of my whole
crew, after the action, capable of doing duty, and many of
them severely wounded, some of whom have since died.
The enemy still continued his fire, and my brave though
unfortunate companions were still falling about me. I di-
rected an opposite gun to be fired, to show them we intended
no further resistance ; but they did not desist : four men were
killed at my side, and others 4t different parts of the ship.
I now believed he intended to show us no quarter, and that
it would be as well to die with my flag flying as struck, and
was on the point of again hoisting it, when, about ten minutes
after hauling the colours down, he ceased firing.”

Never, perhaps, had a more unequal battle been protracted
for so long a time. The disparity between the two forces
was, in fact, about four to one against the Americans; for,
while the Essex, except for a short period in closing, fought
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.vayage, arrived off Sandy Hook. Here she was brought to
by the Saturn, Captain Nash, who questioned the authority
of Captain Hillyar to grant the passport, and directed the
Essex Junior to lie by him during the night. The next
morning, Porter, suspecting that Captain Nash intended to
detain him, sprang into a whale-boat, with a picked crew,
and made for the land, which he safely reached, though
thirty miles distant, and though, for part of the distance, the
British pursued him. The suspicion of Porter, however,
proved incorrect, for Captain Nash, discovering there was
no artifice intended, but that the papers of the cartel were
-genuine, allowed the Essex Junior to proceed. The same
day, Porter reached New York, where the fame of his ex-

ploits having already preceded him, he was the lion of
" the hour, the mob surrounding his carriage and taking out
the horses, after which, with vociferous shouts, they dragged
him to his lodgings.

The same enthusiasm which greeted him on this occasion,
attended him wherever he went, and for a long period. The
daring_ spirit shown in the conception of a cruise in the
Pacific, the bold manner in which the plan had been carried
out, the great losses inflicted on the enemy, the romantic
incidents connected with the sojourn at Nooaheevah, and,
lastly, the heroic courage with which Porter had fought his
ship until she was a wreck,—all these, disseminated over the
country by the returned prisoners, and eulogized for months
subsequently by the public press, conspired to render the
name of Porter more popular than that of any naval com-
mander of the day except Decatur, and to cast into the
shade, for a while at least, even the renown of Perry. Men
said proudly that history furnished no parallel to this event-
ful cruise. The newspapers asserted that the annals of
Britain might be searched in vain for a resistance so despe-
rate as that of the Essex. And even veteran seamen, heroes
who had fought in the Revolution, forgetting their usual
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southern and south-western coasts of Cuba, near Cape
Antonio; whence, at an after period, they renewed their
depredations,™

We now approach a period of Commodore Porter’s life
which led to events much to be regretted, and in which both
he and his country were serioualy to blame. In October,1824,
the authorities of Foxardo, in Porto Rico, having committed
an insult on the American flag, Porter, with his usual prompt-
ness, landed a force at the place and compelled an apology.
In this conduct, while he exhibited a praiseworthy sensitive-
ness to the honour of his country, he acted, perhaps, with un-
becoming haste, as he exceeded his powers. The intention
of the act, however, should have been its apology. But there
were envious men then, as now, in the navy of the United
States—men only too glad to make a hero of Porter’s renown
amenable to the letter of the law; and, in consequence, when
he retarned home, he was tried by a court-martial and sen-
tenced to be suspended from his command for six months.
Unjust and ungenerous as this punishment was, the revenge
taken by Porter is not to be defended. Indignant at the
petty malice which led to the sentence; angry at being
punished for a venial offence, which, in other cases, had been
overlooked; irritated to reflect that, having voluntarily re-
gigned a lucrative and easy post for an arduous duty, this
had been the return; and forgetting that no ill-treatment on
the part of one’s country can excuse the desertion of her by
a true patriot, he threw up his commission, and entered the
naval service of Mexico. In this new situation, he continued
until 1829, receiving an annual salary of twenty-five thousand
dollars, and holding the rank of commander-in-chief over all
the armed forces of the republic.

Little now remains to be told. The elevation of General
Jackson to the Presidency of the United States opened a way
for the return of Porter to his native land. The new
executive had himself, when engaged in the Creek war, com-












JOHNSTON BLAKELEY.

TaE melancholy fate of Blakeley, who was lost at sea in
the Wasp, with all his crew, in the autumn of 1814, will
long keep his memory sacred among Americans. A gallant
and efficient officer, his untimely fate can never be sufficiently
regretted.

Johnston Blakeley was born near the village of Seaford, in
the county of Down, Ireland, in the month of October, 1781.
At the age of two, he accompanied his parents, who emi-
grated to the United States, then just acknowledged to be an
independent nation. After residing in Philadelphisa for a few
months, the elder Blakeley removed to Charleston, South
Carolina, with the intention of embarking in business.

Subsequently, however, he established himself at Wilming-
- 449
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nothing eventful. He devoted himself, however, assiduously
1o his profession; the more so because, having no relatives
in the United States, the service was emphatically to him
country, family, and home. His aspirations for eminence
.were incessant. The few private letters of his which- have
been preserved, and which picture his feelings during this
period, represent him as eager for the day to arrive when he
should attain a command by which he might achieve some-
:hing worthy of his name. - “I hope the last Blakeley who
«exists,” he says, “will lay down his life ere he tarnish the
xeputation of those who have gone before him. - My father’s
memory is very dear to me, and I trust his son will never
‘cast a reproach on it.” When the war of 1812 broke out,
Blakeley, then a lieutenant, received the command of the
Jnterprise. Her station was on the eastern coast, where she
.was kept actively employed in driving off the small priva-
teers, which were sent out of the adjacent English ports
.oontinually. In August, 1813, the Enterprise captured the
.Fly privateer. It was Blakeley’s ambition, however, to
.meet a British man-of-war of the size of his own vessel ; but
-a8 this seemed impossible while he remained in the Enter
-prise, he was not sorry to be transferred from . her, and
.appainted to the Wasp, a new sloop then building. Simulte-
neously with this change, he was promoted to the rank of
misster and commander.

Blakeley, however, had scarcely left his old schooner, when
the. British ‘armed brig, the Boxer, appeared off the coast,
- -and the battle ensued in which the heroic Burrows, who had
succeeded him in the command, paid for victery with life.
Fatal as was the triumph to Burrows, it would seem that
Blakeley envied him notwithstanding. In a letter, written
in January, 1814, he says, “I shall ever view as one of the
most unfortunate events of my life, having quitted the
Enterprise at the moment I did. Had I remained in her
a fortnight longer, my name might have been classed with
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the hero gives this simple narrative of the affair. “ After a
protracted and tedious stay at L'Orient, we had at last the
pleasure of leaving that place, on Saturday, the 27th of
August. On the 30th, we captured the British brig Lettice,
Henry Cockburn, master; and on the 81st of August, the
British brig Bon Accord, Adam Durno, master. In the
morning of the 1st of September, we discovered a convoy of
ten sail to leeward, in charge of the Armada seventy-four,
and a bomb-ship; stood for them, and succeeded in cutting
out the British brig Mary, John D. Allen, master, laden
with brass cannon, taken from the Spaniards, iron cannon
and military stores from Gibraltar to England: removed the
prisoners, set her on fire, and endeavoured to capture
another of the convoy, but was chased off by the Armada.
On the evening of the same day, at half-past six, while going
free, discovered four vessels, nearly at the same time, two on
the starboard, and two on the larboard bow, being the farthest
to windward. At seven, the chase, a brig, commenced
making signals, with flags, which could not be distin-
guished, for want of light, and soon after made various ones,
with lanterns, rockets, and guns. At twenty-nine minutes
after nine, having the chase under our lee-bow, the. thir
teen-pound carronade was directed to be fired into him,
which he returned; ran under his lee-bow to prevent his
escaping, and commenced the action. At ten o'clock,
believing the enemy to be silenced, orders were given to
cease firing, when I hailed, and asked if he had surrendered.
No answer being given to this, and his firing having recom-
menced, it was again returned. At twelve minutes after
ten, the enemy having suffered greatly, and having made
no return to our last two broadsides, I hailed him the
second time, to know if he had surrendered, when he
answered in the affirmative. The guns were then ordered
to be secured, and the boat lowered to take possession. In
the act of lowering the boat, a second brig was discovered a
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. This surmise of Blakeley proved correct. The vessel
captured by the Wasp was the Avon, of eighteen guns,
Captain Arbuthnot; and she was so much injured by the
battle, that she sunk, her crew being with difficulty saved
by her consort, the Castilian eighteen. The last boat from
the Avon with the wounded was still halfway from the
Castilian, when the former went down, head foremost. The
loss to the: British ship was nine killed and thirty-three
wounded, among the latter being her seeond lieutenant, who
received a mortal hurt early in the action. The Wasp,
having made her escape from the squadron, after this
gallant action, held on her course, and, on the 12th of
September, captured the brig Three Brothers, and scuttled
her. Two days subsequently, she took another brig, the
Bacchus, scuttling her also. On the 21st, she captured the
brig Atlanta, of eight guns; and the prize was a valuable
one: she was despatched to America, under charge of Mr.
Geisinger, one of the midshipmen of the Wasp. From that
time, nothing was heard of the brave Blakeley, or his vessel,
for many months; and conjecture was already speculating
mournfully upon his fate, when it was ascertained that he
had been spoken, nearly three weeks later, by a Swedish
brig, bound from Rio Janeiro to Falmouth, England. This,
however, proved the last intelligence that was ever heard of
him. The gallant Wasp, with all on board of her, probably
perished in a gale.

Thus terminated a highly successful cruise: thus perished
many brave seamen and their leader. Though less than
four months at sea, the Wasp had captured thirteen mer-
chantmen, valued, with their cargoes, at a million of dollars.
The sloop herself was one of the finest in the navy. Her
crew were mostly young men, inspired by a laudable ambi-
tion, and emulating the bravery combined with discretion
which so eminently distinguished their commander.

Blakeley had been married, in December, 1813, to Miss
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LEWIS WARRINGTON.

THE capture of the Epervier, by the Peacock, was deemed
by Congress worthy of & gold medal; and accordingly this
coveted honour was hestowed on Lewis Warrington, the
captain of the Peacock and the hero of the victory.

" Warrington was born in Williamsburg, not far from the city
of Norfolk, Va., on the 3d of November, 1782. At an early
dge he began his academic career, which he finished with
honour at William and Mary College, in his native State, in
his seventeenth year. Though fond of study, possessed of a
retentive memory, and gifted with excellent abilities, in a
word, qualified in every way to succeed in a learned pro-
fession, his views, from his earliest boyhood, pointed, not to
the law, or politics, but the navy. Accordingly, in January,
1800, he obtained & warrant as midshipman, and entered on
his first cruise.

He served, for a time, on board the Chesapeake thirty-
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appointed to command a gun-boat at Norfolk, where Decatur
was then stationed. It is almost impossible to conceive &
gituation more injurious to a young officer than the com-
mand of one of these paltry vessels. The impossibility of
acquiring distinction, the temptation to habits of idleness,
and the danger of contamination to the principles and
manners were such as destroyed many of the most promising
young officers at that time in the navy. Warrington, how-
ever, resisted the tendencies around him. His old love of
study and the excellent associations he had formed in youth
protected him where others succumbed, and he came out of
the ordeal, tried and approved. He remained in the gun-
boat service until February, 1809, when he was again
ordered to the Siren, as first lieutenant. In this vessel,
which carried out despatches, he visited France. On coming
back to the United States, he was ordered to the Essex
thirty-two, in which frigate he cruised as first lieutenant for
some months on the American coast, after which he visited
Europe, the Essex being again sent thither with despatches.
In 1812, he returned to the United States, when Captain
Smith, of the Essex, having been appointed to the Congress
thirty-eight, that officer solicited as a favour that lieutenant
Warrington might be allowed to accompany him. The
request was complied with, and Warrington followed Smith
to the Congress. .

- The war with England had just been declared. The Con-
gress was one of the squadron lying at New York, under the
.eommand of Commodore Rodgers, and immediately put to sea,
under that officer, in pursuit of the homeward bound British
West India fleet. The unfortunate nature of this cruise is
well known. Though Rodgers, during fourteen days, passed
and repassed the British merchant-fleet continually, the fog
was so thick, that his own vessels could not distinguish each
other a quarter of a mile distant, much less discern the
enemy. After sweeping the Atlantic, from New York
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almost to the Cape de Verd, and thence to the chops of-
the British Channel, the American squadron returned to
port, having failed entirely of the great prize of which they
had been in pursuit. A few merchant-vessels were cap-
tured, but no men-of-war. Warrington continued in the
Congress, with Captain Smith, until March, 1813, when he
was transferred to the United States, as first lieutenant,
under Decatur. In July of the same year, he was promoted
to the rank of master-commandant, at the particular recom-
mendation of Decatur. Shortly after, he received the com-

mand of the Peacock eighteen; and now the career of glory
opened at last fairly before him !

The Peacock went to sea from New York, in Mamh,
1814, and proceeded to the southward, as far as the Great
Isaacs, cruising in that vicinity and along the Florida shore,
to Cape Carnaveral. For some time, no vessels of the
enemy were seen. But on the 29th of April, in latitude
27° 47" N., and longitude 80° 9’ W., several strange sail
were discovered, which, on & nearer approach, proved to be
two merchantmen under convoy of & British brig-of-war.
The former, immediately on detecting the Peacock, hauled
up to the east-north-east, while the man-of-war edged
gallantly away for the American ship. It was not long
before the two veseels, both anxious for the combat, were
alongside of each other. A close and spirited action im-
stantly began. At the first broadside of the enemy, the
Peacock received a couple of thirty-two pound shot in the
quarter of her fore-yard, which, rendering her head-sails
nearly useless, prevented manceuvring on her part, com-
pelled her to fight running large, and reduced the struggle
to one of skill in gunnery and weight of* metal. Notwithy
standing these disadvantages, however, the American ship,
in about forty-two minutes, compelled her adversary to
strike. The prize proved to be the brig Epervier, a vessel
somewhat inferior to the Peacock. The weight of broadside
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in favour of the latter was, however, comparatively slight,
being only twenty pounds. But the difference in the
damage sustained by the two vessels was very considerable,
and altogether disproportionate to this disparity; for while
the Epervier was hulled forty-five times, and lost twenty-six
men, killed and wounded, the Peacock was not hulled by a
single round-shot, and had not a man killed, and but two
wounded. In an hour after the battle ‘was over, the
American ship was ready for action again.

- The official letter of Warrington, communicating intelli.
gence of this victory to the department, is modest and
pperspicuous. It is dated on the day of the battle, a few
hours after the conflict. He writes :—*“I have the honour
¢o inform you that we have this morning captured, after an
action of forty-two minutes, his Britannic Majesty’s brig
Epervier, rating and mounting eighteen thirty-two pound
carronades, with one hundred and twenty-eight men, of
whom eleven were killed, and fifteen wounded, according to
‘the best information we could obtain; among the latter is
‘her first lieutenant, who has lost an arm, and received a
_eevere splinter-wound in the hip. Not & man in the Peacock
'was killed, and only two wounded, neither dangerously.
The fate of the Epervier would have been decided in much
less time, but for the circumstance of our fore-yard having
‘been totally disabled by two round-shot in the starboard-
‘quarter from her first broadside, which entirely deprived us
of the use of our fore-topsails, and compelled us to keep the
ship large throughout the remainder of the action. This,
with a few topmast and topgallant backstays cut away, and
8 few shot through our sails, is the only injury the Peacock
has sustained. Not a round-shot touched our hull, and our
masts and spars are as sound as ever. When the enemy
struck, he had five feet water in his hold; his maintopmast
was over the side; his mainboom shot away; his foremast
-cut nearly in two, and tottering; his fore-rigging and stays
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gaining the Straits of Sunda, captured several vessels of the
enemy, one of them an armed brig of fourteen guns. From
this latter ship, Warrington learned of the declaration of
peace, on which he returned to the United States, where he
arrived in November, 1816. During the time he was in
command of the Peacock, he captured nineteen of the
enemy’s vessels. s

After the cessation of hostilities, Warrington passed a
comparatively quiet and uneventful life. He served on
several stations, and wore his broad pennant; but no oppor-
tunities for glory arose afterwards in his career.

Warrington died, at Washington city, Oct. 12th,1851.
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than that from which Perry had saved her the autumn’
before.

Macdonough was born in Newecastle county, Delaware, in
the month of December, 1783. His father had been a
physician, subsequently a major in the continental line, and
afterwards a judge of his native State; and dying in 1795,
when our hero was still a youth, left a large family compara-
tively unprovided for. The influence of some friends pro-
cured for young Macdonough, however, a midshipman’s
warrant, thus giving him a start in life; and this was all he
needed. He soon vindicated for himself, even among the
gallant spirits by whom the navy was then filled, a high
reputation for courage, skill, and industry. Everywhere he
began to be spoken of as a young officer of great promise,
who required only a fitting opportunity to distinguish himself
signally. Being in the Mediterranean, accordingly, when it
was resolved to burn the Philadelphia, Decatur paid him
the compliment of selecting him as one of the midshipmen
to accompany the expedition: and the result was that he
shared in the merited glory of that enterprise. Throughout
the hazardous voyage of the Intrepid into the harbour;
throughout the exciting moments when the Philadelphia
was fired; and throughout the perilous period that followed
during the escape of the ketch, while the balls from the
batteries were falling all around, the grave composure of
Macdonough awakened general admiration, and gave an
earnest of the calm heroism which, at a later day, made the
flag of England sink before him at the battle of Champlain.

Not long after the destruction of the Philadelphia, Mao-
donough was at Syracuse, and one evening, being on shore,
walked out alone. Robberies and assassinations were fre-
quent after dusk, and the young officer suddenly found
himself set upon, on this occasion, by three desperadoes.
Placing his back against a wall, he soon had the good fortune
to wound two. The third now took to flight. Macdonough,
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‘that he would take the man by force, and said he would
haul the frigate alongside the Siren for that purpose. To
this Macdonough replied, that ¢ he supposed his ship could
gink the Siren, but, as long as she could swim, he should
keep the man’ The English captain said to Macdonough,
‘You are a very young man, and a very indiscreet young
man. Suppose I had been in the boat: what would you have
done? ‘I would have taken the man, or lost my life.’
¢ What, sir! would you attempt to stop me, if I were now to
attempt to impress men from that brig? ¢I would; and to
convince yourself I would, you have only to make the attempt.’
On this, the Englishman went on board his ship, and shortly
afterwards was seen making in the direction of the American
merchant-brig. Macdonough ordered his boat manned and
armed, got into her himself, and was in readiness for pursuit.
The Englishman took a circuit round the American brig,
and returned again to the frigate. When Captain Smith
came on board, he justified the conduct of Macdonough, and

_declared his intention to protect the American seaman.”

Fortunately, the affair passed off without further difficulty.
The anecdote illustrates not only the intrepidity of Mac-
donough, but the insolence with which American merchant-

—ships were treated by British men-of-war.

Nothing calling for particular mention occurred in Mac-
donough’s career from this period up to the war of 1812.
When that event took place, the elder officers were mostly
sent to sea; and nothing remained for the junior ones but
subordinate positions, unless they happened to be sent upon
the lakes. It was the good fortune of Macdonough to be
selected for the latter service. He was despatched to Lake
Champlain, an important post, since it was on the direct
route from Canada to the Hudson. For a time, however,
there was little prospect of distinction to be gained in this
quarter. The energies of the British were almost entirely
devoted to contesting the supremacy of Erie and Ontario, in
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.Sir George Prevost, the British leader, were computed at
0ot-less than twelve thousand. From the 7th to the 11th,
.the enemy were employed in bringing up their battering
drain, stores, and reinforcements. On the latter day, Sir
.George Prevost having resolved upon the assault, the English
squadron advanced to sustain it, by attacking the American
fleet, and thus laying open the flank of Macomb’s troops, for
defeat was regarded by the confident fos as impossible.
The battle, however, resulted in one of the most glorious
viotories ever gained by the American flag. The triumph
of Macdonough was complete. And not less conspicuous
than his heroism in the struggle was the modgsty with which
be announced his success to the Secretary of the Navy.
No biography of his life would be complete without this
characteristically laconic despatch, written on the night
after the battle. “The Almighty has been pleased,” it
says, “to grant us a signal victory on Lake Champlain, in
the capture of one frigate, one brig, and two sloops-of-war of
the enemy.” ,
. This memorable combat, so0 modestly announced, was, in
popular estimation, regarded as second only to Lake Erie; and
by competent naval critics, adjudged to be superior. The
enthusiasm with which its news was received throughout the
nation was unbounded. By a single decisive action, Mac-
. donough had frustrated the entire plan of the invasion; and
the country hastened to testify its gratitude for the act.
Congress voted the victor a gold medal and the thanks of
the nation. He was also raised to a post-captaincy, his title
as commodore having been merely by courtesy, and his real
rank not being above that of a lieutenant. The State of
New York bestowed on him a thousand acres of land, and
the cities of New York and Albany also presented him with
tracts. The legislature of Vermont purchased for him, with
delicate tact, an estate of two hundred acres on Cumberland
Head, overlooking the scene of his triumph.
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ROBERT HENLEY.

As second in command at the battle of Lake Champlain,
Robert Henley will always be remembered gratefully by
America. Though his bravery had been proved on pre-
ceding occasions, it was put to a test in that desperate and
decisive combat, which established it as of the true heroic
order.

- Henley was a Virginian by birth, and connected with the
family of Washington. His parents resided in James City
county, where, on the 5th of January, 1783, he first drew
breath. It was the orginal intention to educate him for the
profession of the law, but he displayed such an aversion to
this plan of life, and so manifestly preferred the naval service,
that his family, reluctantly yielding to his inclinations, pro-
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he never, for a moment, left his station. His gallant
behaviour attracted the particular notice of Truxtun, who,
when the action was over, pointing to him, exclaimed, “ That
stripling is destined to be a brave officer.” To have won
such praise, from such a source, when but a lad of seventeen,
stimulated Henley throughout his whole future career, and
in part secured him the renown which this commendation by
the commodore predicted. _

On his return to the United States, at the close of the
French war, Henley obtained leave of absence, and, repairing
to Williamsburgh, in his native State, attended there a course
of lectures on navigation and science. Not satisfied with a
reputation for courage, he was ambitious of shining in the more
intellectual walks of his profession. The government, aware
of his merit, soon appointed him to the command of a gun-boat
at Norfolk, with the rank of a lieutenant. This was, in his
case, 8 compliment; but he longed for more active service.
He continued, for several years, employed in this and similar’
situations, while others, more fortunate, were winning undying
laurels in the war with Tripoli. At last, the threatened
hostilities with Great Britain broke out, and Henley, who
had long desired an opportunity to distinguish himself, saw
in this event a-possibility of his wish being gratified. Nor
was he disappointed. In July, 1813, he was advanced to the
rank of master-commandant, and, in the following year,
having been appointed to command the brig Eagle, on Lake
Champlain, had the good fortune to be second in command-
in the eventful battle of the 11th of September, 1814.

For this decisive victory the credit of the nation was in-
debted, after Macdonough, to Henley. The Kagle was
placed at the head of the American line of battle, was the -
first vessel to open on the foe, and for a while received almost
the entire fire of the advancing fleet. Later in the action,
Henley’s brig was exposed to the fire of two of the enemy’s
principal vessels, and for so long a time that the springs on
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Indies. On his return from: this voyage, he was stationed in
North Carolina, where he remained several years. He was
next ordered to Charleston, South Carolina. But his life
was now drawing to a close. In 1829, he died in command
at his new post, lamented not less by the navy in general
than by his fellow citizens among whom he had but lately
removed.

The personal appearance of Henley was noble and com-
manding. In temperament he was sanguine and ardent ; his
character chivalrous; and in manners affable, frank, and
warm-hearted. He was as generous as brave; and though
quick to take offence, easy to be appeased. He was mag-
nanimous, he was hospitable, a devoted patriot, and the idol
of his crews.
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officers and crew endured. He continued &ctively employed
in the Nautilus for nearly two years, when he was removed
to the John Adams twenty-eight, with the rank of a lieu-
tenant.

On his return to the United States, which followed soon
after this promotion, Cassin obtained leave of absence from
the department, and embarked for the Pacific as master of
a merchant-ship. During this voyage he was captured by
the Spaniards, and detained a prisoner for nearly two years.
Reaching his native land at last, he was appointed to the
Chesapeake thirty-six, Captain Hull, in which vessel he
made several cruises. The moments of peace are not those,
however, in which a naval officer can distinguish himself,
and hence the life of Cassin for many years presented no
event worthy of our notice. He showed himself, however,
on all occasions, a competent seaman, a good officer, and a
brave man.

When, however, hostilities broke out between Great Bri-
tain and the United States, a new career opened to Cassin.
Appointed to the Ticonderogs, of seventeen guns, the third
vessel in size in the American squadron on Lake Champlain,
he participated prominently in the battle of the 11th of Sep-
tember, 1814, manceuvring and fighting his schooner with
the greatest skill and resolution. In the line of battle, as at
first formed, the Ticonderoga was third, the Eagle being first,
and the Saratoga second; but during the progress of the
action, this order became materially changed. At one period
of the struggle, the Ticonderoga was exposed, for some time,
. to a combined attack of the enemy’s galleys. This happened
affer the Preble, of seven guns, which originally brought up
the rear of the line, had been driven out of the action, and
compelled to anchor considerably in-shore, where she was of
no more service during the conflict. By this success on the
part of the British, the American rear became the weakest
part of the line, & circumstance which emboldened the
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enemy’s galleys to assail the Ticonderoga with the greatest
fury, hoping to compel her to imitate the Preble’s flight.

But the Ticonderoga was not only a vessel of far greater
size than the Preble, but had for her commander a hero who
was resolute to conquer or die. During the entire attack
upon his schooner, Cassin walked the taffrail, watching the
movements of the enemy’s galleys, and directing discharges
of bags of musket-balls and other light missiles on the assail-
ants. Showers of canister and grape rained around, yet he
maintained his exposed position notwithstanding, effectually
keeping the enemy at bay. Several times the English
galleys dashed up so close to the Ticonderoga, that scarcely
the length of a boat-hook intervened between them and the
schooner, and their crews, rising from the sweeps, stood up
in readiness to board; but the calm and steady eye of Cassin,
which detected the weakest points of the assailants, and the
resolute courage with which his men plied their missiles of
destruction under his orders, always repelled the British in
time. Every attempt of the enemy to carry the Ticonderogs
by boarding was thus frustrated, and the rear of the Amer:
can line preserved in consequence unbroken. But for this
successful defence of Cassin, the victory, notwithstanding the
heroic efforts of Macdonough and Henley, would have been
greatly endangered, and even probably lost.

The commodore, in his official despatches, noticed the
conduct of Cassin in handsome terms. He said: “The
Ticonderoga, Lieutenant Commandant Cassin, gallantly
sustained her full share of the action.” A higher compli-
ment still was the selection of Cassin, by Macdonough, to
carry the captured flags, and also the despatches desoribing the
victory, to Washington. Throughout the nation there wass
universal sentiment of admiration at the manner in which Cas-
gin had defended the rear of the American line, and wherever
the young officer appeared, both during his journey and after
wards, he was received with the utmost enthusiasmn. In the
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victorious squadron also, the deportment of Cassin and of his
brave crew was the theme of general remark. Congress, in
distributing the lanrels of triumph, did not forget the young
lieutenant, but presented him with a gold medal, similar to
those bestowed on Macdonough and Henley. He was also
promoted to the rank of master-commandant, his commission
being made to date from the day of the battle.

The loss of the Ticonderoga in the action was six killed
and six wounded. As her crew consisted of one hundred
and ten souls, she suffered relatively less than either the
Saratoga or the Eagle. The former, with a crew of two
hundred and twelve, had twenty-eight killed and twenty-
nine wounded; and the latter, with a crew of one hundred
and fifty, had thirteen killed and twenty wounded. This
comparative immunity of the Ticonderoga arose from the
fact that, instead of being under the fire of the batteries of
heavier ships, as the Eagle and Saratoga were, she was, for
most of the action, exposed only to the assaults of galleys.
Had the latter indeed succeeded in boarding her, the slaughter
would probably have surpassed that on board either of the
other ships;gand it is to the credit of Cassin that this was not
allowed to occur. The greater loss of men in the Saratoga
and Eagle is not therefore a proof that they were better
fought. Where all, moreover, behaved so well, it would be
invidious to draw distinctions.

After the declaration of peace, which ensued within the
six months following this victory, Cassin was, for some time,
unemployed. He subsequently was promoted, in due order,
to the rank of post-captain, and commanded at the Rhode
Teland station, at Newport. Afterwards, the navy-yard at
Washington was intrusted to him. At this post he remained
five years. His residence, when not employed, was in the
vicinity of the capital of the nation, where his amiable and
courteous deportment, united to the reputation he so nobly
won, drew about him a large circle of friends.
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was' constantly depreciating in value. Under such circum-
stances, most women, situated as Mrs. Stewart was, would
have despaired. But, possessing uncommon energy of charac-
ter, and a firm trust in the protecting mercy of Heaven, she
met the difficulties before her with a cheerful spirit, and, as
is ever the case in similar circumstances, triumphed signally
over them. She not only kept her family together, but gave
the children a good English education, and, what was still
better, trained them to habits of virtue, thrift, self-reliance,
and industry.

Her youngest child having early showed a predilection for
the sea, this admirable woman procured for him, when he was
about thirteen, a situation in the merchant-service, where,
profiting by her lessons, he rose steadily through the severale
grades, from the situation of a cabin-boy to the command of
an Indiaman. When he attained this last elevation he was
still under age. The breaking out of the war with France,
and the consequent opening for talent in the navy, directed
his attention, about this time, to the service of the United
States. Accordingly, he sought for and obtained a lieutenancy
in the navy. This was in March, 1798, when Stewart was
not quite twenty years of age. He soon after' joined the
frigate United States, Commodore Barry, which, in July of
the same year, went to sea on her first cruise. Some of the
most gallant spirits in the service were then on board the
United States; among others, Decatur, the future hero of
Tripoli. The frigate first cruised to the eastward, but after-
wards, in company with the Delaware twenty, and the Herald

eighteen, sailed for the West Indies, where she performed .
valuable service in protecting our commerce. During the
autumn, two privateers, the Sans Pareil sixteen, and Jaloux
fourteen, were captured, and sent in. But no opportunity
occurred by which the United States could measure herself
with a foe of equal prowess, and consequently Stewart was
deprived of the chance of distinction he so ardently desired.
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been impressed as an Englishman. “Then prove him an
‘Englishman,” said Stewart, “and I say no more: but you
cannot, while I can prove him to be an American.” The
interview here ended. But Seeley was surrendered, and en-
tered on board the Experiment.

On the 30th of September, soon after lea.vmg Prince
Rupert’s, and while cruising under the lee of the island of
Bermuda, Stewart discovered two sail in pursuit of him, with
English colours flying. The Experiment continued lying to,
with the British signal of the day flying, until the strangers
approached within gun-shot, when, finding one to be a brig-
of-war of eighteen guns, and the other a three-masted schoon-
er of fourteen guns, and that they would not answer the
gsignal, Stewart determined to retreat from such superior
force, and avail himself of any opportunity that might offer
for cutting off one of the vessels. It was soon discovered
that the Experiment could outsail either of the foe, and after
a fruitless chase of two hours, on the wind, the latter gave
up the pursuit, hoisted French colours, fired a gun of defiance
to windward, and kept off before the wind. The Experiment
being now satisfied of their character and force, manceuvred
to gain their wake to windward, and thus became the pur-
suerin turn. The brig was now about a league ahead of the
schooner, so that the latter was entirely in Stewart’s power.
Accordingly, he cleared for action, and closed with the foe by
running up on her weather-quarter, and giving her a broad-
gide. The attack was so vigorous that the enemy, unable to
resist it, almost immediately surrendered. Throwing Lieu-
tenant Porter into the prize, Stewart promptly made sail
after the brig: but the latter had, meantime, gained so much
that the Experiment could not overtake her. The captured
“schooner proved to be the Diana, Captain Peraudean, having
on board General Rigaud, with some invalid soldiers, and a
crew of sixty-five men. The prize was carried into St.
Kitts. This brilliant success was entirely owing to the bold-






CHARLES STEWART. 495

ment lying by her the whole of the next day, assisting in
repairing damages. She then proceeded on her cruise, while
Stewart returned to St. Kitts. The Experiment lost, in this
action, one man killed and a boy wounded, and received
considerable injury in her rigging.

Truxtun, who was now the senior officer in the West
Indies, shortly after ordered Stewart to proceed with a
convoy from Martinique to the island of St. Thomas, and
thence to Curacoa, to look for the United States brig Picker-
ing and frigate Insurgent, both of which were missing, and
supposed to be lost. Nothing, however, could be heard of
either of these vessels; the fears respecting them proved to
be true; both had foundered in the equinoctial gale, with a
store-ship under their care, and all on board the three vessels
had perished. Leaving Curacoa, after her fruitless search,
the Experiment proceeded towards Norfolk; but while stand-
ing in for the Mona passage, discovered a vessel in distress,
on the reef off Saona island. The wreck proved to be filled
with fugitives, flying from the siege of St. Domingo, as we
have already narrated in our sketch of Porter. After con-
ducting the survivors to St. Domingo, the Experiment pro-
ceeded to Norfolk, where, the war being now over, the
schooner was sold out of the service. In the re-organization
of the navy, which now ensued, Stewart was one of the
thirty-six lieutenants retained. Nor was he suffered to remain
unemployed. Almost immediately on landing he was placed
in charge of the frigate Chesapeake, then lying in ordinary,
at Norfolk, in which capacity he remained until the spring
of 1802.

In March of this year, the Constellation, Captain Murray,
being about to sail for the Mediterranean, in order to take
part in the war against Tripoli, Stewart was ordered to join
her in the capacity of first lieutenant. The cruise was a
ghort and uneventful one. In the early part of 1803 the
Constellation returned to the United States, when Stewart
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followed, he gained successively new laurels. Nor did go-
vernment suffer his services to go unrewarded. For his
conduct during the blockade, he was promoted to the rank
of master<commandant, and removed from the Siren to the
frigate Essex. In this vessel, after the conclusion of the
Tripolitan ‘war, he proceeded, with the squadron under
Commodore Rodgers, to Tunis, there to check a rising disposi-
tion in that power to begin hostilities on the United States.
A council having been called on board the commodore’s ship,
at which the principal officers of the fleet were invited, the
opinion of Stewart was adopted, and, as a consequence, peace
preserved. It is said that when the despatches of this affair
reached the United States, and the advice of Stewart became
known, Mr. Jefferson expressed publicly his satisfaction that
the service possessed an officer who united to personal
skill and bravery such a thorough knowledge of international
law and of the policy of his government. The difficulty with
Tunis being adjusted, Stewart took command of the Constel-
lation and returned to the United States.

On the 22d of April, 1806, Stewart received his long-
coveted commission of post-captain. In the natural sequence
of seniority, he would have attained this rank before Decatur,
had not the latter, by his destruction of the Philadelphia,
leaped over all intermediate grades. To the honour of
Stewart, he never complained, though thus supplanted: he
only regretted the absence of opportunities to achieve some
deed similar to -Decatur’s. During 1806, and the following
year, Stewart was employed at New York, in superintending
the construction of gun-boats. When this duty terminated, as
no other command offered, he solicited a furlough, to enable
him to engage in the mercantile marine; and, during several
following years, made numerous voyages to the East Indies,
the Mediterranean, and the Adriatic. In this partial deser-
tion of the service, during a period of inactivity and peace,
Stewart had at that day many imitators, though the prece-
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dnd, before three hours, was safely moored between forts
Norfolk and Nelson. Here she remained for some time, and,
when the enemy attacked Craney Island, contributed ma-
terially to his repulse, and thus assisted to save Norfolk and
its dependencies from pillage and burning.

- Btewart, though foiled in this attempt to get to sea, was
more successful in the following year. In the summer of
1813, he was appointed to the Constitution, then undergoing
repairs at Boston.- In December he sailed. The cruise,
however, was not marked by any brilliant event. He first
‘shaped his course for the coasts of Georgia and South
Carolina, from whence he proceeded to the vicinity of the
Bermuda Islands. In the course of his voyage, he destroyed,
however, a brig of sixteen guns, the Picton; a merchant-ship
of ten guns; the brig Catharine; and the schooner Pheenix.
He also chased several British ships of war. In the Mona
paseage, he met the frigate La Pique, and endeavoured to
overtake her, but did not succeed, in consequence of the worn-
out condition of the Constitution’s sails. This failure deter-
mined him to return to Boston, in order toreplace his old canvas
with new. Accordingly, he shaped his course for the North.
Baut, before he reached his port, he fell in with the British
frigates the Junon and La Nymphe, each of fifty guns,
gailing in company. The enemy immediately gave chase,
and for some time the result was doubtful. Stewart, finding
himself hard pressed, threw overboard the provisions and
started the water. Yet still the enemy gained on him. One
of the frigates was already within three miles. But at this
point, a lucky change took place. The breeze favoured the
Constitution: she slowly drew ahead; and once more the
enemy began to be at a safe distance. Finally, the good
fortune which had always attended the Constitution re-
turned to her, and, in the end, she escaped from her two
adversaries, and arrived safely at Marblehead, in Massachu-
setts. This was in April, 1813. Soon after, Stewart took
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escape. The Constitution, however, after manning her prize,
pursued the flying vessel, and, after a chase of half an ho&',
overtook and captured her also. The prizes proved to be
the Cyane, mounting thirty-four guns, with a crew of one
hundred and sixty-eight persons; and the Levant, carrying
twenty-one guns, with a crew of one hundred and sixty
persons. The two British vessels lost, together, thirty-five
killed and forty-two wounded. The Constitution lost but
three killed, and had only twelve wounded. This brilliant
victory was announced to the Secretary of the Navy in a
modest letter, accompanied by the following minutes of the
action.

“ Commences with light breezes from the east, and cloudy
weather. At one P. X, discovered a sail two points on the
larboard bow—hauled up, and made sail in chase. At a
quarter past one, made the sail to be a ship; at three-quarters
past one, discovered another sail ahead; made them out, at
two, to be both ships, standing close-hauled, with their
starboard tacks on board; at four, the weathermost ship
made signals, and bore up for her consort, then about ten
miles to leeward; we bore up after her, and set lower top-
mast, top-gallant and royal studding-sails, in chase; at half
past four, carried away our main royal-mast; took in the
sails, and got another prepared. At five, commenced firing
on the chase from our two larboard-bow guns; our shot
falling short, ceased firing: at half-past five, finding it impos-
sible to prevent their junction, cleared ship for action, then
about four miles from the two ships; and forty minutes past
five, they passed within hail of each other, and hauled by
the wind on the starboard tack, hauled up their courses, and
prepared to receive us: at forty-five minutes past five, they
made all sail close hauled by the wind, in hopes of getting
to windward of us; at fifty-five minutes past five, finding
themselves disappointed in their object, and we were closing
with them fast, they shortened sail, and formed on & line of
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ind, about half a cable’s length of each other; at six,
ﬁnving them under command of our battery, hoisted our
colours, which was answered by both ships hoisting English
ensigns; at five minutes past six, ranged up on the starboard
gide of the sternmost ship, about three hundred yards distant,
and commenced the action by broadsides, both ships return-
ing our fire with great spirit for about fifteen minutes; then
the fire of the enemy beginning to slacken, and the great
column of smoke collected under our lee, induced us to cease
our fire to ascertain their positions and conditions: in about
three minutes, the smoke clearing away, we found ourselves
abreast of the headmost ship; the sternmost ship luffed up
for our larboard quarter; we poured a broadside into the
headmost ship, and then braced aback our main and mizzen
- topsails, and backed astern under cover of the smoke, abreast
the sternmost ship, when the action was continued with
spirit and considerable effect, until thirty-five minutes past
gix, when the enemy's fire again slackened, and we discover-
ed the headmost bearing up; filled our topsails, shot ahead,
and gave her two stern rakes; we then discovered the stern-
most ship wearing also; wore ship immediately after her,
and- gave her a stern rake—she luffed to on our starboard
bows, and gave us her larboard broadside: we ranged up on
her larboard quarter within hail, and were about to give her
our starboard broadside, when she struck her colours, fired a
~ lee gun, and yielded. At fifty minutes past gix, took possee-
sion of his majesty’s ship Cyane, Captain Gordon Falcon,
mounting thirty-four guns. At eight, filled away after het
consort, which was still in sight to leeward. At half-past
eight, found her standing towards us, with her starboard tacks
close hauled, with topgallant sails set, and colours flying.
At five minutes past eight, ranged close alongside to wind-
‘ward of her, on opposite tacks, and exchanged broadsides—
‘wore immediately under her stern, and raked her with a
broadside: she then crowded all sail, and endeavoured to
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escape by running: hauled on board our tacks, set spanker,
and flying-jib in chase. At half-past nine, commenced firifig
on her from our starboard-bow chaser; gave her several shot,
which cut her spars and rigging considerably. At ten, find-
ing she could not escape, fired a gun, struck her colours, and
yielded. We immediately took possession of his majesty’s
ship Levant, Honourable Captain George Douglass, mounting
twenty-one guns. At one A.M., the damages of our rigging
were repaired, sails shifted, and the ship in fighting condi-
tion.”

. For a night combat, the execution on both sides was
unusual in this battle. The manner in which Stewart
handled his ship during the action excited the admiration
even of his enemies; for when a single vessel engages two
others, only the most skilful manceuvring can prevent her
being raked. In this action, however, the Constitution not
only avoided this danger, but actually raked both her antago-
nists. The manner in which she backed and filled through
the smoke, forcing her two opponents down to leeward, when
they were endeavouring to cross her stern or forefoot, has
been pronounced, by a high naval authority, one of the most
brilliant feats of seamanship on record. But it was not
merely the skill of the victorious commander which is to be
commended : the bravery of the men was signally exhibited;
indeed, never before or since have American seamen distin-
guished themselves more honourably. A contemporary his-
torian says: “The crew of the Constitution were all native-
born, and as docile and obedient to the ordinary discipline
of the service as they were intrepid in action. It would be
easy’ to mention a number of anecdotes of the heroic character
of our common sailors. There are two, in this action, that
are particularly striking. A man, by the name of Tobias
Fernall, of Portsmouth, had his arm shattered by a ball:
after the surgeon had amputated it, when he had taken up
the arteries, and before the dressing was completed, the
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went through a boat in which two tigers were chained, and
lodged in the head of & spar in the chains. In the action of
the Guerriere, the Constitution was hulled three times; in
that of the Java, four times; and in this engagement, thir-
teen times. The British ships were fully officered, and
manned with picked men.”

Stewart proceeded to Port Praya, with his two prizes,
arriving on the 10th of March. A vessel was immediately
engaged as a cartel, and about a hundred of the prisoners
landed, the same day, in order that they might assist to fit
her for sea. The ensuing morning, preparations were
resumed with vigour, but, about noon, a large sail was sud.
denly discovered, louring above the fog that covered the
barbour seaward. A few minutes after, two additional sail
were seen, evidently heavy men-of-war. As there was every
probability that the strangers were KEnglishmen, and as
Stewart well knew that they would not respect a neutral
port, he immediately ordered the cables to be cut, signalled
the prizes to follow, and stood out to sea. In fourteen
minutes after the first sail was seen, the little squadron was
under way, the Constitution leading, under her three topsails.
The American frigate, in going out, passed about gun-shot
to windward of the British fleet. Meantime, the prisoners
on shore, rushing to the Portugese battery commanding the
port, forcibly took possession of the guns, and opened  fire
on the retreating squadron. Simultaneously, the English
vessels, perceiving three ships leaving the harbour so uncere-
moniously, divined the true state of affairs, and tacking, made
all sail in 'chase. The Constitution, as soon as she cleared
the land, crossed topgallant-yards, boarded her tacks, and
set every thing that would draw. The chase now became
animated to the last degree, but Stewart finally escaped,
with the loss only of the Levant.

Stewart, after his escape, proceeded with the Constitution
to Maranham, in Brazil, where he landed his prisoners, and
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oonduct in the Mediterranean had been so judicious, however,
that the government, wishing & competent person to- com-
mand in the Pacific, tendered him the charge of the fleet
destined for that ocean. The Franklin was accerdingly re-
fitted, and, in 1821, Stewart sailed in her for his new desti-
nation. The disordered condition of South America, then
torn by civil wars, rendered this command, as had been
foreseen, equally important and delicate. It was not always
easy to protect our commerce without involving the flag, or
to preserve neutrality without offending covetous traders.
Stewart, however, brought his usual ability to bear on his new
situation, and, though met continually by unforeseen diffi-
oulties, triumphed in the end over all. It became necessary,
occasionally, in the execution of his duty, to give offence to
many persons: and though Stewart managed with the utmost

_ prudence consistent with justice, he made enemies necessarily.
Malignant representations found their way to the United
States; and, on ‘his return, he was arrested and summoned
before a court-martial. His trial, however, resulted in a
triumphant acquittal. On his arrival in Philadelphia, after
safely passing this ordeal, he was received enthusiastically,
and a public dinner given to him, by the citizens, in appro-
bation of his conduct in the Pacific.

His services, since that period, have been confined to the
shore, except for a short period in 1837, when he carried
from Philadelphia to Norfolk the line-of-battle ship Pennsyl-
vanisa, the largest man-of-war ever built in the United States.
He has, more than once, commanded at the Philadelphia
Navy Yard, has been a member of the Board of Navy Com-
missioners, and has served on numerous court-martials.
When not in active employment, his time is spent on his
farm, near Bordentown, N.J. On one occasion, his name
was seriously proposed as a candidate for the Presidency;
and had he been taken up, it is more than probable he would
have been elected. Nor could any man, perhaps, have been
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taken from the navy better qualified to assume the executive
chair. The career of Stewart, at every stage, exhibits
higher qualities than those of mere seamanship—qualities of
intellect and character that are the true sa.feguards of a
nation, when possessed by its head.

In youth, Stewart was eminently prepossessing in appear-
ance. His hair was of a chestnut-colour; his eyes blue; his
countenance bold and heroic in expression; his figure well
proportioned; and his carriage erect, dignified, and command.
ing. His mind is vigorous and well-disciplined. In courage
he has never been surpassed. His bravery, however, is less
impetuous than that of Decatur, and more under the control
of his judgment: it is the calm courage of the son of the
North, rather than the impulsive heroism of the child of the
South, His purposes, when once formed, are, as a conse-
quence of this cast of character, inflexible. Fortunately, his
passions are perfectly under his control, and his actions are
ever regulated by a consummate judgment: in & word, he
is a8 just as he is firm, and as wise as he is brave.






JAMES BIDDLE.

Tms celebrated officer was one of the few naval com-
manders who have combined accurate seamanship with the
acquirements of the scholar. Brave as the bravest, he was
yet accomplished with the most accomplished. It was his
good fortune, also, to participate in some of the most import-
ant naval affairs of his day.

James Biddle was born at Phila.delphia, on the 18th of
February, 1783, of a family conspicuous, both then and
since, in the annals of the country. His education was
received at the University of Pennsylvania. In his eighteenth
year he sought and obtained a midshipman’s warrant in the
navy of the United States; and in September, 1800, made
his first voyage, on board the frigate President, then belonging
to the West India Station. The cruise, however, was of
short duration. Without having met an enemy, the Presi-
dent returned to port early in 1801. Immediately afterwards,
the war with France having been terminated, the navy was
reduced to a peace establishment.

Biddle, however, was retained on the list of midshipmen,
and, in 1802, was ordered to the Constenaﬁor;,lacaptain
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pately the latter had slipped into his boot gold to the amount
of twenty dollars, and this escaped the search of the robbers
The captives were then carried on shore, and, amid the
" hootings of the rabble, conducted to the bashaw’s palace.
Here they remained for hours, ignorant of the fate of their
companions, and tortured by questions. At last, however,
Bainbridge, with his remaining officers &nd crew, was brought,
with many tokens of popular insult, into the presence of
the bashaw, and having been interrogated awhile, the whole
were thrust into a prison hastily prepared for their reception.
In another place we have dwelt upon the horrors of that
prolonged captivity. Pent up in close confinement, gradually
deprived of their first hopes of a speedy release, and often
threatened with death by the angry bashaw, it is a wonder
that the health and spirits of the American prisoners did
not give way. But crew and officers alike preserved their
fortitude. The latter happily were confined together, and
thus mutually deriving strength from each other, maintained
almost a haughty port in the presence of their tyrant. Their
cheerfulness amazed their jailers. The composed air with
which they received the threats of the bashaw moved even
the stoical Mohammedans. When the cannon of the Ameri-
‘can fleet, during Preble’s famous assault, shook the solid
walls of Tripoli, the kindling eye of the prisoners, and their
scarcely suppressed hurrahs, half enraged, and yet appalled
the Turks. Throughout the whole of this protracted
captivity, Biddle bore himself with noble equanimity. His
fortitude was surpassed by none, while his sacrifices exceeded
those of . many. The delay in his release having induced hia
family to take steps for his private ransom, he declared, as
soon as he became acquainted with it, that he would remain
to share the fate of his fellow-captives. Not until his country
should entirely abandon him, he said, would he resort to
other means to obtain his release. '
At last, after an imprison?fnt of nineteen months, the
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bearer of despatches to our minister in France. Biddle was
fortunate in his visit to Paris. The period was one memor-
able even in a memorable age. Napoleon was at the height
of his career; the French capital was the centre of European
attraction; and, in the very vortex of this glory and
splendour, the young officer remained nearly four months.
It was a scene never to be forgotten. Yet, in a little more
than two years, all that pomp and power had departed ; the
emperor was discrowned and in exile; and foreign soldiers
filled the proud streets, which but now glittered with a
hundred thousand French bayonets.

Scarcely had Biddle reached the United States, on his
return, when war was declared with Great Britain. Having
no appointment to any vessel, he determined to volunteer.
For this purpose he repaired to New York, intending to offer -
himself to Commodore Rodgers; but when he reached his
destination, he found that the commodore had sailed a few
hours before. He then .sought to accompany Porter, who
was about to sail in the Essex. But unfortunately for his
dreams of distinction, Biddle was senior to any of Porter’s
lieutenants, and these naturally objected to receiving an
officer on board who would outrank them. Yet the ardent
young lieutenant was unwilling still to surrender his pursuit.
Hurrying to Washington, he solicited of the secretary of the
navy an order to join the first frigate that should arrive in
port; but, as these all had their full complement of officers,
the application necessarily failed. Disappointed at every
turn, Biddle went back to Philadelphia. But here, to his
joy, he found the sloop-of-war Wasp, Captain Jones, which
had just arrived with despatches from France, and which
was without her full complement of officers. He lost no
time, but procured an order at once to join her as first
lieutenant.

The eagerness which Biddle had displayed to be employed,
—an eagerness conspicuous even in that day of ardent young
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number was. But Decatur, the senior officer of the Ameri-
can squadron, declined to permit Biddle engaging on these
terms, as the British evidehtly intended to man the Loup
Cervier with a picked crew, an example which it would be
both impossible and illegal for the Americans to imitate.
He authorized Biddle, however, to fight the Loup Cervier
under & pledge that no additions should be made to the
crew of either vessel. Accordingly, Biddle notified his
challenger of these terms, and, in addition, agreed to reduce
the armament of the Hornet to eighteen guns, which was
understood to be the force of the Loup Cervier. No answer
was ever returned to this proposal. The day after Biddle
despatched his letter, the British sloop-of-war left the vicinity,
and did not return during the war.

In November, 1814, permission was granted by the
department for the Hornet to leave New London, if she
could make good her escape; for hitherto she had been
detained in that harbour to assist in defence of the frigates
moored higher up the Thames. Accordingly, on the night
of the 18th, Biddle, having placed his ship in her best trim
for sailing, eluded tRe British squadron, and safely made his
way to New York. He was immediately attached to the
squadron then fitting out under Decatur, destined to cruise
in the East Indies. The President went to sea, with the
commodore, on the 14th of January, 1815, leaving the
Hornet and Peacock to bring out the store-ship subsequently,
when she should be ready. The President, being pursued
by the entire British fleet, and having sustained an injury
in crossing the bar, was captured. The three remaining
vessels went to sea in & gale of wind, on the 23d of January.
Three days after, the Hornet separated from her consorts, to
give chase to a strange sail, which, however, proved to be a
neutral. She then held her course for the Istand of Tristan
d’Acunha, which had been appointed as & rendezvous for
the squadron.
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Here, at last, Biddle found the opportunity which he had
80 long desired. On the morning of the 23d of March, as he
was about to anchor off the north end of the island, a sail
was descried to the southward and eastward, which was
almost immediately pronounced to be the foe. Once before,
Biddle had met an enemy, but he was then in the position
of a subordinate : now he was about to encounter one in a
vessel commanded by himself; and his heart beat high in
consequence. Yet, in his official letter describing the battle
that ensued, there is no evidence of this proud exultation;
but only a plain narration of facts, such as a brave but
modest man might be expected to give. We cannot better
do justice to Biddle, indeed, than by allowing him to tell his
own tale. “I have the honour to inform you,” he says,
addressing Decatur, to whom, as commander of the squadron,
he was bound to report, “that on the morning of the 23d
instant, at half-past ten, when about to anchor off the north
end of the island of Tristan d’Acunha, a sail was seen to the
southward and eastward, steering to the westward, the wind
fresh from S.S. W. In a few minutes, she had passed on to
the westward so far that we could not #e her for the land.
I immediately made sail for the westward, and, shortly after
getting in sight of her again perceived her to bear up before
the wind. I hove to for him to come down to us. When
she had approached near, I filled the main-topsail, and
continued to yaw the ship, while she continued to come

down, wearing occasionally to prevent her passing under
~our stern. At forty minutes past onme P. M., being within
nearly musket-shot distance, she hauled her wind on the
starboard tack, hoisted English colours, and fired a gun.
We immediately luffed to, hoisted our ensign, and gave the
enemy a broadside. The action being thus commenced, a
quick and well-directed fire was kept up from this ship, the
enemy gradually drifting nearer to us, when, at fifty-five
minutes past one, he bore up, apparently to run us on board.
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As soon as I perceived he would certainly fall on board, I
called the boarders, 80 as to be ready to repel any attempt to
board us. At the instant every officer and man repaired to
the quarter-deck, when the two vessels were coming in con-
tact, and eagerly pressed me to permit them to board the
enemy ; but this I would not permit, as it was evident, from
_ the commencement of the action, that our fire was greatly
superior both in quickness and in effect. The enemy’s bow-
sprit came in between our main and mizzen rigging, on our
starboard side, affording him an opportunity to board us, if
such was his design; but no attempt was made. There was
& considerable swell on, and as the sea lifted us ahead, the
enemy’s bowsprit carried away our mizzen shrouds, stern:
davits, and spanker-boom, and he hung upon our larboard
quarter. At this moment, an officer, who was afterwards
recognised to be Mr. McDonald, the first lieutenant and the
then commanding officer, called out that they had surren-
dered. I directed the marines and musketry-men to cease
firing, and while en the taffrel, asking if they had surren-
dered, I received a wound in the neck. The enemy just
then got clear of us, and his foremast and bowsprit being
both gone, and perceiving us wearing to give him a fresh
broadside, he again called out that he had surrendered. It
was with difficulty I could restrain my crew from firing into
him again, as he had certainly fired into us after having sur-
rendered. From the firing of the first gun, to the last time
the enemy cried out he had surrendered, was exactly twenty
two minutes by the watch. She proved to be his Britannic
Majesty’s brig Penguin, mounting sixteen thirty-two pound
carronades, two long twelves, a twelve-pound carronade on
the top-gallant forecastle, with a swivel on the capstern in
the tops. She had a spare port forward, so as to fight both
her long guns of a side. She sailed from England in Sep-
tember last. She was shorter upon deck than this ship by
two feet, but she had a greater length of keel, greater breadth
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under circumstances that —aight have pardoned severe re-
mark. As the enemy hac, surrendered, Biddle, standing on
the tafferel, ordered the musketry from the Hornet to cease.
At this instant one of his officers called to him that a man
on board the Penguin was taking aim at him. Biddle did
not hear the remark, his back being towards the speaker.
But two of the marines, perceiving the man, simnultaneously
levelled their . pieces, and he fell dead immediately, though
not till he had discharged his gyn. It is possible, however,
that the balls struck him in time to disconcert his aim, or
that the warning given to Biddle was overheard by him, and
produced a similar effect; for the shot, instead of striking
Biddle in a mortal part, lodged in the neck, inflicting a com-
paratively slight wound. The blood, however, flowed pro-
fusely, and two seamen, seizing him in their arms, would
have carried him below. But Biddle refused to leave the
deck. At this, one of the men torr off his shirt and tied it
about his captain’s neck. It was not until all the wounded
had been attended to, that Biddle allowed the surgeon to
approach him.
~ The Hornet was rejoined, soon after this victory, by the
Peacock and the store-ship, from which, as we have seen, she
‘parted on the voyage out. The capture of Decatur not being
known to Biddle or his companions, they waited for some
time, in hopes that the President would arrive at the
rendezvous, according to appointment. But the period
agreed on having past without tidings of their consort, the
Hornet and Peacock continued their voyage, first having
converted the store-ship into a cartel, to carry the British
prisoners into San Salvador. The two men-of-war, however,
had been but a fortnight on their way, when they fell in with
a British seventy-four. The Peacock, in consequence of a
" better position, and superior flgetness, had but little difficulty
in making her escape. But the Hornet was not so fortunate.
For three days the enemy pursued the sloop-of-war, and, on
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“At nine P. M., a8 the enemy was gaining upon us, and ae
there was every appearance that he would be enabled to
keep sight of us during the night, I considered it necessary
to lighten this ship. T therefore threw overboard twelve
tons of kentledge, part of our shot, some of our heavy spars,
cut away the sheet anchor and cable, and started the wedges
of the masts. At two A. M., the enemy being rather before
our lee beam, I tacked to the westward; the enemy also
tacked and continued in chase of us. At daylight on the
29th, he was within gun-shot upon ourlee quarter. At seven
A. M., having hoisted English colours and a rear admiral’s
flag, he commenced firing from his bow guns. As his shot
went over us, I cut away the remaining anchor and cable,
threw overboard the launch, six of our guns, more of our
shot, and every heavy article that was at hand. The enemy
fired -about thirty shot, not one of which took effect, though
most of them passed over us. While he was firing, I had
the satisfaction to perceive that we slowly dropped him, and
at nine A. M. he ceased his fire.

“ At eleven A. . the enemy was again coming up with us.
* I now, therefore, threw overboard all our remaining guns but
one long gun, nearly all our shot, all our spare spars, cut
away the top-gallant forecastle, and cleared every thing off
deck, as well 'as from below, to lighten as much as possible.
At noon the enemy again commenced firing. He fired many
shot, only three of which came on board—two striking the
hull, and one passing through the jib. It is, however,
extraordinary, that every shot did not take effect; for the
enemy, the seconqd time he commenced firing, was certainly
within three-quarters of a mile of the ship, and the sea quite
smooth. I perceived from his sails that the effect of his fire
was to deaden his wind ; and at two . M. the wind, which had
previously, and greatly to our disadvantage, backed to the
south-east, hulled to the westward, and freshened up. At
sundown the enemy was about four miles astern. - The win?
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surpassed by the capture of the Penguin, though that is
regarded as one of the most brilliant affairs of the war of
1812. The seventy-four which chased Biddle was, at one
time, as close to him as Decatur was to the Macedonian
when he first opened his fire on the latter vessel. During
the pursuit, too, Biddle was suffering from debility occasioned
by his wound. In whatever light the exploit is regarded, it

appears equally bold. In truth, the entire cruise of the
" _Hornet was courageous, almost beyond precedent. Most
naval commanders, after such a capture as that of the
Penguin, would have returned to port; but Biddle’s soaring
spirit saw in one success only additional incentives for new
enterprises. The popular voice, ever excited by a character
so lofty, hailed the hero, on his return, with enthusiastic
applause. The citizens of New York tendered him a public
dinner. Those of Philadelphia presented him with a service
of plate. His professional feelings were complimented in &
way equally gratifying, for he found that, during his absence,
he had been promoted to the rank of post-captain.

The services of Biddle did not close with the war of 1812,
but the duties in which he was subsequently engaged afforded
no opportunity for distinction. He took possession of Oregon
in 1817, under orders frm the government He served in
the West Indies in 1822, and again in the following year.
He carried out Mr. Nelson, minister to Spain, in 1824, and,
in the same vessel, Mr. Rodney, our first ambassador to
Brazil. In 1828 he made a cruise in the Mediterranean,
and signed, on behalf of his government, a commercial treaty
with Turkey. He was afterwards appointed to the command
of the Naval Asylum at Philadelphia, where he passed the
closing years of his life. He died in 1848.

The personal appearance of Biddle was agreeable, and his’
manners singularly conciliatory. He was brave, yet prudent;
adventurous, yet wise.



JAMES BARRON.

No history of the navy would deserve to be considered
impartial, which omitted to record the services of the unfor-
tunate. Fame does not always shower her favours with an
even hand. In the lottery of glory, some draw prizes greater
- than their deserts, while others are rewarded with unmerited
blanks. An honest conviction that James Barron belon
to the latter class induces us to narrate the troubled story
of his life. R

Barron was the son of a naval officer renowned in the
history of Virginia during the war of Independence; a bold,
patriotic, sagacious seaman, who at one time held the rank
of “Commodore of all the armed vessels of the common- -
wealth.” It was in 1768 that James Barron was born. At
an early age he displayed a fondness for the sea, and entering
the mercantile marine, gradually rose in rank until he had
reached his thirtieth year, when, on the formation of the
federal navy, he sought for and obtained a lieutenancy.in
the new service. Here promotion soon rewarded him. In
1799 he was made a post-captain, the highest grade in the
navy, a rank which he was destined to fill, through good and

- through evil repute, for more than fifty years.
528
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His first employment after this elevation was in the
Mediterranean, where he served under his elder brother,
Commodofe Samuel Barron. He soon attained a high repu-
tation for seamanship. He was considered one of the best
disciplinarians in the navy. He had invented the first code
of signals used in the service. He was universally regarded
as an efficient and accomplished officer, who, not content with
mere experience, sought to add to it every aid of science.
A bright and prosperous career was apparently before him.
Successive administrations trusted and employed him, nor
was the applause of the people wanting; when suddenly, and
at the very height of his success, he met with a disaster
which led to his suspension from the navy, and for nearly an
entire generation consigned him to poverty and disgrace.

In 1807, having been appointed to the command of the
Mediterranean squadron, he hoisted his broad pennant on
board the Chesapeake, and sailed from Norfolk. The prepa-
ration of the ship had been left, as usual, to subordinate
officers; and owing to the few frigates that were then fitted
out, this duty had not been executed as it should have been.
When Barron came on board, therefore, the vessel was in no
condition to meet a foe. Little was thought of this, however,
as the United States was not at war with any power, and
nothing would have been considered more unlikely, perhaps,
even if it had been suggested, than a rencontre with an
enemy. But the result proved that a man-of-war should
never be unprepared for the contingency of a battle. Scarcely
had the Chesapeake left the coast, when the British ship Leo-
pard intercepted her, to demand certain deserters, alleged to
be on board the American frigate. Barron refused to deliver
up the fugitives,when a broadside was fired into his ship, and,
being in no condition to resist, he was compelled to strike
his colours, and suffer the men to be seized.

The insult to the United States was avenged, as such
insults too often are, by making a sacrifice of* Barron. The
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charge of cowardice was brought against him in the public
prints, was echoed in political circles, and was even taken up
in the service itself. A court-martial, summoned to try the .
unfortunate victim, pronounced him guilty, and suspended
him from the navy for a term of years. In other parts of
this volume we have discussed at length the justice of this
penalty, and shall not consequently enter on the controversy
again. It is sufficient here to say that Barron, like Byng,
was the victim of circumstances, rather than of any cowardice
of his own ; but, more fortunate, even in his misfortune, than
Byng, he escaped with his life. His sentence, at the time,
was approved by all parties; but this establishes only the
extent of the popular delusion: it becomes the duty of im-
- partial history to cancel, in part, the verdict so unjustly
rendered and enfarced.

Poverty compelled Barron, thus deprived of his pay and
rank, to seek employment; and for this purpose he went
abroad. His term of suspension had not expired when the
war of 1812 broke out. As soon as that period had passed,
however, he determined to return to the United States; but
circumstances, for a time, prevented the execution of his
design; and when, at last, he reached his native land,
hostilities had ceased. Meantime, his protracted absence
had caused animadversion. Neither the poverty that drove
him abroad nor the difficulties that prevented his return
were known except to a small circle of his friends; so that
what had really been his necessity, was charged upon him as
his fault. The brave, but impetuous Decatur was foremost
among those who censured Barron; and his charges were
made so publicly, that the latter, in justice to his own repu-
tation, was compelled to notice them. Decatur refusing to
retract, a duel ensued, when the hero fell. This unfortunate
‘result brought down on the head of Barron another tempest
of popular indignation. But the condemnation was no less
unjust than the preceding one, for, after such aspersions as
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Decatur had cast upon his courage, a hostile meeting was
inevitable, according to the code of honour. Barron cannot
be censured, but is rather to be pitied. No man in the ser-
vice, perhaps, could do as much injury to a fellow-officer as
Decatur, by any imputation on his bravery, for no man was
equally a popular idol. It is to the credit of the dying hero
that he retracted his aspersions, regretted the controversy,
and strove to repair the injury he had done.

Barron’s closing years were spent entirely on shore. He
commanded at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, and subse-
quently at that of Norfolk. His last post was that of super-
intendent of the Philadelphia Naval Asylum. When, finally,
increasing infirmities compelled him to abandon all employ-
ment, he retired to his native State, and took up his resi-
dence at Norfolk. Here, in 1851, he died, the senior captain
on the list.
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His tastes and his ambition, not less than his patriotism, led
him to seek admission to the navy. His family accordingly
secured for him a midshipman’s warrant. To his new pro-
fession he devoted himself enthusiastically. Promotion,
which came far earlier then than now, did not long leave him
unrewarded, for in 1814 we find him elevated to the rank of
lieutenant, his commission dating from the 9th of July.

" The reputation of Stockton, even before the close of the
war, was considerable, though confined within the limits of
his profession and of-his personal friends. Already he was
quoted as a thorough seaman. Already he was known for
his dashing gallantry. Already his intellectual abilities
attracted notice, as superior to those of his young contempo-
raries generally. After that period his reputation steadily
increased. He served, for many years, on various stations,
and gradually acquired the name of an energetic officer, who,
in the event of a war, if in a separate command, would win
his way to glory by making opportunities, if they failed to
come of themselves. When hostilities broke out with Mexico
in 1846, this reputation was fully confirmed by facts.

The Pacific squadron, under Comwmodore Sloat, had, imme.
diately after the commencement of hostilities, seized Monte-
rey, in California ; and Sloat was still anchored at that town,
when Stockton, on the 22d of July, 1846, arrived to relieve
him. The eager hero immediately prepared, in conjunction
with Colonel Fremont, then opportunely in Californja at the
head of an exploring party, to reduce the entire province to
subjection; and so rapid were the combined movements of
the two American leaders, and with such courage were they
supported by their followers, that, in a time almost incredibly
short, the conquest was effected, and a provisional government
established. On the 13th of August, or less than a month
after Stockton appeared on the scene, he and Fremont-
triumphantly entered Los Angeles, the capital of the Cali-
fornias. .
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damped the spirits of the insurgents so that they never again
recovered confidence. Nevertheless, they summoned courage,
or, more correctly speaking, were driven by despair, to meet
the Americans in two more pitched battles. These actions
were fought on the 8th and 9th of January, 1847, by the
combined naval and land forces of Stockton and Kearny,
the latter general having just arrived in California from the
United States, by the overland route, bringing one hundred
dragoons and two mountain howitzers. Both combats ter-
minated to the advantage of the Americans. The enemy,
indeed, after the last battle, were completely broken up, nor
did they ever again attempt to resist the victorious career. of
the invaders. Subsequent to this final subjugation of Cali-
fornia, Stockton became involved in a controversy with
Kearny, the latter claiming to be the rightful governor of
California, an office which the former considered to belong to
Fremont. This controversy, the merits of which are foreign
to our present purpose, was terminated by the arrival of
Commodore Shubrick, the senior officer of Stockton, who took
the part of Kearny.

Stockton now returned to the United States, where he was
received with great applause, on account of the brilliancy of
these exploits in California. Soon after his arrival, he
resigned his commission, and, in 1861, was elected to the
Senate of the United States by the legislature of New
Jersey.
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peace, which ensued in 1815, cut short any hopes he might
have entertained of winning a more widely extended renown,
when he should have attained & higher rank, and with it the
chance for a separate command.

. For the next thirty years, Conner, like most of his con-
temporaries, remained comparatively unknown out of his
profession. But, meantime, his reputation steadily grew
among those familiar with the service. He was frequently
employed, and in positions continually increasing in import-
ance, his promotion' keeping pace with his employments.
At last fortune presented to him a field worthy of his indus-
try, courage, and abilities. The war with Mexico broke out,
and the campaign on the Rio Grande, though successful in
every particular, failing to subdue the determined hostility
of the enemy, it was resolved to strike a blow at the heart
of his territories, and accordingly the siege and capture of
Vera Cruz was decided on, to be followed by a march on the
capital. To Conner, as commander of the Gulf fleet, fell the
duty of making preparations for these great events.

Already the commodore had done his part manfully in
harassing the enemy. He had maintained the blockade of
Vera Cruz with unabated spirit, in the face of frequent
tempests, and in spite of many other difficulties. He had
captured Tampico—he had harassed the coast of Mexico from
the mouth of the Rio Grande to the banks of Gallego. His
industry and watchfulness had been untiring. And now,
when the capture of Vera Cruz was determined on, he
laboured with even increased assiduity in preparing means
for a successful landing, without which the enterprise, it was
well known, must fail at the very threshold. The result
was that the debarkation was finally effected without the
loss of a life, and in a period of time almost incredible. The
French admiral, in the famous expedition against Algiers,
landed only nine thousand men on the first day, and did not
succeed in doing this until nearly forty lives had been lost
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As the naval officer in chief command at the siege and
capitulation of Vera Cruz, Matthew C. Perry merits a place
among the heroes whom we commemorate. As circum-
stances brought him on the scene of action at & moment un-
fortunate for Conner, he has been charged with grasping too
eagerly at the opportunity for distinction. But though
history would have praised his delicacy if he had temporarily
waived his rights, it cannot justly censure him for insisting
on them, nor deny that, if he had arrived earlier, he would
probably have made his arrangements with the same care
and completeness as his predecessor.

Perry is descended from a family illustrious, through two
generations, in the naval annals of the United States. He
entered the service at quite a youthful age, and rose rapidly
through the earlier grades, so that we find him, in 1813,

already a lieutenant. His commission bears date the 24th
548
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latter by a subaltern, Lieutenant Hunter, whom
brought to a court-martial for acting without his order

In 1852, Perry was appointed to the command of the
India squadron, sailing with a larger fleet than ever
was despatched to the Chinese seas. He was direct:
his instructions, to open friendly intercourse with J
On this mission he is now absent.
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